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The Lakewood Ranch Community Fund recently announced the recipients of 24 grants totaling $82,500, as well as the honorees
for the Humanitarian of the Year award.

It’s what great
communities do!
For more pictures and grant information, see pages 12-13

The next few paragraphs will tell the
story of the “Forward Manatee” Politi-
cal Action Committee (PAC) to support
two referenda on the Nov. 8 ballot. That
ballot language is available at the Mana-
tee County Supervisor of Election’s
website and addresses the following two
initiatives:

• For Manatee County – A new ½ cent
sales tax for existing infrastructure,
focusing on transportation (71%), public
safety and law enforcement (15%), and
parks and green spaces (14%).

• For the Manatee County School
Board – A continuation of a ½ cent sales
tax for school construction and reno-
vation, school security, technology and
safety.

These measures are really about the
kind of future we want for Manatee
County. Do we want better roads? Do
we want better schools? Do we want
safer communities?

The beauty of these two initiatives is
that not only will every dollar raised stay
right here in Manatee County, every
dollar spent will be overseen by inde-
pendent citizen-run oversight commit-
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Around the Ranch offices are at 14400 Covenant Way, Lakewood Ranch, Fla, 34202. The editorial phone number is

757-1542. Fax press releases to 757-1543. The e-mail address is aroundtheranch@lakewoodranch.com.

Advertising Sales/Circulation Around the Ranch is published by Lakewood Ranch Media which is solely responsible for

its content. The Bradenton Herald is responsible for the printing, distribution and sales production of this newspaper.

The articles and editorial viewpoints contained in this publication are written solely by Lakewood Ranch Media with the

assistance of the Community Services Office and other offices in Lakewood Ranch, none of which are associated with

the Bradenton Herald.

The contents of the Around the Ranch newspaper, including information by Around the Ranch correspondents, and

other material contained in Around the Ranch are for informational purposes only and do not render medical advice or

professional services. The information provided through Around the Ranch should not be used for diagnosing or

treating a health problem or disease. Articles contained in this newspaper are not a substitute for professional care or

services. If you have or suspect you may have a problem, you should consult a professional service provider. Never

disregard professional medical advice or delay in seeking it because of something you have read in Around the Ranch.
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tees. And, it is worth not-
ing, tourists and visitors
to our community will
help pay for needed infra-
structure, and the costs
for better roads, schools
and safer neighborhoods
will not be borne just by
property owners.

If both pass, the sales
tax rate in Manatee Coun-
ty will be 7%, exactly the
same as in Sarasota, Pine-
llas, Charlotte, Pasco and
Hillsborough counties.

Clearly, Manatee County
is the loner in the region
without these resources.

As for a little history on
the County’s piece, in
2015, the Manatee Coun-
ty Board of County Com-
missioners formed a di-
verse citizens’ committee
(the Committee) which
was comprised of appoin-
tees by each commission-
er (seven total) plus an
appointee from each of
six key County business

organizations (including
the Lakewood Ranch
Business Alliance), for a
total roster of 13.

Most of us on the Com-
mittee entered that four-
plus month investigative
and learning process with
a healthy level of skepti-
cism about the County’s
need for additional reve-
nue. As the chair of that
group, I worried about
what form our final delib-
erations might take. Spar-
ing you the lengthy de-
tails, the Committee vot-
ed unanimously in sup-
port of a new ½ cent
infrastructure sales tax
for the County. The

“why” of that strong un-
animous recommendation
for the infrastructure
sales tax (versus other
potential revenue sourc-
es) can be distilled down
to a several key points:

• The County is almost
exclusively dependent on
ad valorem/property
taxes for its revenues. The
Committee judged this to
be unsustainable.

• After hearing numer-
ous presentations from
the County department
managers and Sheriff
Brad Steube, we were
convinced of their contin-
uous struggle to provide
essential services in a
highly stringent and com-
petitive budget process.
While we admired their
ability to do more with
less, the Committee felt
this was clearly not in the
best interests of the citi-
zens of Manatee County.

• The budget process
itself is rigorous and al-
most continuous, calling
on each line item to earn
its way into the final bud-
get.

• Property tax rates in
Manatee County are the
lowest on the Gulf Coast,
and the Committee felt
that should not be jeopar-
dized, nor should proper-
ty owners be called on to
shoulder an inordinate
share of the cost of Coun-
ty government.

• The infrastructure
sales tax would cost the
typical Manatee County
family about $5 a month,
and lends itself to being
paid 1/3 by visitors and
non-residents who pro-
vide wear and tear on the
County’s infrastructure
but pay nothing for its
upkeep (Note: the “tourist
bed tax” by statute is not
available for infrastruc-
ture purposes).

• Finally, this approach
would result in almost
immediate action on

long-overdue projects on
the County’s list. Taken
together with the histor-
ically low interest rate
environment in the gov-
ernment bond market
(particularly for a highly-
rated local government
like Manatee County),
this is an incredibly fortu-
nate convergence of op-
portunity for the citizens
of Manatee County that
would be regrettable to
miss out on.

Having spent a fair
amount of my career
working in the eastern
portion of Manatee Coun-
ty and Lakewood Ranch,
and while it is “newer” in
a sense, it shares in these
needs and would certainly
participate in the many
benefits. The County’s
project list, faithful to the
recommendations of the
Committee, includes a
fair distribution of project
benefits throughout the
County, which will be
protected by the already-
established citizen’s over-
sight committee.

As to the school ele-
ment, it is important to
remember it is a contin-
uation of the existing ½
cent sales tax for schools.
The fine new, newer and
renovated schools in Ma-
natee County are the
direct result of the origi-
nal passage of this mea-
sure. Now is not the time
to deprive the Manatee
County School District
and its students of these
critical funds. The needs
are obvious:

• Repair, renovate and
maintain existing schools

• Relieve overcrowding
at existing schools

• Improvements in
school safety

• Improvements in
school technology

• New and improved
student transportation /
buses

These are essentials for

the competitive market
our students will be in.
Whether you have chil-
dren in Manatee County
schools or not, quality
education defines the
fabric of every communi-
ty, and is at the core of
sustained economic pros-
perity. Manatee County
Schools’ new Superin-
tendent Dr. Dianna
Greene has clearly dem-
onstrated her leadership
and that she is worthy of
our trust. We need to
reciprocate and get this
funding done. As she so
ably says, “This is the
Right Path. Right Now.”

