
Around the Ranch
aroundtheranch.com	 the community newspaper of lakewood ranch	 wednesday, MARCH 18, 2020   

Inside:
Community 

activities
Page 10

The Lakewood Ranch  
“Empty Nesters” Club

Page 12

community calendar 
and events

Page 24

RANCHERS CAMP BENEATH THE STARS: Lakewood Ranch’s second annual Community Campout at Greenbrook Adventure Park offered campers a host of outdoor opportunities, 
including, of course, a campfire! For more photos see pages 18-19. Photo by Eric Nalpas.



2 | around the ranch	 aroundtheranch.com	 wednesday, MARCH 18, 2020   



 wednesday, MARCH 18, 2020	 aroundtheranch.com	 around the rancH  | 3 



4 | around the ranch	 aroundtheranch.com	 wednesday, MARCH 18, 2020   

Editor:
Lisa M. Barnott

lisa.barnott@lakewoodranch.com

Contributing Writer:
Ernie Soller

efsoller@hotmail.com

Proofreader:
Sue Chaney

Community Programs:
Keith Pandeloglou
keith@lwrcac.com

Governance Meetings:
Lynn Kuiken

lynn.kuiken@lwrtownhall.com

Director of Advertising:
Stacia King

sking@heraldtribune.com

Graphic Designer:
Kim Collister

kim.collister@heraldtribune.com

Editorial Board
Lisa M. Barnott, Rex Jensen, Sue Chaney

Phone Numbers
Community Services Town Hall:

941-907-0202

LWR Common Area:
Maintenance Requests, 941-727-0899

Lakewood Ranch Medical Center:
941-782-2100

Manatee County Government:
941-748-4501

Sarasota County Government:
941-861-5000

Lakewood Ranch Post Office:
941-758-3537

Around the Ranch offices are at 14400 Covenant Way, Lakewood Ranch, FL, 34202. The editorial phone 
number is 941-757-1542. The e-mail address is aroundtheranch@lakewoodranch.com.

Advertising Sales/Circulation: Around the Ranch is published by Lakewood Ranch Media which is sole-
ly responsible for its content. The Herald-Tribune is responsible for the printing, distribution and sales 
production of this newspaper. The articles and editorial viewpoints contained in this publication are 
written solely by Lakewood Ranch Media with the assistance of the Community Services Office and 
other offices in Lakewood Ranch, none of which are associated with the Herald-Tribune.

The contents of the Around the Ranch newspaper, including information by Around the Ranch corre-
spondents, and other material contained in Around the Ranch are for informational purposes only and 
do not render medical advice or professional services. The information provided through Around the 
Ranch should not be used for diagnosing or treating a health problem or disease. Articles contained 
in this newspaper are not a substitute for professional care or services. If you have or suspect you may 
have a problem, you should consult a professional service provider. Never disregard professional medical 
advice or delay in seeking it because of something you have read in Around the Ranch.

Around the Ranch is an advertising supplement produced by the  
Advertising Department of the Herald-Tribune Media Group.  
To advertise, call 361-4000.

Contact Information



 wednesday, MARCH 18, 2020	 aroundtheranch.com	 around the rancH  | 5 



6 | around the ranch	 aroundtheranch.com	 wednesday, MARCH 18, 2020   

More than 400 people attended a presentation on Feb. 17 
at Grove Ballroom in Lakewood Ranch to learn about 

The Brain Health Initiative (BHI) and the role that lifestyle, for 
better or worse, including sleep, plays in brain health.

Dr. Stephanie Peabody, founder and executive director of the 
BHI, launched the fourth installment of the “Brain Health Mat-
ters!” lecture series with the presentation, “Brain Health Matters 
and Lifestyle Makes a Difference.” The program introduced how 
lifestyle, for better or worse, influences neural plasticity and 
neurogenesis. She shared information about the brain’s ability 
to grow and change throughout one’s life and how this process 
is nurtured, or not, in part through the lifestyle choices we 
make. Peabody further explained how brain healthy lifestyles 
enhance brain health and optimize brain performance leading 
to increased brain and cognitive reserve across the lifespan.  

Peabody also provided the audience with an overview of the 
BHI and introduced the brain health pilot study that gets un-
derway in 2020. The pilot study will collect brain health data 
through web-based surveys. Lakewood Ranch residents ran-
domly selected to participate in the pilot will be notified in the 
spring.

After a “brain healthy” break, Dr. Michael Breus, known as 
America’s Sleep Doctor, engaged the audience with his pre-
sentation about the connection between good sleep and brain 
health. Breus explained that our sleep patterns evolve as we age. 
Young children and teenagers need a great deal of sleep but as 
we age, that sleep cycle shortens. That is why it gets increasingly 
difficult to get a good night’s sleep the older we get. He then 
shared some tips on how to create a healthy sleep routine.

Breus emphasized the importance of a regular sleep sched-
ule: going to bed at the same time and waking up at the same 
time every morning. This simple routine helps keep our circa-
dian rhythms in line and produces the proteins our brains need. 
Other sleep tips from Breus included:

• �Get 15 minutes of sun in the morning to help regulate mel-
atonin production in the brain.

• �Get daily exercise to help your health and assist you in get-
ting a good night’s sleep, but not too close to bedtime.

• �Avoid caffeine and alcohol in the hours before bed.

• �Keep the bedroom at a comfortable temperature, between 
65 and 75 degrees.

The presentation ended with the opportunity to sample a 
“brain healthy meal” developed by Massachusetts General Hos-
pital’s Uma Naidoo, M.D., nutritional psychiatrist, professional 
chef, nutritional specialist and author, and prepared in collabo-
ration with Greg Campbell, Grove’s executive director. 

The Brain Health Initiative (BHI) is a cutting-edge, new ap-
proach to studying and taking action on brain health and brain 
illness. This approach is set to revolutionize associated research 
and position the Gulf Coast as a global leader in scientific trans-
formation. Through a groundbreaking collective impact frame-
work that seeks to engage community members in the full brain 
health promotion, research and innovation process, the BHI 
will draw on some of the brightest minds of our time to address 
what experts say may be the biggest medical priority of the 21st 
century: brain health.

Featuring collaborative leadership from Massachusetts Gen-
eral Hospital, a Harvard Medical School Teaching Hospital, 
and the Academy for Brain Health and Performance, the BHI 
will focus on the science, application, and innovation of brain 
health promotion, prevention, early identification, innovative 
intervention and performance optimization across the lifes-
pan. This focus intends to increase brain health protective fac-
tors and reduce risk factors, improving brain health outcomes 
across the lifespan for the Gulf Coast region and beyond.

