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The journey from one nail 
salon to a national brand.

Highly 
Polished



Offering Full-Service Interior Design & Renovations

DIVINE INTERIORS GROUP

Located in San Marco Plaza
8205 Nature’s Way, Suite 101 | Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

941.907.9759 | www.DivineInteriorsGroup.com 4
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We raised our family here in Lakewood Ranch and have been your 
local Real Estate experts for over 20 years.  In addition to our love 
for this community, we are:

•  Top 1% of agents in Sarasota and Manatee Counties

•  Members of Coldwell Banker’s Global Luxury Division

•   International President’s Elite Team-Top 7%    
of Coldwell Banker agents worldwide

•  Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialists

So whether you are listing or buying, we would love the opportunity 
to prove our commitment to you in your next move.

PAT, JULIE & PATRICK WARREN 
Real Estate Advisors, REALTORS Coldwell Banker 
Residential Real Estate

8334 Market Street, Lakewood Ranch, FL 
C: 941.350.7044  C:  941.350.7439 
C: 941.400.4436  O: 941.907.1033

www.WarrenGroupSarasota.com 
Pat.Warren@CBRealty.com 
Julie.Warren@CBRealty.com
Patrick.Warren@CBRealty.com

Julie and Pat Warren are THE BEST!!!

 Their professionalism, market knowledge and communication were top 
notch from our first meeting through our closing. 

It has taken almost 2 years for us from contract to closing on a new home 
build and Pat and Julie were there with us throughout the process sharing their 

knowledge, advice, expertise and assistance. 

We would highly recommend them to anyone contemplating a home sale and/or 
home purchase. They truly care and always have your best interests at heart. 

We would highly recommend Pat and Julie Warren for your real estate needs. 

Take it from us, you won’t regret it!

Ted and Lynne A.

$699,000 - NEW LISTING
7423 Wexford Court
Lakewood Ranch Country Club

$942,000 - SOLD
12402 Lobelia Terrace
Lakewood Ranch

$975,000 - SOLD
17608 Polo Trail
Polo Run Lakewood Ranch

$1,100,000 - SOLD
17222 Cresswind Terrace
Lakewood Ranch

WA R R E N  G RO U P  LA K EWO O D  R A N C H

W H E R E  FA M I LY  VA LU E S  B R I N G  YO U  H OM E







PA R A D I S E

D E N T A L

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT (941) 466-8241

1711 Lakewood Ranch Blvd., Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

www.paradisedentalsmiles.com

The Cosmetic Dentist of Lakewood Ranch

“I had no idea my teeth would look this good!”

“Dr. Jeffrey Martins and the team at Paradise Dental make you feel like you have known them your whole 

life. They are such warm and caring people. 

My teeth were such a mess when I started going. It’s one of those things where life gets busy and you just 

don’t take care of your teeth as much. I’m 71 and I still work, but I realized I had bad teeth. I had a chip or two, 

and the teeth in the front were half the size that they are now. They were a mess! So getting them fixed was a 

major transformation, no question about it!

I chose Paradise Dental because I heard of Dr. Jeffrey Martins’ work and his passion for 

reconstructive dentistry - and that’s what I experienced. The result was like night and day!  

I had no idea my teeth would look this good!

Dr. Martins definitely knows what he is doing. He is incredibly knowledgeable, 

experienced, and friendly. Plus, his whole team is so warm and caring. They make you 

feel like you are the only one in the room. They are always smiling and making sure 

you’re doing ok. The whole process was smooth and pain-free. 

I never recommend anyone if I don’t truly believe in them.  Dr. Martins and his 

team are what I call HTP - Highly Trained Professionals. I wouldn’t hesitate to 

recommend them.” - Roy S.

BEFORE AFTER BEFORE



BRINGING JOY BY 
CREATING SMILES

SCAN TO REGISTER FOR A FREE SMILE MAKEOVER SEMINAR

Roy S.
SMILE MAKEOVER PATIENT

Jeffrey Martins, DDS
DENTIST AND OWNER



Realtors Warmly Welcomed. Pricing, availability, specifications and amenities are subject to change without notice.  
CRC057817/CGC1514916

If you’d rather fine-tune your warrior 

pose than wrestle with a paint job, 

Cresswind Lakewood Ranch makes it 

easy to Set Yourself FREE and find your 

next adventure, new home and fun. This 

is active adult living designed for the way 

you want to live.