Forward Manatee,
while still young, has
earned the support of
many individuals, busi-
nesses and organizations
in Manatee County, in-
cluding endorsements
from the Lakewood
Ranch Business Alliance,
the Manatee Chamber of
Commerce, the Braden-
ton Area Economic De-
velopment Corporation
and the Realtor Associ-
ation of Sarasota and
Manatee.

As a fellow citizen of
Manatee County, I re-
spectfully ask you with all
of my energy to invest in
Manatee County and Vote
Yes on 6 and 7 on Nov. 8.
It is simply the right and
necessary thing to do for
the future of ALL of Ma-
natee County.

Thank you.

County Link:
www.mymanatee.org/
gisapps/pm/halfcent/

School Link:
www.manateeschools.net/
pages/SDMC/
Departments/
Superintendent/contents/
_Communications__Fam-
ily_and_Co/Referendum

FROM PAGE 1R

FORWARD MANATEE



Suncoast Charities for
Children announced new
venue locations for next
year’s festival, scheduled
for Jan. 5-8, 2017. Loca-
tions include Premier
Sports Campus and the
Ancient Oak Gun Club at
Lakewood Ranch, and Gulf
Gate Village in Sarasota.

Lucy Nicandri, the exec-
utive director for Suncoast
Charities for Children the
festival’s director, said the
decision to change venues
was prompted in part by
economics. “Our primary
focus is to do what is best
for the charity, our spon-
sors, and attendees,” Ni-
candri said. “The way to
accomplish that is to keep
expenses at a reasonable
level, allow an opportunity
for growth, and make
everyone attending the
event feel welcome.
Events like Thunder By
The Bay, produced by
Suncoast Charities for
Children, have always
been free to the public and
will continue.”

Area businesses leaders
from Lakewood Ranch
have openly welcomed
the festival knowing its
longstanding history,
economic impact it
brings to the area, and
revenues raised for Sun-
coast Charities for Chil-
dren. Net proceeds from
this annual event allows
Suncoast Charities for
Children to provide sup-
port to five local non-
profit agencies that serve
more than 8,000 chil-
dren, teens, and adults
with special needs. “We
are very excited to wel-
come this festival to the
Lakewood Ranch com-

munity, which will allow
it to expand and grow,”
said Rex Jensen, presi-
dent and CEO of
Schroeder-Manatee
Ranch, Inc., the devel-

oper of Lakewood Ranch.
This year’s Festival

generated an economic
impact of $8.8 Million, an
estimated 8,400 room
nights, and 93% of attend-

ees surveyed indicating
that they would attend the
2017 festival.

For additional festival
Information visit thunder-
bythebay.org.

19th Annual Thunder by the Bay Motorcycle
Festival comes to the Ranch For 2017
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OFFICIAL THUNDER BY 
THE BAY SCHEDULE

Thursday, Jan. 5

Sporting clays tournament – Ancient Oak Gun Club

Registration 8:30 a.m. – Start time 9:30 a.m.

Friday, Jan. 6

“Cruisers and Customs” block party

Gulf Gate Village

Live music – demo displays – “Light Up The Night” bike
show

6 until 11 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 7

• “Cruise for Cash” charity motorcycle ride

Registration 9:30 until 11:30 a.m. at Sarasota Ford

Fun stops with ride ending at Premier Sports Campus at
Lakewood Ranch

$4,000 in cash prizes

• “Rockin’ & Ridin’ at The Ranch” festival

Premier Sports Campus at Lakewood Ranch

More than 100 vendors – live music – demo displays -
food court

Craft beer/wine/spirits tastings

10 a.m. until 10 p.m.

Sunday, Jan. 8

“Rockin’ & Ridin’ at The Ranch” festival

Premier Sports Campus at Lakewood Ranch

More than 100 vendors – live music – demo displays -
food court

Craft beer/wine/spirits tastings

17 class bike show

10 a.m. until 6 p.m.
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Ancient Oak Gun Club

16800 SR 64 East - Lakewood Ranch, FL 34212

Hours: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. Thursday-Monday; last shooter allowed on the course no later than 4 p.m. 

Shooting extended to 7 p.m. on Thursdays during summer season.

941.745.5900 

www.ancientoakgunclub.com

The Ancient Oak Gun Club is set in a pristine area of the Lakewood Ranch community off of State
Road 64 East, and is open to the public. We encourage all who have never shot sporting clays – or who
have never shot at all – to visit and allow us to walk you through the sport to see if this is something that
would interest you.

There are 28 covered shooting stations on two separate courses, which are operated by a wireless,
radio controlled launching system that also offers a delay for the individual shooter and a 5-stand for
shotgun shooting enthusiasts. All stations have three or more trap machines giving you a greater variety
of target presentations. The 5-stand consists of five shooting stations and a variety of individual trap
machines.

The Ancient Oak Gun Club has a well-trained staff to assist beginning shooters and to help host
charity and corporate events, as well as sanctioned instructors for the more experienced shooters.

You need not be a member to shoot, although we do offer various memberships that afford dis-
counts!
Scholastic Clays Target Program – kids 12 to 18: AOGC will hold an organizational meeting for kids and
parents at 2 p.m. Nov. 19. We will field a team of 12- to 18-year-old sporting clays shooters. Local parents
and competitive shooters, as well as Ancient Oak staff, will coach the team. NO SHOOTING EXPERI-
ENCE OR EQUIPMENT IS NECESSARY TO GET STARTED! SCTP teaches responsibility, discipline and
perseverance as well as teamwork and shooting skills. For more information visit sssfonline.org/scholas-
tic-clay-target-program/

We are looking for people who would like to volunteer to become trappers for our registered shoots.
Please call the office to learn more about the benefits of becoming a trapper and what you will receive
for your participation.

For more information visit www.ancientoakgunclub.com

THE HARVEST MOON CLASSIC WILL BE HELD NOV. 12 & 13!

The 15th Annual Sun-
coast Food & Wine Fest,
presented by the Rotary
Club of Lakewood Ranch,
will be held at the Saraso-
ta Polo Grounds in Lake-
wood Ranch from 1-4 p.m.
Nov. 12. Mark your calen-
dar to save the date. You
don't want to miss this
outstanding event!