More information about the monthly Brain Health Matters! 
speaker series and the Brain Health Initiative can be found at 
www.brainhealthinitiative.org.

Lifestyle, Including Sleep,  
Matters When It Comes to Brain Health
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Dr. Stephanie Peabody, founder and executive director of the Brain Health 
Initiative.
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March 19 – April 15, 2020             
Please note that all meetings will be held at Town Hall unless otherwise specified.

Thursday, March 19, 2020		
Town Hall Salon B & C	 8:30 A.M.	 CDD 1 Board Meeting	
Town Hall Salon B & C	 9:00 A.M.	 CDD 2 Board Meeting	
Town Hall Salon B & C	 9:30 A.M.	 CDD 5 Board Meeting	
Town Hall Salon B & C	 11:00 A.M.	 CDD 6 Board Meetings	
Town Hall Salon B	 3:00 P.M. 	 CEVA Safety Committee 	
Monday, March 23rd, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 10:00 A.M. 	 CEVA Finance Committee Meeting	
Town Hall Salon B	 2:00 P.M.	 CEVA Fining Committee 	
Town Hall Salon C	 4:00 P.M.	 CDD 1 Budget Workshop	
Town Hall Salon A	 5:30 P.M. 	 Hollow Board Meeting	
Tuesday, March 24th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon B	 8:30 A.M. 	 SRVA Modifications Committee	
Town Hall Salon C	 10:00 A.M. 	 CDD 6 Budget Workshop
Town Hall Salon B & C	 3:00 P.M. 	 CEVA Board Meeting
Wednesday, March 25th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 1:00 P.M. 	 Country Club Modification Committee Workshop
Town Hall Salon C	 3:00 P.M. 	 Edgewater Modification Committee Workshop
Town Hall Salon B & C	 7:00 P.M. 	 SRVA Board Meeting
Thursday, March 26th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 10:30 A.M. 	 CDD 5 Budget Workshop
Town Hall Board Room	 3:00 P.M.	� Augusta/Oakmont Neighborhood  

Committee Meeting
Town Hall Salon C	 3:00 P.M. 	 CDD 2 Budget Workshop
Town Hall Salon B & C	 5:45 P.M. 	 Watercrest Annual Members Meeting
Monday, March 30th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 5:00 P.M.	 SRVA Compliance Committee
Wednesday, April 1st, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 4:00 P.M. 	 GBVA Modifications Committee
Thursday, April 2nd, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 3:00 P.M. 	 CEVA Restrictions Revisions
Monday, April 6th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 9:00 A.M. 	 CEVA Landscape Committee Meeting	
Town Hall Board Room	 5:00 P.M.	 GBVA Compliance Committee	
Town Hall Salon B	 7:00 P.M. 	 CDD 4 Safety Committee Workshop	
Town Hall Salon C	 7:00 P.M.	 Brier Creek Neighborhood Committee	
Wednesday, April 8th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon B	 1:00 P.M. 	 Country Club Modification Committee Workshop
Town Hall Salon B	 3:00 P.M. 	 Edgewater Modification Committee Workshop
Town Hall Salon C	 4:00 P.M. 	 CDD 4 Budget Workshop
Town Hall Salon B	 6:00 P.M. 	 Walk Annual Meeting 
Monday, April 13th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 9:00 A.M. 	 CDD 6 Agenda Review Workshop 
Town Hall Board Room	 3:00 P.M. 	 Canterbury/Laurel Valley Neighborhood Meeting
Tuesday, April 14th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon B & C	 8:00 A.M.	 IDA Board Meeting
Town Hall Salon A	 8:30 A.M.	 SRVA Modifications Committee
Town Hall Salon B & C	 10:00 AA.M. 	 CDD 1 Agenda Review Workshop
Town Hall Salon B & C	 1:00 P.M. 	 CDD 2 Agenda Review Workshop
Town Hall Salon B & C	 2:30 P.M. 	 CDD 5 Agenda Review Workshop
Wednesday, April 15th, 2020		
Town Hall Salon C	 10:00 A.M. 	 CDD 4 Agenda Review Workshop
Town Hall Salon C	 10:15 A.M. 	 CDD 4 Board Meeting
Town Hall Salon A	 4:00 P.M.	 Mizner Reserve Neighborhood Meeting
Town Hall Salon C	 4:00 P.M. 	 GBVA Modifications Committee
Town Hall Salon B	 6:00 P.M.	 GBVA Board Meeting	
*Meeting dates and times are subject to change

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS
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LAKEWOOD RANCH COMMUNITY Activities
Building a true sense of community, through memorable events and social clubs.

The rest of the season is 
in full swing, and coming 
up we’ve got more of our 
“Off the Ranch” bus rides! 
These rides are a great way 
to get off The Ranch and 
visit some of our wonder-
ful regional attractions just 
outside of our community, such as spring 
training with the Orioles, the Ringling Mu-
seum, and beautiful Siesta Key Beach. For 
more information on all the off-the-ranch 
bus rides, please visit myLWR.com.

On April 4, we are excited to bring back 
our signature Easter event, Eggstravagan-
za, taking place at Greenbrook Adventure 
Park. This event is fun for kids ages 2 and 
up. Watch as over 26,000 eggs are scooped 

up in just minutes! To give everyone a fair 
chance, our children’s egg hunt areas are 
separated by different age groups; watch 
in amazement as they race to find the win-
ning prize eggs, with all of the generous gifts 
from our sponsors!

It’s coming up on April, which means mar-
ket season is slowly coming to a close! Make 
sure to get out and visit all your favorite local 
market vendors of the season, which ends 
April 26. As always, we will be in the Lake-
wood Ranch Medical Center parking lot 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. each Sunday through 
the end of April.

The friends of the East Manatee Library 
at Lakewood Ranch are having their inau-
gural author luncheon March 27 at Lake-
wood Ranch Golf and Country Club with 
Mary Walton, author of “Where HISstory 
meets HERstory.” Please join them as they 
welcome Walton, an acclaimed journalist 
and author, while she shares her account 
of one women’s perseverance and self-sac-
rifice that resulted in the unalienable rights 

for all women – the 19th amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution. All proceeds benefit the 
Friends of the East Manatee Library at LWR. 
For more information, please visit their web-
site at LWRlibraryfriends.org.