It’s Your Move—visit in person, online or 

call to get started.

THE ONLY ACTIVELY SELLING 55+ 

COMMUNITY IN LAKEWOOD RANCH

941-217-7980

5063 Simons Court | Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

CresswindLakewoodRanch.com

10 Decorated Models Open Daily

Priced from the upper $400s

NEW HOMES FOR ACTIVE ADULTS
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DR. KRISTOPHER HAMWI 
 is a double board-certified plastic surgeon 

renowned for his expertise in facelifts, liposuction, 

tummy tucks, breast augmentation, and beyond. 

His amazing team is dedicated to fulfilling all your 

aesthetic needs, offering injectables, fillers,

skin care, and laser treatments.

5566 Broadcast Ct, 
Sarasota, FL  34240

941.800.2000
               www.floridaplasticsurgery.com4
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ELEVATING 
NATURAL 

BEAUTY



LAKEWOOD RANCH
Living

$60 Million  
 in Closed Sales in 2023

941.685.8420 TinaCiaccio.com

#1  
Michael Saunders Lakewood Ranch Agent 

2019, 2020, 2021

Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialist

Multi Year Five Star Award Recipient

As Featured on HGTV House Hunters

Top 1%  
of all Sarasota and Manatee Realtors®

Top 1.5%  
of all Realtors  Nationwide by RealTrends® ®

REALTOR® GRI, CLHMS, CIRE, RENE
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Million Dollar Guild Elite™



© 2024 Lakewood Ranch

L A U G H ,  D A N C E ,  D I S C O V E R  A N D  S A V O R  E V E R Y  D A Y

a va r ie t y o f N e w h o m e s t y l e s ,  f r o m t h e $ 3 0 0 s t o O v e r $ 1M
412477-1



Accepting
New Patients 

Dr. Arun Khazanchi

Wellness Services

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

• Hormone Pellet 
Therapy

• IV Wellness Infusions 
Myers, Migraine, Immune, 
Beauty, and more

• ULTherapy

• Weight Loss Program

• Aesthetics 

941-334-9040

418030-1

Call to schedule a consult today.

Dr K and his caring staff are 
committed to making our 
practice convenient and 
accessible to treat all of your 
gastroenterological issues.

✔ Colonoscopy

✔ Upper Endoscopy 

✔ Capsule Endoscopy

✔ Gastric Reflux

✔ Diverticulitis 

✔ Esophagus Testing

✔ Barrett’s

www.premieregi.com  |  11505 Palmbrush Trail #200, Lakewood Ranch, FL. 34202



     Wat e r s i d e P l a c e.com.com                    

S a r a s o ta’ s  O n ly L a k e f r o n t T o w n  C e n t e r   |   1 5 6 1  L a k e f r o n t D r i v e ,  L a k e w o o d  R a n c h ,  F L  3 4 2 4 0

Shopping +  
Dining + Events
Lakeside at Waterside Place

Start your day with a latte 

before squeezing in a spa 

treatment and an afternoon of 

shopping. Gather with friends and 

family for dinner and drinks along the water 

and under the stars. You'll find new ways to 

enjoy the day whenever you're here. 

And now, with our Beverages in the Street 

program, you can take your adult beverage 

to-go as you explore Waterside Place.
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412498-1

DESIGN • LANDSCAPINGDESIGN • LANDSCAPING

PALMS • LIGHTING • SODPALMS • LIGHTING • SOD

LAKEWOOD RANCHLAKEWOOD RANCH

941-445-7013941-445-7013

paradisepalmslwr.comparadisepalmslwr.com



67 10 Professional  Parkway,  Sui te 100 |  Sarasota,  FL 34240 |  941.924.5935 

CGCA18551

SCAN 

TO

VIEW

drone 
footage of 
Monarch 

Acres

MONARCH ACRES | LAKEWOOD RANCH
Surrounded by natural preserves, Monarch Acres is an exclusive gated enclave of eight luxury custom homes located within the award-winning 

master-planned community of Lakewood Ranch. With lot sizes starting at over three-quarters of an acre, this naturally wooded neighborhood will 

provide the privacy of estate living with all the amenities of an urban lifestyle just minutes away.