Attendees will have the
pleasure of sampling more
than 300 American and
international wines and
food servings from more
than 35 of the area's finest
restaurants, including
Apollonia Mediterranean
Grill, Café Gabbiano, Brio
Tuscan Grille, The Sand-
bar, The Capital Grille,
Half Shell Oyster House,
The Melting Pot, Nancy’s

Bar-B-Q , Selva, Oak &
Stone, and more. In addi-
tion, for every ticket pur-
chased online, from a
Club member, or at a
retail outlet, attendees will
receive a coupon for a free
bottle of wine. 

General admission tick-
ets are $80 per person and
VIP tickets are $150 per
person. 

There will be live mu-
sical entertainment, a very
special silent auction, a
beer tasting garden featur-
ing craft beers, cooking
demonstrations featuring
local celebrity chefs, plus
free parking. 

The Rotary Club of
Lakewood Ranch is proud
to have raised more than
$1.3 million to date from

the proceeds of previous
Suncoast Food and Wine
Fests and has provided
funding to an average of
25 charities in Sarasota
and Manatee counties
yearly.

Bring friends and cre-
ate your own event with-
in an event, enjoy the
festivities, experience
some new tastes and
good entertainment while
supporting charities in
Sarasota and Manatee
counties.

For more information or
to purchase tickets, visit
the Wine Fest website at
wwwsuncoastfoodand-
winefest.com. All tickets
must be purchased in
advance; no tickets are
sold at the gate.

15th Annual Suncoast
Food and Wine Fest

www.gardensbyallison.com

Most people enjoy seeing beautiful gardens outside their
home but want to focus on other things like family
activities, sports or travel. Allison has the time and passion
to keep your garden beautiful year-round. She has been
building and maintaining gardens since she was a child.

Call today for your maintenance or special

project needs!
Call Allison Today

941.400.0431

Your Garden Says a Lot!

What does it say about you?

Are you looking

• Garden Makeover & Cleanup
• Year-Round Garden Maintenance
• Easy Care, Fabulous-In-Winter
Landscaping
• Annuals, Perennials, Pruning,
Trimming, Mulching, clean-up,
...AND MORE

New Home?

Snowbird Gardening?

Year Round Florida Resident?

HOW DOES YOUR GARDEN GROW?

No Job Is Too Small!

You Can Have a Beautiful Garden
Year Round—Without the Work!

Free Houseplant

with estimate

1
1
4
6
9
0The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements.

DANA LAGANELLA GERLING, ESQ.

756-6600 Bradenton
www.GerlingLawGroup.com

• Florida Super Lawyer, 2016 and 2015

by Super Lawyers Magazine

• Florida Legal Elite 2012, Florida Trend Magazine

• Top Young Attorneys in Florida, Wall Street Journal

Simple Will................................................$95.00
Revocable Living Trust,

Single, Non Tax ......................................$550.00
Power of Attorney.....................................$80.00
Health Care Surrogate..............................$70.00
No additional costs required other than filing fees if applicable

FREE LIVING WILL with every estate plan

E
0
2
0
0
5

Find the perfect fit!

Bradenton.com/Homes
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*On Purchases $300 or more with your Furniture Warehouse credit card made between October 19, 2016 and October 18, 2017. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 12 months, by October 2017. Minimum Monthly Payments required. •Offer
applies to only single-receipt qualifying purchases No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next
highest whole dollar and may be higher than the minimum payment that would be required it the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit
card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Terms of promotions - Previous purchase excluded, cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Discount offers exclude Hot Buys, floor models or clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery, or service charge.

NO INTEREST UNTIL OCTOBER 2017*. SAME DAY PICK UP OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY!

$799

$499

$399
Stunning Coastal Cottage Retreat Bedroom
Stylish detailing. Includes dresser, mirror,

queen headboard, footboard & rails

Night stand FREE!

Beautiful 5-Piece Walnut Finish Dining Set
Hand-rubbed to a medium walnut finish.

Includes dining table and 4 matching

upholstered side chairs.

Florida Coastal Casual Look Sofa
You have it all here. Style, comfort &

unbelievable value. Sleeper, love seat,

and correlated chair available.

$499

SPECIAL PURCHASE SPECIAL PURCHASEDON'T MISS THIS

OPPORTUNITY

TO SAVE BIG!!!
SPEND & SAVE!

Buy a $50 GiU Certificate
And

Get A $50 GiU Certificate FREE!

Buy a $200 GiU Certificate
And

Get A $200 GiU Certificate FREE!

Buy a $400 GiU Certificate
And

Get A $400 GiU Certificate FREE!

Buy a $100 GiU Certificate
And

Get A $100 GiU Certificate FREE!

Buy a $300 GiU Certificate
And

Get A $300 GiU Certificate FREE!

Buy a $500 GiU Certificate
And

Get A $500 GiU Certificate FREE!

$100
NOW

YOU

HAVE

TOWARDS

A

PURCHASE

$400
NOW

YOU

HAVE

TOWARDS

A

PURCHASE

$800
NOW

YOU

HAVE

TOWARDS

A

PURCHASE

$200
NOW

YOU

HAVE

TOWARDS

A

PURCHASE

$600
NOW

YOU

HAVE

TOWARDS

A

PURCHASE

$1000
NOW

YOU

HAVE

TOWARDS

A

PURCHASE

of $499 or more

of $1999 or more

of $3999 or more

of $999 or more

of $2999 or more

of $4999 or more

BEDROOM

5-PIECES

SOFA

SOFA

SPECIAL PURCHASE

Dual Reclining Sofa
This 100% Micro-Fiber fabric sofa features

a drop-down table with 2 cup holders. Style,

comfort and value are the words here!

SPECIAL PURCHASE

CLEARANCE SALE

FALL
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FLStockDevelopment
BROKER PARTICIPATION WELCOMED. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE

DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. NOT AN OFFERING WHERE PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

DIRECTIONS TO SALES CENTER:

941.208.3940 | StockDevelopment.com

STOCK REALTY, EXCLUSIVE SALES AGENT, LICENSED REAL ESTATE BROKER

You can tell just by looking it’s a Stock Signature Home. And now, you can experience

for yourself the beauty and mastery of our exquisite residences during the Lakewood Ranch

Tour of Homes. Come tour our seven luxurious furnished models in three distinctive neighborhoods:

Country Club East, Lake Club and Esplanade Golf & Country Club at Lakewood Ranch.

Please visit our website for specific directions. Residences from the $600s

JOIN US FOR THE TOUR OF HOMES!

NOW FEATURING SEVEN MODELS TO TOUR.