It’s not too early to start thinking about 
having your company, not for profit, commu-
nity group, civic organization, or social club 
participate in our Tribute to Heroes parade, 

coming up on May 24. Join the parade route 
as thousands line Main Street to honor our 
heroes. This is a great way to give back to our 
community, and have your group recognized 
in the parade. All proceeds from the event 
help our local veteran’s group and event part-
ners, the Braden River VFW Post 12055. Sig-
nup at myLWR.com to participate now and 
get preferred placement in the parade!

Keith Pandeloglou
Director of LWRCAC

SUPPORTING SPONSORS MEDIA SPONSORS

PRESENTING SPONSORS

Social media sources for LWR Community Activities: www.lwrca.org  • facebook.com/LWRCommunityActivities
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Join us for our best season yet | bring this ad for Free Market Swag!

thE fArMErs' MArKEt for thE EntIre LAkewood rAnch regIon

now heLd on sundays froM 10aM to 2pM  
at thE LAkewood rAnch MedIcAL centEr

noveMbEr 3rd–aprIL 26th

8330 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard • Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

foLLoW us on fAcebooK for EvEnt info | thEMarketLwr.coM

Your NEW SUNDAY TrADITIoN
50+ LocAL vendors, 
weEKLy chEf deMos 
& Morning yogA 
frEsh MArKEt producE • dAiry 
Eggs • spicEs & rubs • honey 
frEsh brEAds • bAked goods 
prEparEd foods & More
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Club spotlight

By Ernie Soller, 
Community Correspondent

OK, you finally did it: you decided that it was about time 
that you and your significant other – or just you – left the 
snows of winter behind. You packed it all up, tossed out all 
your expired-date cold remedies, gave your trusty snow-
blower to a nearby relative, and moved to Florida!

So, now it’s winter “up north,” and you’re sitting in your 
new home in Lakewood Ranch smiling as you watch The 
Weather Channel’s reporting on the latest disastrous snow, 
sleet, and/or ice storm hitting your former hometown. Jim 
Cantori, almost slipping on the ice, is reporting from your old 
home’s downtown! 

You sit back, sipping your Manhattan, waiting for the news 
as to how many cars are stuck in the roadside ditches “back 
home,” and look outside at the green lawn and the multi-col-
ored flowers in your new yard, grinning at the prospect of 
calling your former next-door neighbor to tell him about 
your having had breakfast outdoors that morning. And then 
it hits you.

What else have you got going?
Your kids are married and living lives of their own, hauling 

your grandkids to soccer and dance lessons. They call maybe 
once a week, just to make sure that you’re still perpendicular 
to the floor, or to ask if you want in on their office’s Super 
Bowl pool. 

You like living in Florida, but haven’t gotten into a whole 
lot of activities – at least not yet. You’re biding your time … 
right?

Guess what? You’re an “empty nester.”
But fear not, for there’s a cure for the empty nester blues, 

right here on The Ranch. It’s called the Lakewood Ranch 
Empty Nesters Club, and it promises to alleviate your feel-
ings of ennui. 

The Lakewood Ranch Empty Nesters Club has been 
around almost as long as Lakewood Ranch itself, at least go-
ing back to around 2000.

The Club meets at the Lakewood Ranch Town Hall twice a 
month, at 12:30 p.m. on the first and third Tuesdays of each 
month for a lunch meeting. The lunch is a potluck event, so 
bring whatever you like to cook – or go down to Publix and 
grab one of their already-prepared meal items.

The lunch meetings are intended to be a social gathering, 
and they provide for the opportunity not only to get togeth-

er with other empty nesters, but also to plan activities for the 
members.

On the day I visited, member Janet Stewart presented sev-
eral additions to the club’s outing schedule. There was a trip 
to Mixon’s Farm, to take the Farm’s tram ride, learning about 
the citrus business in our area, and to have lunch there – and 
maybe return home with some of Mixon’s goodies.

A trip to Palmer’s Orchid Farm was also discussed for the 
next month’s outing, along with trips to Snook Haven in Ven-
ice, and the Siesta Key Rum distillery, just to name a few. (The 
distillery tour sounds like a real winner. I wonder how many 
samples are included!)

Not satisfied with simply being a “go, gab, and eat” club, 
the Lakewood Ranch Empty Nesters Club also makes charity 

a focal point of their meetings. Members are asked to bring 
non-perishable and not-outdated food items with them to 
the meetings, which are donated to the “Our Daily Bread” 
food bank.

So, the Lakewood Ranch Empty Nesters Club offers resi-
dents a chance to meet and greet, to get out and do things 
around the area, and to engage in charitable activity.

If you’d like to join, or just would like some additional infor-
mation on the Lakewood Ranch Empty Nesters Club, con-
tact Peggy Walther at mfwalther@verizon.net.

So get in gear, get out of the house, and get yourself 
down to the Lakewood Ranch Empty Nesters Club! Meet 
new friends and have more fun in Florida.

That way, instead of just calling your friends “up north” to 
tell them how warm the weather is in winter here in Florida, 
you’ll also be able to tell them about all the interesting plac-
es you’ve been and the new friends you’ve met.

The Lakewood Ranch “Empty Nesters” Club – 
Check It Out!

Clockwise from top left: Members having lunch at Town Hall
Janet Stewart discussing possible outings for the Club
Signup for orchid farm activity

Photos by Ernie Soller
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Please note that all events take place at The Chabad House located 
on 5712 Lorraine Road, Lakewood Ranch, unless otherwise noted.

Torah Studies
Saturdays, 9-9:30 a.m.
Participate in a fascinating class on the Torah portion of the week. 
Discover the mystical meanings and lessons behind ancient stories. 
Admission is free.  

Weekly Shabbat Services
Friday night, 6:30 p.m.; Saturday mornings, 9:30 a.m., Shab-
bat Kiddush at noon
Enjoy warm, family-friendly services at The Chabad House. Satur-
day morning services are followed by a delicious buffet Kiddush.  

Talmud classes
Mondays, 7:30-8:30 p.m.
Explore the Talmud and its laws in its original text. No prior knowl-
edge of the Talmud or Hebrew is necessary. Book fee: $45.

Chabad Hebrew School of the Arts
Sundays, March 22 and 29, 9:30 a.m. to noon
Give your child the experience of a lifetime at CHS featuring an 
outstanding curriculum, professional and warm teachers, hands-
on lessons, CKids motivational system and a innovative Hebrew 
reading Aleph Champ program.