Homesites 

Available
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Schedule a FREE in-home consultation today to transform your home 
and garage into the place of your dreams

CALL NOW! 941-328-8989
PremierGarage.com | TailoredCloset.com

$500 OFF
any order of  $3,995 or more or 

Present coupon after estimate is given. HM 1222

CUSTOM CLOSET SYSTEMS  |  HOME OFFICES  |  LAUNDRIES  |  PANTRIES

CUSTOM GARAGE STORAGE  |  WORLD’S FINEST GARAGE FLOORING

TAKING CUSTOM HOME ORGANIZATION TO

THE NEXT LEVEL!!
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Patients tell us how 
much better life is 
following surgery.”

8340 Lakewood Ranch Blvd, Suite 290

Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202 

lakewoodranchmedicalgroup.com

Individual results may vary. There are risks associated with any surgical procedure. Talk with your doctor about these risks to find out if robotic surgery is right for you. With limited exceptions, physicians are independent 
practitioners who are not employees or agents of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability accommodations and 
the nondiscrimination notice, visit our website. 242035157-2061862 1/24

G E N E R A L  S U R G E R Y

David Dexter, MD, FACS

General Surgeon – Robotic Surgery  Left to Right: Samuel Yelverton, MD,  

David Dexter, MD, FACS, and Alexa Kinder, MSPAP, PA-C

To make an appointment with the 

Lakewood Ranch Medical Group, 

please call 941-254-6767 

The Lakewood Ranch Medical Group General Surgery 

Team — David Dexter, MD, FACS, Samuel Yelverton, MD, 

and Alexa Kinder, MSPAP, PA-C — provide individualized 

care to the Lakewood Ranch community. They currently 

see both elective and acute care general surgery 

patients at Lakewood Ranch Medical Center.

The team’s surgical services include:

• Minimally invasive robotic surgeries, including  

anti-reflux, hernia, colon/rectum, gallbladder, 
appendix, spleen, and adrenal glands

• Management of benign and malignant  

breast disease

• Benign and malignant skin disease

• GI Tract Procedures
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FEATURES

78 
PICK A COLOR

The Schlossbergs have 
created a manicure empire 
one salon at a time. 86 

MAGIC CASTLE

Take a stroll through whimsy 
and delight with a tour inside 
Howard Solomon’s creation.68 

MEATLESS FEASTS

At these restaurants, 
eating vegetarian is 
anything but boring.

18    LWR LIFE



CREEKWOOD CROSSING    I-75 & S.R. 70    BRADENTON, FL    

Mon-Sat: 9:30am - 5:30pm    

941-751-6600    BARTLETTJEWELERS.COM
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24  FROM THE EDITOR

33  BUZZ 

Lakewood Ranch welcomes its first 
library, Waterside breaks ground on 
new neighborhoods and Our Lady of 
the Angels begins another expansion.
  
48  CLASS ACT

Mark Clark brings his passion for 
family into his work leading the 
Lakewood Ranch Community Fund.

52  CHARITY SNAPSHOT

Parrots are more than companions. 
This nonprofit uses them to help 
veterans heal old wounds.

56  CALENDAR

Don’t miss these events as the season 
gets into full swing.

62  STYLE

Find a little bling to dress up your 
wardrobe this spring.

99  HAVEN

This couple’s home has been 
customized to their unique lifestyle 
— complete with considerations for 
Charlie the Labrador.

114  ART AND ABOUT

There’s something for everyone at the 
Sarasota Opera this season. A primer 
on what’s to come. 

122  TABLE TALK

Peculiar Pub aims to surprise guests 
in the best way possible: with unique 
beers and bites.