Now, that’s a

1
0
3
4
2
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Health & Wellness Expo – This event was a great
success and we want to thank all those who attended
and participated! This year we brought back a local
favorite: A fresh and vibrant FARMER’S MARKET!
The next Health and Wellness Expo will be February
of 2017!

Block Party – Club Day – Join Lakewood Ranch
Main Street, the Lakewood Ranch Business Alliance,
Lakewood Ranch Community Activities and Lake-
wood Ranch Communities as we kick off Tour of
Homes from 5-8 p.m. Oct. 21. Lakewood Ranch Com-
munity Activities will be present; with more than 50
active social clubs, it’s hard for a resident not to meet

neighbors with common interests. Our clubs make a
real difference in the residents’ quality of life. The
clubs are involved in community service, fundraising
and day trip excursions for pleasure and camaraderie.
If you have not joined a club, it is highly recommend-
ed you visit the club exhibits to get a feel for all they
have to offer! What a great opportunity to meet neigh-
bors and participate weekly or monthly taking trips,
sharing lunch, attending informative seminars, fash-
ion shows, and dance lessons. Many congregate to
play cards or share spiritual learning lessons. If cook-
ing, sharing recipes, learning art, playing sports or
wine tasting is your interest, there is a club for you!
What a fantastic amenity for new residents just mov-
ing into the community. For more information on the
event and how to participate call LWR Community
Activities at 941-757-1530. Visit www.lwrcac.com/
club-day/ for a full list of clubs and how to join.

Boofest – Boofest is moving back to LWR Main
Street on Oct. 28, and this year, to celebrate the 10-
year anniversary, we are incorporating a merchant
window painting contest! 

Merchants can either paint their own windows or
donate them to a local art student! Guidelines have
been established with certain paints and supplies that
are required. Students that volunteer to paint a win-
dow must provide their own supplies as outlined and
meet with the merchant prior to paint day, which is
scheduled for Oct. 22! This will be a great way to
bring the community together and get in the festive
mood leading up to Halloween and the Boofest event!
The community can visit throughout the week to
check out the windows; judging will begin at the
Boofest event with some fantastic prizes awarded to
the winners! All the details are available online. This
year’s Boofest is also incorporating a “Wizard of Oz”-
themed event, at which everyone is encouraged to
dress up. Those participating in the window painting
contest can opt for a classic (please-not too scary)
Halloween scene or incorporate the Wizard of Oz
theme!

Boofest will be held at LWR Main Street from 6-9
p.m. Oct. 28! Park in a nearby parking area (Magnolia
Park off University) and board the Haunted Trolley to
Oz! Make sure you dress in costume and explore the
Spooktacular Dark Maze! Children, bring your trick-
or-treat bag to collect the many treats that will be
given out by our generous sponsors and merchants.
Music will be playing in the background and children
of all ages will have a HOWLING good time. Wizard

of Oz characters in eclectic costumes will be all the
rage! There will be a haunted trail and kids’ zone
along with an all new mobile video game truck. There
will be Wizard of Oz-themed picture ops with actual
characters for great pics and face painting to match
your costume. Tapsnap will also be there with a
spooky backdrop and pictures will be made available

to you right away. A balloon artist and performances
by local dance academies will also be there for your
entertainment. This is event is FREE. Food and bever-
age will be available for purchase. There are sponsor-
ship opportunities available! Contact our office direct-
ly to learn more at 941-757-1530 or visit
www.lwrcac.com/boofest. 

Festa Italiana: This annual festival will be held
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nov. 12, at the Greenbrook
Adventure Park in Lakewood Ranch. We will host a
full day of stage performers to include Jimmy Mazz
and the entertaining Tarantella dancers. What a great
day in the park for children to experience Old World
Italian traditions, pony rides, a pizza dough making
contest, Venetian mask-making, noodle necklaces,
magic and face painting and an all NEW kids’ zone.
There will be exotic Italian cars on display and roving
Italian characters such as Mario and Luigi! Plenty of
artisan booths will be on hand selling a unique selec-
tion of novelty items, but most important will be the
wide selection of Italian food booths and wine to pur-
chase and enjoy. For more information visit
www.lwrcac.com/festa-italiana. Admission is free and
plenty of parking will be available in the park. Food
and beverages will be available for purchase. Come
early and stay the day! The event address is 13400
Adventure Place, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202. Head
east on State Road 70 past Lakewood Ranch Blvd.,
right onto Greenbrook Blvd, look for the Adventure
Park marquee.

CLUB NEWS AND GATHERINGS!
THE ITALIAN AMERICAN CLUB OF LWR: We

are working on the 2016 Italian Fest taking place Nov.
12, as well as our schedule of events such as Sunday
dinners, special speakers, winter picnic, club day, etc.
we welcome any one who enjoys all things Italian to
join us. Ciao...

EVENING MAH JONGG is looking for some new
members. They meet Tuesdays and Thursdays at
Town Hall. Contact Cindy Tench for details cindy-
tench@gmail.com.

DOUBLE DECK PINOCHLE: All are welcome to
join: young, older, married or single, expert or novice,
male or female. The only requirement is to have fun!
The club meets from 1 to 5 p.m. at rotating members’
homes. Contact Val at valen3000@aol.com.

COMMUNITY EMERGENCY RESPONSE TEAM
(CERT): All residents should be advised that hurri-
cane season runs through Nov. 30, and we are now in
the peak period for extreme weather events. If a hurri-
cane is predicted for our area, your first priority is to 

KYANNE MERRILL

Director of LWRCAC

"%1/21+, ! &(%0 '0+'0 *.
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keep yourself safe; keep your family safe.
For information, checklists and useful downloads

for family hurricane preparedness, visit the Lakewood
Ranch CERT website at www.lwrcert.org. Email us
with questions at lwr.cert@gmail.com. 

At its Nov. 14 general membership meeting, the
Lakewood Ranch CERT will be honoring the dedicat-
ed group of residents who founded our disaster re-
sponse organization back in 2006. Over the past 10
years, the organization has grown to more than 250
volunteers, trained and equipped to help their families
and their neighbors should a major disaster strike our
community. When first responders are spread thin,
and there are significant delays before trained emer-
gency personnel can respond, it is comforting to know
that CERT volunteers in our neighborhoods are there
to help.