RCS – An Eternal Blueprint
Thursday, March 19, noon
The secret of Jewish survival is the Torah, but what value is the 
Torah in our everyday lives? Based on the assertion of the Zohar 
that the Torah is the blueprint of the world, the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
constantly emphasized that no element of creation can possibly 
be in conflict with Torah. The Torah is not only a guide to living a 
holy, spiritual life, but also a guide to how to properly utilize and 
interact with the world in optimal fashion. Lunch will be served. 
Course fee: $75, textbook included or $18 per class.

CTeen – Passover Foam Party
Sunday, March 22, 12:15 p.m
Join Chabad of Bradenton and Lakewood Ranch for a foam party 
and Passover car wash! Clean cars for Passover and raise money 
for food for needy families. Lunch and drinks will be served. Cost is 
$18; free for CTeen members. .

For more information on any of the ongoing events,  
call Rabbi Mendy Bukiet at (941)752-3030 or e-mail  
rabbi@chabadofbradenton.com.

March Programs at Chabad 
of Bradenton  

& Lakewood Ranch

On Feb. 24, co-workers, friends, and family of Roger Hill 
gathered to cut the ribbon on the park bearing his name. 

Hill was Schroeder-Manatee Ranch’s (SMR) ranch manager 
for some three decades.  Although SMR is now best-known 
for its award-winning master-planned residential develop-
ment, Lakewood Ranch, the company is rooted in agriculture, 
which Hill, an avid fisherman and hunter, loved to showcase. 
Hill also gave back to the community, serving as the director 
and two-term president of the Manatee County Fair Asso-
ciation and volunteering with Florida Farm Bureau and the 
Manatee County Cattlemen’s Association, among others. 

The Roger Hill Park is located behind the Harmony vil-
lage, off White Eagle Boulevard. It is accessible by bike or foot, 
connecting to the parking area and amenities at James L. Pat-
ton Community Park. 

The top 36 FIRST LEGO League (FLL) teams across Flori-
da’s West Coast were recently invited to compete in the FLL 

Regional Championship for the opportunity to be one of the 
three teams to receive an invitation to a global invitational, one 
of seven to advance to the Florida State Championship, and/or 
the one team to be nominated for the FLL Global Innovation 
Award.  Each team was challenged to: 1. identify a problem with 
a building or public space in their community and provide an 
innovative solution to solve it; 2. design and build a robot, asso-
ciated attachments, and code to autonomously complete up to 
14 different complex missions within 2.5 minutes, and; 3. do it 
all while displaying the FIRST Core Values!

The LWR BotTanks students were awarded all three oppor-
tunities, an incredible accomplishment and opportunity for the 

students! The LWR BotTanks, comprised of Lexi Brielmann 
(Willis Elementary), Matthew Goldberg (Dr. Mona Jain Mid-
dle School), Jaxon Lemus (Nolan Middle School), Ike Lippin-
cott (Nolan Middle School), Owen Lippincott (Nolan Middle 
School), Tess Lippincott (Nolan Middle School), Michael Merino 
(Dr. Mona Jain Middle School), and Natalie Merino (Gullett El-
ementary), will represent the entire region (including Lakewood 
Ranch) at the South Carolina Global Invitational May 6–9, at the 
Florida State Championship on March 28 in Niceville, Fla., and 
at the FIRST LEGO League Global Innovation Award to be held 
June 7-9 at Disney World. Through the nomination for the Glob-
al Innovation Award, they will have the opportunity to go on to 
meet government leaders, receive patents, bring their invention 
to market, and could even receive $20,000 for their work.

Park Honoring SMR  
Ranch Manager Opens

LWR Lego Champs!

Photos by Eric Nalpas
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Business leaders and various government 
officials gathered March 2 to commem-

orate the completion of the Lakewood Ranch 
Boulevard extension south to Fruitville Road. 

The completion of Lakewood Ranch Boule-
vard will facilitate travel from Fruitville Road 
in Sarasota County, to U.S. 301, north of the 
Manatee River, via the Fort Hamer Bridge, in 
Manatee County. The road will improve the 
transportation network for people in both 
counties, alleviating congestion on I-75. This 
is the second north-south road that the Lake-
wood Ranch Stewardship District has built; 
the Lorraine Road extension, between Univer-
sity Parkway and Fruitville Road, was finished 
in 2017.

“The Lakewood Ranch Boulevard and Lor-
raine Road projects are of regional significance 
in that they provide increased mobility not for 
just Lakewood Ranch residents but everyone 
in Manatee and Sarasota counties,” said Rex 
Jensen, president and CEO of Schroeder-Man-
atee Ranch, Inc. “They are a continuation of 
our established standards of planning and in-
frastructure quality.” 

 Both the Lorraine Road and Lakewood 
Ranch Boulevard extensions connect Manatee 
and Sarasota counties, and run along Lake-

wood Ranch Waterside, The Ranch’s first de-
velopment in Sarasota County, with more than 
5,100 homes planned at completion. Waterside 
Place, the lakefront town center that will be 
home to stylish shops, acclaimed restaurants, 
and more, is under construction and expected 
to be complete by the end of the year.

The road project was a collaboration be-
tween Schroeder-Manatee Ranch (the devel-

oper of Lakewood Ranch) and Sarasota Coun-
ty; Schroeder-Manatee Ranch has a history, 
since its inception, of planning and imple-
menting infrastructure ahead of development.

“The opening of this section of Lakewood 
Ranch Boulevard completes this much needed 
north-south thoroughfare connecting Man-
atee and Sarasota counties, providing a par-
allel reliever road to I- 75,” said Betsy Benac, 

chairwoman of the Manatee County Board of 
County Commissioners. “It has taken deter-
mination, grit and cooperation to get it done 
– thanks to SMR for being a great leader in this 
public private partnership!”

The road was built by Woodruff and Sons, in 
about a year and a half, at the cost of approxi-
mately $16 million. Construction of the 1.711 
miles of four-lane roadway took 14,676 tons of 
asphalt, 4,400 linear feet of guardrails, 9,979 
square yards of concrete for the sidewalk, and 
34,918 linear feet of curb. The extension fea-
tures two roundabouts and 82 streetlights. 

“I am incredibly excited about this event,” 
said Mike Moran, chairman of the Saraso-
ta County Board of County Commissioners. 
“Traffic is a quality of life issue for our com-
munity and a top priority. It is a huge day for 
Sarasota County residents.”  