130  PARTING GLANCE 
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Sexy by day... 
Reclineable by night!

Now Through March 15

MOST OF OUR SEATING BRANDS COME WITH OUR: 

PROPRIETARY PLATINUM LIFETIME WARRANTY

5251 S. Tamiami Trail • Sarasota 

(1.5 Miles South of Bee Ridge Road)

LeatherGallerySarasota.com  |  941-993-1057

MON-FRI 10-7, SAT 10-6, SUN 12-5

PRE-SPRINGPRE-SPRING
SaleSale

SAVESAVE
UP TOUP TO 5050%% OFF OFFStorewide

Quality is not expensive, it is priceless.

EDITORIAL 

Executive Editor and COO — Kat Wingert 

Managing Editor — Su Byron

Design — Nicole Thompson

Editor At Large — Lisa Barnott

Contributors 

Lesley Dwyer, Kelly Fores, Marty Fugate,  

Monica Roman Gagnier, Jay Heater, Heidi Kurpiela,  

Robert Plunket, Harry Sayer, Lori Sax, and Eric Snider

ADVERTISING 

Director of Advertising — Jill Raleigh

Associate Publisher — Lori Ruth 

Advertising Managers —  

Kathleen O’Hara and Penny Nowicki 

Advertising Executives — Richeal Bair, Lexi Huelsman,  

Jennifer Kane, Honesty Mantkowski, Toni Perren, 

 Laura Ritter and Brenda White

CREATIVE SERVICES
Director of Creative Services — Caleb Stanton

Creative Services Administrator — Marjorie Holloway

Graphic Designers — Louise Martin, Taylor Poe, Shawna Polana  

and Luis Trujillo

CONTACT LWR LIFE
To submit story ideas or calendar listings, 

contact Kat Wingert at KWingert@YourObserver.com. 

For advertising inquiries, call 941-366-3468. 

LWR Life is a quarterly publication of the Observer Media Group  

published in February, May, August and November in partnership  

with Schroeder-Manatee Ranch.  

LIFELWR
LAKEWOOD RANCH AREA’S COMMUNITY, NATURE, STYLE

President and Publisher — Emily Walsh



Source: Forbes.com (Jan 2023) 2023 Forbes Best-In-State Wealth Management Teams ranking awarded in 2023. This ranking was determined based on an evaluation 
process conducted by SHOOK Research LLC (the research company) in partnership with Forbes (the publisher) during the period from 3/31/21 – 3/31/22. Neither 

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC nor its Financial Advisors or Private Wealth Advisors paid a fee to SHOOK Research LLC for placement on its rankings. This ranking is 

based on in-person and telephone due diligence meetings to evaluate each advisor qualitatively, a major component of a ranking algorithm that includes client retention, 
industry experience, review of compliance records, firm nominations, and quantitative criteria, including assets under management and revenue generated for their 
firms. Investment performance is not a criterion. Rankings are based on the opinions of SHOOK Research LLC and this ranking may not be representative of any one 
client’s experience; investors must carefully choose the right Financial Advisor or team for their own situation and perform their own due diligence. This ranking is not 
indicative of the Financial Advisor’s future performance. Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC is not affiliated with SHOOK Research LLC or Forbes. For more information, 
see www.SHOOKresearch.com.

© 2023 Morgan Stanley Smith Barney LLC. Member SIPC CRC 5828607  11/23

The Bayfront Group at Morgan Stanley 

2 North Tamiami Trail, Ste 1100

Sarasota, FL 34236  |  941-364-7402 
advisor.morganstanley.com/the-bayfront-group 

thebayfrontgroup@morganstanley.com

Ryan Johnson CRPC®

Senior Vice President

Portfolio Management Director
Financial Advisor

Jared Hermann CRPC®, CRPS® 

First Vice President, 
Financial Advisor 

Lyn Breda

Vice President 

Financial Advisor 

Jackie Rindner

Senior Registered Client Service Associate

Congratulations to The Bayfront Group at Morgan Stanley 

Named one of Forbes’ Best-In-State Wealth Management Teams

L-R Standing: Ryan P. Johnson, Jared Hermann  

L-R Seated: Jackie Rindner, Lyn Breda

Being named to the inaugural Forbes’ 2023 Best-In-State Wealth Management Teams list is a 

testament to your experience, focus, and dedication to your client’s financial future.  