Thanks to the foresight of the CERT founding mem-
bers, our organization is one of the best equipped, best
trained and best organized in the state. Each member
is equipped with first aid and rescue supplies, protec-
tive gear, and radio communications, and each team
has backboards, stretchers, lanterns, and additional
first aid supplies.

Lakewood Ranch CERT’s radio communications
system is one of the most technologically advanced
and comprehensive emergency communications net-
work. FCC licensed radio operators with high-pow-
ered radio transmitters are strategically positioned
around Lakewood Ranch and can relay ambulance
and other emergency requests to the 911 system if cell
and landline telephone systems cannot get through. 

For information on disaster preparedness for Lake-
wood Ranch residents, or how to become a CERT
volunteer in your neighborhood, visit our web site at
www.lwrcert.org or email lwr.cert@gmail.com.

LWR RUNNING CLUB: BooRun is scheduled for

Oct. 29. 
THE LUNCH CLUB AT LAKEWOOD RANCH

welcomes adults in Lakewood Ranch to enjoy a deli-
cious lunch from the 9th Street Bistro, socialize, and
explore a variety of topics presented by guest speak-
ers, and best of all, it’s affordable and fun! Exciting
topics for October and November include presenta-
tions on “The Benefits of Massage,” “Manatee County
EMS: Do You Really Need Long Term Care Insur-
ance?” and “Conscious Aging, Creating a New Vision
of Aging.” The Lunch Club meets every Tuesday from
11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Lakewood Ranch Town
Hall. Please contact Jackie Godlewski or Sue Taylor at
941-749-0100 for more information or to reserve your
seat. Reservations are encouraged, but walk-ins are
always welcome.

EVENING MAH JONGG: Evening mah jongg is
played on Tuesday nights from 6:30 to 9 p.m. at Lake-
wood Ranch Town Hall. We are a fun, social group.
We follow the national mah jongg rules. Beginners are
welcome, as well as couples, men or singles. Please
come with a card to play. If you have any questions
please call Cindy Tench at 941-961-4224. 

BINGO: Due to the election, bingo will be held
Thursday, Nov, 10.

ST. GEORGES MAH JONGG: We play a friendly
game according to National mah jongg rules from 1 to
4 p.m. at LWR Town Hall. All skill levels are welcome.
We do not teach. If you would like to join us please
contact Aida Pyle at Ampyle41@aol.com or call 941-
907-3846.

THE DEMOCRATIC CLUB meets at 7 p.m. on the
second Tuesday of the month at LWR Town Hall. All
folks are welcome!

MAH JONGG QUEENS: This group of Lakewood
Ranch residents plays competitive mah jongg using
the National Mah Jongg League rules as well as a few

house rules. They meet weekly from 12:30 to 4 p.m.
on Fridays at Lakewood Ranch Town Hall. For more
information about this group, please call Glenda Ro-
bertson at 941-907-8990 or email her at glenda-
ron1@tampabay.rr.com.

BRIDGE ON TUESDAY GROUP: We meet the
second and fourth Tuesday of every month. You are wel-
come anytime you like. We usually play from 1 to 4 p.m.

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

2016 Calendar of Events

Oct. 21
Club Day on Main St.
Block Party LWR Main Street

Oct. 22
Merchant Window
Painting Day LWR Main Street

Oct. 28 BOO Fest LWR Main Street

Nov. 12 Festa Italiana
Greenbrook 
Adventure Park

Dec. 9
Holidays Around 
the Ranch LWR Main Street

For up-to-the-minute activities, events and clubs, visit
our website at www.lwrcac.com. You can enjoy past
pictures from all our popular events and even join our
mailing list. Just enter your email in the “Get Notified”
section, located on the right side of the home page. 

If Facebook is your social connection of choice, you can
“like” our fan page at
www.facebook.com/LWRCommunityActivities. Thanks to
the hundreds of residents who have already joined, we
are well on our way to hearing where you are going and
what you’re enjoying. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

PRESENTING SPONSORS:

SUPPORTING SPONSORS: MEDIA SPONSORS:

Socialmedia sources for LWRCommunityActivities: www.lwrcac.com • www.facebook/LWRCommunityActivties.com
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For several months now,
an ad hoc committee that
had been established to
look into the possible lease
or purchase of the old
Lakewood Ranch Informa-
tion Center building, locat-
ed on Lakewood Ranch
Boulevard south of State
Road 70, has been meeting
among themselves and
with representatives of
Schroeder-Manatee Ranch,
the developer of Lakewood
Ranch and the owner of the
property. The group was
studying the possibility of
purchasing or leasing the
building for use as a poten-

tial community center.
Apparently, along with

unanswered questions
relating to security and
staffing, no agreement to
purchase, lease, or other-
wise acquire the property
appeared to be in the off-
ing. At its last meeting on
Sept. 6, the committee
voted to take no further
action on the matter. 

The District 1 Board of
Supervisors (District 1
governs the area where the
old information center is
located), at their Sept. 15
meeting, voted to dismiss
the committee with thanks
for their efforts.

District 1 residents had
expressed their preference
that the structure be turned
into a community or youth

center, rather than be con-
verted to commercial use.

STATE ROAD
70/GREENBROOK
BOULEVARD WEST
SIGNAL LIGHT

At the District 4 CDD
Board meeting, Supervisor
Keith Davey reported that
the installation of a traffic
signal at the intersection of
State Road 70 and Green-
brook Boulevard West,
which had originally been
scheduled for completion
in November of this year,
would be pushed back until
after the first of the new
year.

Residents had been
requesting a traffic signal
at that intersection for
some time, especially since

the development of the
apartment complex on the
north side of State Road 70
has resulted in a large
increase in the number of
vehicles turning on to State
Road 70 in that area.

LED LIGHTING
Bids have been received

for the conversion of street
lights in Lakewood Ranch
to LED lighting, and a “test
area” has been set up on
Lakewood Ranch Boule-
vard to enable officials to
select just which variety of
LED fixtures they want to
have installed. The LED
lighting project is seen as a
way to promote better
street illumination while
making for a lower energy
cost to residents.

The new fixtures would
be installed atop current
light poles, so there will be
no need to erect new poles,
unless a need for new poles
in a particular area is seen
as warranted.

The test lighting fixtures
were installed in September,
and a decision as to which
type of fixture will be used
will be made in October.

TREE TRIMMING/
REMOVAL

During the District 2
CDD Board meeting, the
board discussed whether
the district should get
involved in the removal of
trees or the trimming of
roots on those trees that
might be contributing to a
safety issue.