Neal Communities recently broke ground on Windward, a 
new 450-acre gated community that will have 900 homes 

at its completion. 
The architectural inspiration for the community includes a 

collection of designs, such as British West Indies, coastal, island 
and farmhouse styles. 

Windward will include a 7.8-acre amenity center with a 
9,600-square-foot clubhouse including gathering spaces, a fit-
ness center, pools, dog parks, a playground, a sports field and 
multiple athletic courts including pickleball, tennis and volley-
ball courts. The community will also have a full-time lifestyle 
coordinator to plan and host events for residents throughout 
the year. 

Windward will offer 16 floorplans, seven of which will be on 
display as model homes. Plans are in development to construct 

a “Discovery Center” sales office. 
Floorplans will include paired villas and single-family homes. 

Paired villas range from 1,434 square feet to 1,524 square feet. 
Single-family homes start at 1,531 square feet and can be as 
large as 2,907 square feet. 

“We’re excited to break ground on this project so early in the 
year,” said Mike Storey, president and CEO at Neal Communi-
ties. “Windward will offer a wide range of floorplan options to 
Lakewood Ranch starting this summer.” 

Windward is located in Sarasota County along the southern 
gateway of Lakewood Ranch, three-and-a-half miles east of 
I-75 at the corner of Lorraine and Fruitville roads, and is adja-
cent to Lakewood Ranch’s Waterside community. Windward is 
currently scheduled to open in the summer of 2020. 

For more information visit nealcommunities.com/. 

Lakewood Ranch Boulevard Extension  
Now Open

Neal Communities Breaks Ground  
on New LWR Neighborhood
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Around the ranch

Photos by Eric Nalpas Campout Helps  
Build Community

Lakewood Ranch’s second annual Community Cam-
pout at Greenbrook Adventure Park proved its appeal 
by drawing twice as many campers – more than 50 
families – as last year! Starting in the late afternoon, 
campers were offered a host of outdoor activities, in-

cluding a tent-pitching demo, nature hike, hands-on 
science activity, interaction with a Manatee Sheriff’s 
Office K9 police team and an engine from East Man-
atee Fire Rescue, live music, storytelling, an outdoor 
movie, and of course, dinner around the campfire. 
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SATURDAY, MARCH 21
9:30 AM - 1:15 PM

RIVERVIEW PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
1 RAM WAY | SARASOTA

DATE: LOCATION:

CLASS 1: 
America and the World 2020: 
Where Are We Now? 
(And where are we going?)

CLASS 2: 
The Art of Aging: 
A Prescription for Mind and Body

CLASS 3: 
Three Books that 
Changed the World

PROFESSOR: 

William Burke-White
University of Pennsylvania
Gorman Award for Teaching Excellence

PROFESSOR: 

Catherine Sanderson  
Amherst College
Princeton Review’s Best 300 Professors

PROFESSOR: 

Joseph Luzzi
Bard College
Scaglione Prize for Teaching Excellence

9:30 AM 
-

 10:35 AM

10:50 AM 
-

 11:55 AM

12:10 PM 
-

 1:15 PM

REGISTER AT ONEDAYU.COM OR CALL 800 300 3438 is a Proud Sponsor of 
One Day University

Full price $159
USE CODE SARASOTA $119

POLITICS PSYCHOLOGY LITERATURE

ONE DAY UNIVERSITY
LIVE TALKS WITH THE NATION’S GREATEST PROFESSORS

PRESENTS
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The Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance 
(LWRBA) is a business organization commit-
ted to connecting, educating and strengthen-
ing the business community in the Lakewood 
Ranch region. The LWRBA’s 750+ member 
businesses reflect a wide variety of small and 
large businesses across all industries in and 
around Lakewood Ranch. More information is 
available online at www.LWRBA.org. 

Upcoming Events
(Please visit www.LWRBA.org to sign up for 
these events.)

Luncheon: State of the State  
with Senator Galvano
Wednesday, March 25
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Grove Ballroom
10670 Boardwalk Loop
$37 LWRBA members; $47 non-members

Join us as we host President of the Florida 
Senate Bill Galvano (District 21) as he delivers a 
2019-2020 legislative session overview with an 
emphasis on Lakewood Ranch and Manatee 
and Sarasota counties.

Young Leaders Alliance  
Networking Social
Thursday, March 26
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Lakewood Ranch Golf and Country Club
7650 Legacy Blvd.
Free for YLA members, $15 non-members

Join the Young Leaders Alliance at the Lake-
wood Ranch Golf and Country Club for a fun 
evening of networking alongside fellow young 
professionals, along with some giant Jenga and 
cornhole! Enjoy complimentary light bites and 
a cash bar with happy hour specials!

Networking Social:  
Grand Living at Lakewood Ranch
Wednesday, April 1
5-7 p.m.
Grand Living at Lakewood Ranch
7230 University Parkway
Free for members; $15 non-members

The Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance’s 
April social is hosted by one of LWR’s newest 
additions, Grand Living at Lakewood Ranch. 
Mingle with fellow members and enjoy compli-
mentary appetizers provided by Grand Living’s 
in-house culinary team.

Alliance LEADS: Manatee and Sarasota 
County Supervisors of Elections 
Wednesday, April 8
7:30-9 a.m.
Keiser University
6151 Lake Osprey Drive
$10 members; $20 non-members

Manatee and Sarasota counties’ supervisors 
of elections, Mike Bennett and Ron Turner, join 
us to recap the presidential primary elections, 
as well as look ahead to November’s general 
election.

Luncheon: Even Cheetahs Slow Down - 
Unbreakable Laws of Nature to Help You 
Drive (and Survive!) Change
Friday, April 17
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m.
Grove Ballroom
10670 Boardwalk Loop
$35 LWRBA members; $50 non-members

Driving change is a journey not for the faint-
at-heart. You must be prepared for challenges 
and opportunities both known and unknown. 
How do you measure your progress, stay en-
gaged, and keep moving forward? Speaker Ju-
lie Henry will share a time-tested, proven meth-
odology to both drive and survive change. 
She’ll discuss ideas, share challenges, and most 
importantly, actively reflect on key takeaways 
that can be implemented immediately.