Thank you for the work you do each day and for carrying forward 

the standard of excellence at our firm.
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W
hen I first heard about Solo-
mon’s Castle, I actually won-
dered if the person telling 

me about it was playing a joke 
on me.

Some eccentric guy built a 
shiny silver castle ... in Hardee 
County?

I Googled it to see it for my-
self. Sure enough, it’s a thing.

But that left me with more 
questions: Who was this guy? 
Just how did he build this thing? 

And, of course: WHY?
After several years of pondering 

these questions, I’m happy to say that 
they’ll finally be answered in this is-
sue. Starting on Page 86, you’ll get to 
learn all about Howard Solomon, the 
visionary artist behind the property 
until his death in 2016. You’ll also hear 
the “how,” which includes several addi-
tions over time, the clever use of spent 

printing plates on the outside to give 
the castle its characteristic sheen and 
the key part the county’s junk played in 
the construction of the castle’s attrac-
tions as well as the art within. 

As for the why? That’s probably the 
simplest answer. Because the 40 acres 
Solomon bought was so prone to flood-
ing, he had to build up instead of out. 
That fact, coupled with Solomon’s cre-
ativity, led to the three-story, 65-foot-
high structure that stands there today. 

It’s a testament to Solomon that his 
whimsical works still delight tourists 
today. There’s nothing like a dose of 
the unusual to act as an antidote to 
the routines of everyday life.

Although the castle is one of the 
odder things in our area, our feature 
on Mark and Michele Schlossberg is 
about something far more normal: nail 
salons (Page 78). But what makes their 
salons unusual is that they don’t use 

products loaded with toxic chemicals. 
Their idea resonated. Since they 

launched their first Paint Nail Bar 
nine years ago, the Schlossbergs have 
expanded, with 40 franchises across 
the country.

Our last feature samples another 
thing that’s not like the others — a 
smattering of delicious dishes where 
vegetables are the star. No matter the 
reason, eating less meat has benefits. 

But, we wondered, is it hard to dine 
out in Lakewood Ranch sans the meat? 
The answer, starting on Page 68, is not 
a bit. Whether it’s an Impossible Burg-
er at Libby’s Neighborhood Brasserie 
or veggie risotto at Paris Bistrot, there 
is truly something for every taste. 

So go ahead, try the weird, the new, 
the unusual. Dare to be different. 

Kat Wingert 
Executive Editor

Dare to be different

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Heidi Kurpiela

In addition to enjoying a tour of Solomon’s Castle, left, you can also enjoy a nice meal at the ship on the property.
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DURABLE 
PORCELAIN 

PAVERS

BLUESTONE 
ACCENT

CUSTOM 
PERGOLA

OUTDOOR 
FIREPLACE

WATERFALL 
FEATURE

EXTERIOR ELEMENTS

WINDOWS & DOORS    |    PERGOLAS & VERANDAS    |    OUTDOOR KITCHENS

INFINITE POSSIBILITIES.



F L O R I D A D E S I G N W O R K S . C O M

WOOD-LOOK TILE 
IN HERRINGBONE 

PATTERN 

WATERFALL 
QUARTZ 

COUNTERTOP 

VIBRANT  
LARGE FORMAT TILE 

BACKSPLASH

MULLION FULL OVERLAY 
TALL CABINETRY

TWO-TONED 
CABINETS

SARASOTA SHOWROOM

29 N. Pineapple Ave., Sarasota, FL 34236  |  941.355.2703

(Next to the Sarasota Opera House)

NEW>

INTERIOR INNOVATIONS

TILE & STONE    |    MOSAICS    |    CABINETRY    |    COUNTERTOPS    |    FLOORING

INFINITE POSSIBILITIES. ONE SOURCE.™

QUARTZ  
ACCENT WALL

414709-1



Helping Protect
What Matters Most

arsenaultdermatology.com
408621-1



HunterDouglas ,., NORMAN
® �:::�LUTRON e Sig1E!��we ., SHUTTERS. BLINDS. SHADES. 