Normally the district
does not get involved in
such trimming, but at-
torney Andrew Cohen
offered his opinion that if a
tree is creating a safety
issue (such as root growth
lifting a section of side-
walk), the district should
take appropriate action to
ensure public safety.

FINANCIAL AUDITS
Finance Director Steve

Zielinski reported to the
district boards that the
annual financial audits of
district books have begun,
and should be completed
by year-end.

Zielinski also noted that
irrigation water bills from
Braden River Utilities had
gone down in August, but
not as much as expected,
given the large amount of
rainfall. One reason may
be the discovery of a major
leak in a main pipe along
State Road 70.

The District 6 CDD
Board did not meet in
September due to the lack
of a quorum.

DATES TO REMEMBER:
• Executive Director Anne
Ross noted that the annual
Lakewood Ranch Shred
Day would take place Oct.
22.
• Early voting for the No-
vember general election
starts at the Town Hall on
Oct. 24.

BY ERNIE SOLLER,

Community Correspondent

Old information center
purchase a dead issue?

Restore on Cortez

9am - 5 pm

Restore on Hardin

Mon - Sat 9am - 5pm
Friday 9am - 6pm

Got stuff? Call 941-355-7082

to schedule FREE pick up!

Donate to Manatee Habitat • www.manateehabitat.org/donate

Donations Needed

FREE Pick Up! Call 941-355-7082
At Your Local Manatee Habitat for Humanity

Exclusively for Our Friends in Lakewood Ranch

25%
*ONE ITEM *Excluding new items
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941-755-8585 • 4827 14th Street,West Bradenton, FL34207

www.boastvw.com
*2,499 due at signing on 2016 VW Jetta 1.4TS and 2016 VW Passat 1.8TS, 2,499 due at signing on 2016 Tiguan & 2016 cc sport plus tax, tags and dealer fees per vehicle 10/31/16. See dealer for details. Images for illustration only.
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At a ceremony in Septem-
ber, the Lakewood Ranch
Community Fund announced
the recipients of 24 grants
totaling $82,500, as well as
the honorees for the Human-
itarian of the Year award. 

Organizations as diverse as
food pantries and an animal
welfare group were awarded
monies ranging from $500 to
more than $6,000. John Fain
and Angela Massaro Fain

donor-allocated funds to stay
in the region, serving a varie-
ty of charitable interests.

The LWR Community
Fund’s mission is to “enhance
the quality of life in and near
our community by promoting
philanthropy, responding to
community needs and grant-
ing funds.”

The fund is set up under
the umbrella of the larger
Manatee Community Foun-

dation to reduce management
costs and allow more assets to
remain in the community. A
board of advisors is respon-
sible for seeking out dona-
tions, reviewing grant propos-
als and distributing funding.

Since 2002 the Fund has
awarded more than $1.1 mil-
lion in grants to 100 local
nonprofit organizations. For
more information about the
fund, visit lwrfund.org

munications, and have given
some $1.7 million to area
nonprofits. They will be for-
mally recognized at the March
18, Dixieland jazz-themed
Community Fund Gala, held
at Lakewood Ranch Golf and
Country Club.

In 2000, the Lakewood
Ranch Community Fund was
developed to serve the people
and interests of the Lakewood
Ranch community, and allow

were named the 2017 recip-
ients of the C. John A. Clarke
Humanitarian Award, which
is presented each year to
honor individuals who have
distinguished themselves
through their high profession-
al standards, unwavering
ethical and moral values, and
steadfast dedication to im-
prove the quality of life for
people in our community. The
couple owns Grapevine Com-

Lakewood Ranch Community
Fund Awards Grants
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Lakewood Ranch Community Fund

Fall Grants 2016

Organization Grant Amount ProgramName

Bashaw Elementary School $500.00 To purchase (8) Earthbox kits, plants and seeds.

Braden River Elementary School $2,534.00 To purchase ESE classroom therapeutic equipment

Care Net Manasota Pregnancy

Center, Inc. $2,500.00

To purchase diapers, Pack n Play cribs, and "Earn While 

You Learn" lesson materials

Childrens Guardian Fund, Inc. $3,000.00

To support enrichmnet for children in foster and state

care

Community Haven for Adults and

Children with Disabilities $3,500.00

To support the "Transitions" program for Manatee 

County special needs students aged 14-22

Early Learning Coalition of Manatee 

County, Inc. $1,500.00 To purchase "Raising a Reader" book-kits

Easter Seals Southwest Florida, Inc. $5,000.00

To support "Project Rainbow" providing respite care and

case management service

Family Network on Disabilities of 

Manatee/Sarasota $3,500.00

To provide 8 hours a month of in-home respite care 

services to Lakewood Ranch families

Foundation for Dreams, Inc. $5,000.00 To support Dream Oaks Camp

Girl Scouts of Gulfcoast Florida, Inc. $2,500.00 To support "STEAM Saturday" program

Giving Alliance of Myakka City, Inc. $1,000.00 To support the annual "Angel Tree" program

Healthy Start Coalition of Manatee 

County, Inc. $2,100.00

To purchase pack n' play cribs for infants - Infant Safe 

Sleep Campaign

Humane Society at Lakewood Ranch, 

Inc. $5,000.00

To provide spay/neuter vouchers at the Remote Area 

Medical Pet Clinic in November

InStride Therapy, Inc. $3,600.00

To provide hippotherapy sessions to Lakewood Ranch

resident(s)

Mark Wandall Foundation, Inc. $2,400.00

To support/underwrite two children with clinical care 

and a private camp experience

Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee, 

Inc. $3,766.00 To purchase an electric slicer/bowl cutter for the kitchen

Neuro Challenge Foundation, Inc. $5,000.00

To support the expansion of Parkinson's services and

programs into Lakewood Ranch

Project Light of Manatee, Inc. $4,800.00 To purchase instructional materials and office supplies

Samaritan Counseling Services of the 

Gulf Coast, Inc. $3,000.00

To support mental health counseling for low-income, 

underinsured or uninsured LWR residents

St. Joseph Food Pantry $3,000.00

To provide nutritious food bags to the homless in

Manatee County

Stillpoint House of Prayer $6,500.00 To support the community outreach program

Tidewell Hospice, Inc. $3,000.00

To support grief and bereavement counseling for 

residents of Lakewood Ranch

Visible Men Academy $4,800.00

To purchase iReady reading and math on line curriculum

software licenses

We Care Manatee, Inc. $5,000.00

To support diabetes and asthma disease management 

program and services

24 Grants Totaling: $82,500.00

Photo Provided

CareNet Manasota.