2020 Ranch Scramble Golf Tournament
Friday, April 24
11 a.m.-6 p.m.
Esplanade Golf and Country Club
12825 Malachite Drive
$725 foursome ($805 after April 3)
$195 individuals ($210 after April 3)

It’s almost time for our 2020 Ranch Scramble 
Golf Tournament! Join us at the beautiful Espla-
nade Golf and Country Club for an afternoon 
on the links with your Alliance friends. Ideal for 
golfers of all skill levels! Includes lunch, awards 
reception, fun games, and raffles.
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March/April 2020
Visit lakewoodranchgov.org for the latest updates 

March 16 – Third Monday
• Handcrafts and More, Town Hall, 10 a.m.
• Lakewood Ranch Women’s Club Knitters, Town Hall, 3:30 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.
• Monday Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 6 p.m.
• Creative Arts Association of LWR, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

March 17 – Third Tuesday
• �People’s Photography Club focus group board meeting, 
 �Town Hall North, 2 p.m.

• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 7 p.m.

March 18 – Third Wednesday
• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Women’s Book Club, Town Hall 1 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

March 19 – Third Thursday
• LWR Women’s Club Yoga, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Dragon Ladies’ Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 1 p.m.
• Gardeners Out East Garden Club, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.  
• LWR Women’s Club Book Club, 6:45 p.m.

March 20 – Third Friday
• Shanti Yoga, Town Hall,  10 a.m.

• Art League Club, Town Hall,  noon
• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon
• Wine Club, Town Hall 6:30 p.m.

March 21 – Third Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.
• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m.
• Scribes, Town Hall, 10 a.m. 

March 22 – Fourth Sunday
• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 & 2, 2 p.m.

March 23 – Fourth Monday
• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon
• Spyglass Card Sharks, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Anglers’ board meeting, Town Hall,  6:30 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.
• Monday Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 6 p.m.
• Running Club, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

March 24 – Fourth Tuesday
• Bridge on Tuesday, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• Italian American Club, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 7 p.m.

March 25 – Fourth Wednesday
• Women’s Duplicate Bridge, 8 a.m.
• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

March 26 – Fourth Thursday
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Dragon Ladies’ Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 1 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• American Asian Women’s Association, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

March 27 – Fourth Friday
• Women’s Exercise Class, 9 a.m.
• Shanti Yoga, 10 a.m.
• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon
• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon
• American Asian Women Association, 6 p.m.
• Pro Jam, 6:30 p.m.

March 28 – Fourth Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.
• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m.

March 29 – Fifth Sunday
• LWR Women’s Soccer, Greenbrook Adventure Park, 2 p.m.

March 30 – Fifth Monday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.
• Monday Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 6 p.m.
• Lakewood Ranch Anglers’ Club, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

March 31 – Fifth Tuesday
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 7 p.m.

Community Events & Club Calendar

See calendar, Page 25
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March 26 – Fourth Thursday
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Dragon Ladies’ Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 1 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• American Asian Women’s Association, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

March 27 – Fourth Friday
• Women’s Exercise Class, 9 a.m.
• Shanti Yoga, 10 a.m.
• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon
• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon
• American Asian Women Association, 6 p.m.
• Pro Jam, 6:30 p.m.

March 28 – Fourth Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.
• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m.

March 29 – Fifth Sunday
• LWR Women’s Soccer, Greenbrook Adventure Park, 2 p.m.

March 30 – Fifth Monday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.
• Monday Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 6 p.m.
• Lakewood Ranch Anglers’ Club, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

March 31 – Fifth Tuesday
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 7 p.m.

Community Events & Club Calendar

April 1 – First Wednesday
• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 9 a.m.
• Bingo, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.
• CERT set up members, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
• CERT members meeting, Town Hall, 7:30 p.m.

April 2 – First Thursday
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Dragon Ladies’ Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 1 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.

April 3 – First Friday
• Women’s Exercise Class, 9 a.m.
• Shanti Yoga, 10 a.m.
• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon
• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, noon

April 4 – First Saturday
• Eggstravaganza, Greenbrook Adventure Park, 9:30 a.m. 
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.
• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 8:30 a.m.
• Scribes, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

April 5 – First Sunday
• Digital Photography, Town Hall, noon
• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 & 2, 2 p.m.
• Sunday Duplicate Bridge, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

April 6 – First Monday
• Women’s Club Yoga, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.     
• Handcrafts and More, Town Hall, 10 a.m.
• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon
• Spyglass Card Sharks, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• LWR Women’s Club Knitters, Town Hall, 3:30 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.
• Monday Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 6 p.m.
• Genealogy Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

April 7 – First Tuesday
• Lunch Club, Town Hall, 11 a.m.
• Empty Nesters, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• Anglers’ Club, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.
• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 7 p.m.

April 8 – Second Wednesday
• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 9 a.m.
• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

April 9 – Second Thursday
• Women’s Club Yoga, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.
• Dragon Ladies’ Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 1 p.m.
• Thursday Bridge, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• People’s Photography Club, Town Hall North, 5:30 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• Women’s Club general meeting setup, Town Hall, 5:30 p.m.
• Women’s Club general meeting, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

April 10 – Second Friday
• Women’s Exercise Class, 9 a.m.

April 11 – Second Saturday
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.
• Football Club, soccer field #1, 8 a.m.

April 12 – Second Sunday
• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 & 2, 2 p.m.

April 13 – Second Monday
• Lakewood Ranch Garden Club general meeting, 9:30 a.m.
• LWR Women’s Club Yoga, 9:30 a.m.
• Art League Club, Town Hall, noon
• Gardeners Out East, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.
• Monday Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 6 p.m.
• CERT board meeting, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

April 14 – Second Tuesday
• Bridge on Tuesday, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Women’s Club Blankets for Babies, 1 p.m.
• Digital Photography board meeting, 5 p.m.
• Football Club, soccer field/baseball diamond, 5:30 p.m.
• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall North, 7 p.m.

April 15 – Third Wednesday
• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.
• Women’s Book Club, Town Hall 1 p.m.
• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.
• CERT radio communications committee, 7 p.m.

from Page 24
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Whether you’re planning a corporate banquet 
or an offsite team meeting, when you want to 
be sure your event will be flawless, trust it to 

the stunning settings and professional staff at 
Lakewood Ranch Golf & Country Club.

BETTER BUSINESS

starts here 
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By Ernie Soller,
Community Correspondent

At the monthly board meetings of the Lake-
wood Ranch Community Development 

Districts and the Inter-District Authority, the 
word was the same. Helen Painter, partner in 
the accounting firm of Purvis, Gray and Co. 
reported that her company’s audits of Lake-
wood Ranch’s finances for the 2019 fiscal year 
indicated that things were going well, indeed.