Free In-Home Consultation
941-342-0900

Showroom: The Square at UTC - Home Depot Shopping Ctr 
5405 University Pkwy• Sarasota 

Open Mon - Fri 9-5 & Sat 10-3 

s:;oo OFF 
Any window treatment order of $3995 or 
more or $120 off any window treatment 

order of $995 or more. 
May not be combined with any other offer. 

Offer good at time of initial estimate only. H&L 
Each franchise individually owned and operated. 

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1994 • LOCAL NEIGHBORS OF THE COMMUNITY! 

Professional measuring,  

design, and installation services!
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Window Treatments • Shutters • Draperies

Motorized Shades • Blinds • Exterior Screen Solutions



Fatima Andere and Antonio Cangiano

Photo by Ben McKeown, courtesy of the American Dance Festival

The Sarasota Ballet presents

Program  5  |  FSU Center
Program Media Sponsor

MAR 8

7:30 PM

MAR 9

2:00 PM | 7:30 PM

MAR 10

2:00 PM | 7:30 PM

MAR 11

7:30 PM

Program 6  |  April 5 - 6, 2024

Jennifer Hackbarth and Daniel Pratt in George Balanchine’s Emeralds  |  Photo by Frank Atura  

Portraits of

Expression
Program Media Sponsor

Accompanied by Sarasota Orchestra

George Balanchine‘s Emeralds 

Sir Kenneth MacMillan’s Las Hermanas 

George Balanchine‘s Who Cares?

941.359.0099 | SarasotaBallet.org

409070-1



Original  
     Masterpiece.

 

ON THE RANCH,

LIFE BECOMES AN

Where you desire to live, work and play comes  

first. What follows is designing and building an  

incomparable custom home, in which timeless  

style and eye-catching innovation perfectly  

intertwine. For over 40 years, Lee Wetherington 

Homes has transformed homebuyers’ aspirations 

into original art on the Suncoast – including the 

Lakewood Ranch region. In an award-winning  

master-planned community, blended with  

a breathtaking masterpiece, the wonder of  

“what could be” becomes a reality lived. 

941-922-3480  |  LWHomes.com

Scan the QR code to learn more  

about Lee Wetherington Homes.

416226-1



*

*Restrictions apply. See server for full details.
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Lakewood Ranch welcomes its 

newest community space for all. 

PAGE 34

BUZZ
NEWS, HAPPENINGS AND PEOPLE 

Photo by Harry Sayer

 The new Lakewood Ranch 

Library features 45,000 

items, including books, 

audiobooks, musical 

instruments and DVDs. 

LWR LIFE    33
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The People’s University 
Ti�any Mautino shares why  

libraries remain relevant — 

and why they are key in the 

fight for intellectual freedom.

LESLEY DWYER | CONTRIBUTOR

P
amella McDonald spent $50 
a month on comic books 
in the early 1990s when 
the cover prices were still 
around a buck a piece. She 

didn’t keep them as collectibles, but it 
was money well spent. 

“That was what I would read,” her 
daughter Ti�any Mautino says. “I 
did a book report on a comic book in 
the fourth grade, and I got an F. My 
mother marched into the elementary 
school and protested. She was a very 
early advocate that comic books were 
a gateway drug into reading.” 

Mautino is an avid reader now. In 
fact, she has such an interest in books 
and reading that she was hired last 
year to serve as the branch manager 
for the new Lakewood Ranch Library.

Mautino grew up in Kansas City, 
Missouri. Her childhood dream was 
to become a comic book artist. As an 
adult, she found that her passions for 
both art and reading met at the library. 

Mautino started out as a part-time 
employee creating display installa-
tions for the Mid-Continent Public 
Library System in Kansas City, and 
rose to the position of manager at the 
South Independence branch. She also 
became a nationwide speaker on the 
topic of intellectual freedom — a core 
value of librarianship. Mautino was a 
founding member of the Intellectual 
Freedom Committee within her own 
library system and served as chair 
for the Missouri Library Association’s 
Intellectual Freedom Committee. In 
2013, she started presenting an intel-

Continued on Page 36

Photo by Harry Sayer

Ti�any Mautino is the branch manager for the new Lakewood Ranch Library. She’s also a nationwide speaker on the topic 

of intellectual freedom.
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