Photo Provided

Early Learning Coalition.

Photo Provided

Girl Scouts.

Photo Provided

St. Joseph Food Pantry.

Photo Provided

Stillpoint.

Photo Provided

Visible Men Academy.

Photo Provided

We Care Manatee.
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October 21st – Third Friday

• Art Club, Town Hall, noon

• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

• CLUB DAY ON MAIN STREET/BLOCK PARTY 5 to 8 p.m. 

October 22nd – Fourth Saturday

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field 1, 9 a.m. 

October 23rd – Fourth Sunday

• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 and 2, 2 p.m. 

October 24th – Fourth Monday

• Women’s Exercise, Woodland Baptist, 9 a.m. 

• Art Club, Town Hall, noon

• Adult Soccer, soccer field 1, 5:30 p.m.

• Jewish Club, Town Hall, 5 p.m. 

October 25th – Fourth Tuesday 

• Lunch Club, Town Hall, 10:30 a.m.

• Kiwanis, Polo Grill, noon

• Double Deck Pinochle, various homes, 1 p.m. 

• Asian Women’s Club, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

• Italian American Club, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m. 

October 26th – Fourth Wednesday 

• Woman’s Duplicate Bridge, Town Hall, 8:30 a.m. 

• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Adult Soccer, soccer field, 5:30 p.m.

October 27th – Fourth Thursday

• Women’s Golf, Legacy, 7:30 a.m.

• Ladies’ Devotional Hour, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.

• Thursday Bridge Club, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

October 28th – Fourth Friday

• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

October 29th – Fourth Saturday

• Adult Soccer, Summerfield Park, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field 1, 9 a.m.

October 30th – Fifth Sunday

• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 and 2, 2 p.m. 

October 31st – Fifth Monday

• Art Club, Town Hall, noon

• Adult Soccer, soccer field 1, 5:30 p.m.

November 1st – First Tuesday 

• Lunch Club, Town Hall, 10:30 a.m.

• Kiwanis, Polo Grill, noon

• Empty Nesters, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

• Double Deck Pinochle, various homes, 1 p.m. 

November 2nd – First Wednesday

• Mah Jongg, Town Hall, 1 p.m. 

• Adult Soccer, Summerfield Park, 5:30 p.m.

November 3rd – First Thursday 

• Ladies’ Devotional Hour, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.

November 4th – First Friday

• Women’s Club, board meeting, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

• MUSIC ON MAIN STREET, 6-9 p.m.

November 5th – First Saturday 

• Adult Soccer, Summerfield Park, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field 1, 9 a.m.

• Scribes Club, Town Hall, 10 a.m. 

November 6th – First Sunday

• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 and 2, 2 p.m. 

• Sunday Duplicate Bridge, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

November 7th – First Monday

• Handcrafts and More, Town Hall, 10 a.m.

• Art Club, Town Hall, noon

• Garden Club board meeting, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Genealogy Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m. 

November 8th – Second Tuesday 

• Lunch Club, Town Hall, 10:30 a.m.

• Kiwanis, Polo Grill, noon

• Bridge on Tuesday, Town Hall, noon

• Double Deck Pinochle, various homes, 1 p.m. 

• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

November 9th – Second Wednesday

• Mah Jongg, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Community Activities, Town Hall, 5 p.m.

• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 5 p.m.

November 10th – Second Thursday

• Financial Forum, Caddy Shack in River Club, 9 a.m.

• Ladies’ Devotional Hour, Town Hall, 9:30 a.m.

• Thursday Bridge Club, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

• Bingo, Town Hall, 1 p.m. 

• Women’s Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

November 11th – Second Friday 

• Art Club, Town Hall, noon 

November 12th – Second Saturday 

• Adult Soccer, Summerfield Park, 8 a.m.

• Creative Arts Annual Fall Show, Town Hall, 8 a.m.

• Football Club, soccer field 1, 9 a.m.

• FESTA ITALIANA, Adventure Park, 11 a.m. 

November 13th – Second Sunday 

• Digital Photography, Town Hall, 8 a.m. 

• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 and 2, 2 p.m.

• Jewish Club, Town Hall, 6 p.m.

November 14th – Second Monday

• Garden Club, Town Hall, 9 a.m.

• Art Club, Town Hall, noon

• Democratic Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

November 15th – Third Tuesday 

• Lunch Club, Town Hall, 10:30 a.m.

• Empty Nesters, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

• Evening Mah Jongg, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

November 16th – Third Wednesday 

• Women’s Club new member coffee, Town Hall, 9:30 p.m.

• Mah Jongg at One, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• Women’s Book Club, Town Hall, 1 p.m. 

November 17th – Third Thursday

• Ladies’ Devotional Hour, Town Hall, 9:30 p.m.

• St. George’s Mah Jongg, Town Hall, 1 p.m.

• History Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m.

• Jewish Club, Town Hall, 7 p.m. 

• Financial Forum, Caddy Shack in River Club, 9 a.m.

November 18th – Third Friday

• Art Club, Town Hall, noon

• Mah Jongg Queens, Town Hall, 12:30 p.m.

November 19th – Third Saturday 

• Adult Soccer, soccer field 1, 8 a.m. 

• Football Club, soccer field 1, 9 a.m.

• Scribes Club, Town Hall, 10 a.m. 

November 20th – Third Sunday 

• Ladies’ Soccer, soccer fields 1 and 2, 2 p.m. 

• Sunday Duplicate Bridge, Town Hall, 6:30 p.m.

COMMUNITY EVENTS & CLUB CALENDAR

Bradenton.com’s dealsaver is a one-stop-shop
for DAILY discount deals from local businesses.

Local Discounts
50%-90%OFF
sent daily to your inbox.

Go to bradenton.dealsaver.com

Sign upToday! IT’S FREE!