Over and over, she stated that the audit 
reports were “unmodified,” and/or a “clean 
opinion” – meaning that the auditors found 
no financial problems or irregularities, an in-
dication that Lakewood Ranch’s finances are 
at the highest level of accuracy. 

Supervisors, on hearing the results of the 
audits, praised Finance Director Steve Ziel-
inski and his staff for their expertise and ac-
curacy.

Pre-Employment Drug Testing
Attorney Mark Barnebey, commenting on 

a question at the IDA board meeting regard-
ing requiring drug testing for new hires, not-
ed that under current laws, drug testing for 
prospective employees of Lakewood Ranch 
would only be acceptable for employees who 

are being hired for a safety-sensitive position. 
He recommended that the IDA compile a list 
of such positions (for example-heavy equip-
ment operator), and, after that list has been 
compiled, then Lakewood Ranch could re-
quire pre-employment drug testing for appli-
cants for those positions.

Pine Trees
Anna Vigliotti, a resident of District 2’s 

Edgewater Cove neighborhood, came to the 
meeting to request that the District take ac-
tion regarding a group of large pine trees 
which, according to Vigliotti, are causing 
moisture buildup and flooding issues. In ad-
dition, she indicated that these trees are large 
and are leaning in the direction of homes. She 
acknowledged that normally, in such situa-
tions involving District trees overgrowing res-
idential property, the residents are expected to 
trim the trees if they present a problem, but 
expressed her concern that these particular 
trees have grown to a large height, and for a 
resident to attempt to trim them would re-
quire the hiring of a “bucket truck” at a mini-
mum of around $1,000, a very large cost for an 
individual homeowner. She also commented 
that if individual homeowners were to attempt 

to trim these trees, they might not be trimmed 
in an even manner, and could look unsightly.

Operations Director Paul Chetlain acknowl-
edged that the trees are overgrowing residen-
tial property, that they need major trimming, 
and that they have grown “out of scale.”

The District 2 board will look into what can 
be done. 

District 2 supervisors were informed that 
over 1,000 soil moisture sensor systems have 
been installed in the District, although some 
may need relocation or re-calibration.

Gopher Tortoises
Operations Director Chetlain reported that 

a count of gopher tortoises in District 1, along 
the Braden River, is under way and the results 
will be available soon. Last year, the tortoise 
count was between 30 and 40 of the animals.

District Bond Refinance
At the last meeting of the District 6 board, 

the supervisors voted to look into the possi-
bility of refinancing three series of District 
bonds.

At the February District 6 meeting, after 
the board voted to engage MBS to act as their 
agent, Brett Sealy, managing partner at MBS 

Capital markets, LLC presented a plan to refi-
nance three sets of District 6 bonds: The small 
2010 bond issue, the 2014 bond issue, and the 
2015 bond issue.

Because of the drop in interest rates, MBS 
will be able, through private placement, to 
save the District around $7,000 per year on 
the 2010 bonds, around $43,000 per year on 
the 2014 bonds, and about $34,000 per year 
on the 2015 bonds by refinancing them as a 
package.

The proposal was approved by the board, 
and the closing on the refinancing will be vot-
ed on at a special board meeting on March 20 
at 11 a.m.

This move may make it possible for the Dis-
trict 6 board to reduce assessments for home-
owners.

Garage Sale
The District 1 and District 4 Community 

Garage Sale will be held March 28.

Shred Day
The annual Lakewood Ranch Shred Day 

will be April 18 at the Town Hall. Bring some 
cans of food to help feed the hungry in our 
community.

Audit Reports – Good News For Ranch Districts
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Take advantage of this opportunity to live a true country club lifestyle in Lakewood Ranch 
N E W  H O M E S  F R O M  T H E  M I D  $ 4 0 0 S  T O  O V E R  $ 1 M  –  J U S T  M I N U T E S  F R O M  S A R A S O T A

Join us from 1 to 4 pm | Tour 6 Model Homes | Visit CountryClubEast.com for Directions
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By Ernie Soller,
Community Correspondent

Once upon a time, there was a large restau-
rant located in the heart of the Lake-

wood Ranch Main Street shopping area. It was 
called the Polo Grill and Bar and, attached to 
the restaurant at one end was a ballroom facil-
ity, the only one in Lakewood Ranch (outside 
of the LWR Golf and Country Club) capable 
of accommodating a large banquet crowd.

The Polo Grill and Bar was decorated in a 
style derived from the “polo tack room” tra-
dition – that is, dark stained woodwork, rich 
wall colors, warm and friendly in a cozy way, 
but not exactly bright and airy and tropical in 
any way, shape or form.

Enter Hugh Miller, owner of Pier 22. He 
bought the former Polo Grill location, and he 
and his executive chef, Greg Campbell, collab-
orated on the transformation of a somewhat 
staid-looking eatery into the bright, airy, and 
definitely different Grove. 

Where there was dark stained woodwork, 
and a lot of warm colored walls, there is now 
bright metal, slabs of locally harvested wood 
from very old trees, and the colors of sea foam 
on the walls. Where there was a bar area, 
which was a bit on the dark side, with very 
subdued lighting, there is now at Grove an 
outdoor bar area, light and bright, and ready 
for a summer’s pick-me-up, or the snowbird 
invasion. Indeed, there’s now a lot of seating 
outside in the open air and, if things get a bit 
chilly, Grove has portable heaters on hand to 
warm those patrons who elect to sit in the 
open air. There’s even a tabletop “fire pit” for 
good measure.

As for the ballroom area, it, too has been 
given a facelift. The somewhat darker colors 
of the Polo Grill era have given way to – here 
again – a much lighter, tropical pastel look.

So … the food’s been good, the atmosphere 
fun-filled, the service cheerful, and, after a 
year of success at the Grove, a celebration was 
in order.

Invitations were disbursed, and a crowd of 
Lakewood Ranchers, including many mem-
bers of the local business community as well as 
residents, showed up on the evening of Feb. 20. 

To get things off to a rousing start, the crowd 

was entertained by the Mighty Drumline 
from the Sarasota Military Academy. Once 
these young people did their thing, there was 
no question that there was something big go-
ing on here.

Miller and Campbell cut a ribbon, a few 
appropriate words were said, and the crowd 
was then able to take in the warm spring air in 
front of Grove, where the next attraction was 
a fire dancer, whose act was soon followed by 
fireworks, or patrons could enter the ballroom 
area to release a glass of champagne from its 

notch in an ivy-covered wall of champagne. 
These champagne walls were set up on either 
side of the doors leading into the ballroom. 

There were a couple of bars set up for those 
who preferred to consume cocktails or cab-
ernet, and some of the guests partook of a 
green-hued rum concoction that was chilled 
as it was being poured out of a large ice sculp-
ture bearing the name GROVE in big green 
letters. Interesting!

Grove served up some mighty tasty snacks 
for their celebration. There were several trays 

of food – from cheeses to a Tuscan veggie tray, 
to a charcuterie board with all sorts of tasty 
meat offerings. And, if meat and cheeses were 
not your primary choice, you could also par-
take of morsels of tasty sushi! 

And, if all of that wasn’t enough, there was 
a dessert bar set up in a side room – complete 
with macaron “sandwiches” along with mini 
eclairs, and if you wanted to go directly into 
chocolate heaven, a tray of chocolate truffles 
of various flavors. (I saw one woman of a cer-
tain age slip a few truffles into a plastic bag 
before she left the party!) Yes, they really were 
that good!

Now of course, if you consumed all that food 
– and especially all that dessert – then you had 
better have hit the dance floor, as Grove also 
provided a singing disc jockey to enable its 
guests to work off a couple of calories.

All in all, a great party for the “new” hotspot 
on Main Street – in Lakewood Ranch, of 
course!

Congratulations to Grove!

Lakewood Ranch’s Grove Celebrates  
a Year of Food and Fun

Photos by Ernie soller
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IT ’S  NOT J UST A CLU B ,  IT ’S  A LIFEST Y LE
3 Championship Courses   |   State-Of-The-Art Golf Academy   |   2 Award-Winning Clubhouses 
2 Golf Practice Facilities   |   New App For Booking Tee Times, Logging Your Scores & Dining Reservations  
A Full Social Calendar   |   20-Court Tennis Center   |   12 Pickleball Courts  |   24-Hour Fitness Center 
70 Weekly Fitness Classes   |   2 Heated Pools  |   Bocce Ball & Tournament Croquet Courts   |   Kids’ Camps

7650 LEGACY BLVD, L AKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202    |    941.907.4700 LAKEWOODRANCHGOLF.COM

2019 BEST PRIVATE 
COUNTRY CLUB

– HERALD TRIBUNE –

2018 BEST GOLF 
COMMUNITY
– IDEAL LIVING –

2017 & 2018 GOLDEN 
FORK AWARDS

– GOLF, INC. –

2019 BEST GOLF 
COURSE

– SRQ MAGAZINE –

BEST OF 2020

Readers’ 
Choice

PRIVATE COUNTRY CLUB
2020

2019 BEST PRIVATE 
COUNTRY CLUB

– HERALD TRIBUNE –

2018 BEST GOLF 
COMMUNITY
– IDEAL LIVING –

2017 & 2018 GOLDEN 
FORK AWARDS

– GOLF, INC. –

2019 BEST GOLF 
COURSE

– SRQ MAGAZINE –

NOW IS THE TIME
THE CLUB

THIS IS

JOIN AS A PREMIER 
GOLF MEMBER TO RECEIVE

$5,000 OFF INITIATION FEE   |   $3,000 TOWARD GOLF CLUBS   |   PERSONALIZED GOLF BAG   |   CLUB APPAREL

CUSTOM CLUB FITTING   |   1 PRIVATE LESSON AT OUR GOLF ACADEMY   |   5 GUEST FEE COUPONS 
EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER ENDING 4/30/20

20200129_GCC_GolfPremier_Member_HT_10X9-762_mf3.indd   1 1/28/20   3:14 PM
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Register for events

Reserve Park & Event Venues

Get deals from LWR Businesses

Join a Community Club

.COM

Connecting with your world 

around The Ranch just got a 

whole lot easier. MyLWR.com is 

the new Lakewood Ranch resident 
website designed to help you 

access everything that makes life 

at LWR so sweet.

GET CONNECTED TODAY!

YOUR 
COMMUNITY,
your online hub!
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LAKEWOOD RANCH CHARGERS

2020 SOCCER PROGRAMS
The Lakewood Ranch Chargers Soccer Club provides an opportunity for players within Lakewood Ranch 

as well as Sarasota and Manatee Counties to learn and enjoy the game of soccer. 

THE BEST FACILITIES & LOWEST COMPETITIVE PROGRAM RATES!

PROGRAM IS NOT AFFILIATED WITH MANATEE COUNTY PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

REGISTER TODAY!
WWW.CHARGERSSC.COM/LWR-REC

OR EMAIL LWRRECREATION@CHARGERSSOCCER.COM
FOR MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OUR PROGRAMS 

VISIT US ONLINE OR EMAIL US
COME BE A PART OF THE BEST GAME!

JOIN THE FASTEST GROWING SOCCER CLUB IN LAKEWOOD RANCH!

10 WEEK SEASON DETAILS
BOYS & GIRLS AGES 4 - 14

Program Costs: $125
Fall Season Returning Players: $115

2020 SPRING SCHEDULE
Practices Begin: End of February

Games Begin: End of March
Saturday Morning Games

Season Ends: 5/9/2020 (No Games 4/25/2020)

SPRING 2020 RECREATION PROGRAM

SKILLS ADVANCEMENT PROGRAM
6 Sessions: $50

Begins Monday, 3/23/2020
Every Monday 6:30pm - 7:30pm

Open to players born in 2010 - 2013 ONLY

CAMP PROGRAMS
SPRING BREAK CAMP

3/16/2020 - 3/20/2020
Cost - Full Day: $175  •  Half Day: $100

T-shirt included
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Join the Young at Heart!

10920 East State Road 70, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202Transportation services may be available.

Daybreak Adult Day Center is a safe, secure 
environment designed to meet the social, 
recreational, and therapeutic needs of older 
adults who live at home with a loved one but 
cannot be left alone while their caregiver works 
or attends to other responsibilities. 

• Licensed, safe, and secure day center 
• Emotional support
• Promotion of physical and mental well-being
• Nutritious, hot lunch and healthy snacks
• Supervised recreational activities
• Registered nurse on premises Open Monday Through Friday

Please Call 
for a Tour of Our Center

(941) 748-3001

“We are always the same age inside.”
- Gertrude Stein    
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