BROUGHT TO YOU BY:
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ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS, MAKE REFERENCE
TO THIS BROCHURE AND TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE.
*$20,000 Design Options Credit will be given as a credit at closing pursuant to WCI’s Final Credit & Purchase Price Adjustment Addendum. All design options are o\ered through and must be made through the WCI Design Center, or have been preselected through the WCI Design Center. Certain selections
may not be included with or available for the home selected. Home must be under contract by 10/31/16 in order to be eligible for credit. O\er subject to change or withdrawal at any time without notice. Contact a WCI Sales Director for complete details. Prices subject to change and availability without
notice. Now prices include approved incentive discounts. Square footage calculations are approximate and subject to change. Any completion date is an estimate only and not guaranteed. Artist’s renderings are for artistic purpose only, are subject to change and refinement and do not necessarily represent
actual color choices for home exterior. Roof color and product may vary. Images shown are a representation of home designs available and are not actual homes listed. WCI Communities is not the master developer of Country Club East at Lakewood Ranch or Lakewood Ranch. Lakewood Ranch and
Country Club East are registered service marks of Schroeder-Manatee Ranch, Inc. Certain communities are in the formative stages only and details, plans and initial pricing have not been set. Amenities mentioned may require country club membership and not just residency in Country Club
East. All references to clubs and membership opportunities and other amenities are subject to fees, dues and availability. All amenities are subject to change without notice. This advertisement does not constitute an o\er to sell real estate in any jurisdiction where prior registration or other
qualification is required and further information cannot be provided (unless we have already complied with such requirements). Void where prohibited. ©2016 WCI Communities, Inc. All rights reserved. CGC 031523.

Single-family model home center
16605 Berwick Terrace | 941.441.2600

Carriage Home model center
7561 Divot Loop | 941.441.2626

wcicommunities.com

• 13,000-sq.-ft. Athletic Center**

• Three Golf Courses**

• Polo and Cricket Fields

• Sporting Clays Gun Club

• Parks and 150+ Miles of Nature Trails

• Year-round Events

• Public and Private Schools and Continuing Education

Incomparable Lakewood Ranch lifestyle with:

Agostino
16316 Castle Park Terrace

3 Bedrooms + Den,

4.5 Baths, 3-Car Garage, Pool/Spa

2,725 A/C Sq. Ft.

Available for move-in: Now

$710,730 $649,730

Key Largo
16444 Hillside Circle

3 Bedrooms + Den, 3.5 Baths,

2-Car Garage, Pool/Spa

2,389 A/C Sq. Ft.

Available for move-in: December

$549,000 $499,910

Montserrat 7539 Divot Loop

3 Bedrooms + Den, 2 Baths, 2-Car Garage

2,376 A/C Sq. Ft.

Available for move-in: Now

$495,670 $425,670

Antigua 7518 Divot Loop

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2-Car Garage, 1,710 A/C Sq. Ft.

Available for move-in: November

$386,403 $336,403

Artist’s rendering

• Four designer furnished model
homes now open daily

• Carriage and Single-family Homes
from the mid-$300s

• Design Options Credit up to $20,000*

S I NG LE - FAM I LY HOMES CARR I AGE HOMES
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Please note that all meetings will be held at Town Hall unless otherwise specified.

October 19 10 a.m. CDD 4 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202

10:15 a.m. CDD 4 Board Meeting 907-0202

3 p.m. CEVA Safety Meeting 907-6999

4 p.m. GBVA Modifications Meeting 907-0202

6 p.m. GBVA Board Meeting 907-0202

7 p.m. SRVA Landscape Meeting 296-4028

October 20 8:30 a.m. CDD 1 Board Meeting 907-0202

9 a.m. CDD 2 & 5 Board Meetings 907-0202

10:30 a.m. CDD 6 Board Meeting 907-0202

2 p.m. CEVA Violations 907-0202

October 24 4 p.m. Augusta/Oakmont Neighborhood Meeting 907-6999

5:30 p.m. Hollow Board Meeting 752-4812

October 25 8:30 a.m. SRVA Modifications Meeting 907-0202

3 p.m. CEVA Board Meeting 907-0202

October 26 1 p.m. Country Club Modifications Meeting 907-0202

3 p.m Edgewater Modifications Meeting 907-0202

7 p.m SRVA Board Meeting 907-0202

November 2 4 p.m. GBVA Modifications Meeting 907-0202

November 3 3 p.m. CEVA Restriction Revisions Meeting 907-9745

7 p.m. Weston Neighborhood Committee Meeting 587-7245

November 8 8:30 a.m. SRVA Modifications Meeting 907-0202

November 9 1 p.m. Country Club Modifications Meeting 907-0202

3 p.m. Edgewater Modifications Meeting 907-0202

7 p.m. Gleneagles Neighborhood Meeting 306-5107

7 p.m. Stone Ridge Neighborhood Annual Meeting 306-5083

November 14 9 a.m. CDD 6 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202

3 p.m. CEVA Board Workshop 907-0202

November 15 8 a.m. IDA Board Meeting 907-0202

10 a.m. CDD 1 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202

1 p.m. CDD 2 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202

2:30 p.m. CDD 5 Agenda Review Workshop 907-0202

7 p.m. SRVA Annual Board Meeting 907-0202

*Meeting dates and times are subject to change

GOVERNMENT MEETINGS

LAKESHORE PENTHOUSE ONE
WATERSCAPE VIEWS 3 BD | 4.5 BA | 3,346 sq < | $1,298,000

Call us today
FOR A PRIVATE CONSULTATION

941.232.7752

L A K E S H O R E R O D E O D R I V E . C O M

OUR PASSION IS SERVING YOU

We offer concierge level service and the very best in sales

strategies and marketing. Our clients and the needs of our clients

always come first. We understand real estate, and the needs of

home buyers and sellers throughout Sarasota and Bradenton.

1
0
3
1
7
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TEE TIME AT SUNUP. REFRESHING SWIMS. A FAMILY

LUNCH ON MAIN STREET OR A GAME OF TENNIS WITH

NEW FRIENDS. LAKEWOOD RANCH IS WHERE WE COME

TOGETHER. THIS IS WHERE WE HAVE FUN. WHERE GOOD

DAYS ARE EVERY DAY. THIS IS OUR PLACE TO PLAY.

OUR PLACE

TO PLAY.

LAKEWOODRANCH.COM

800.954.9578

Lake Club

8307 Lake Club Blvd.
941.907.9088

University Parkway

6220 University Pkwy.
941.907.6000

Rangeland

11506 Rangeland Pkwy.
941.753.1469

Information Centers and Model Homes are open:
Monday – Saturday 10 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Sunday 12 to 5 p.m.

OCTOBER 2 1 S T - NOVEMBER 20 TH
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The ancient Romans
had a saying, “In Vino
Veritas,” which they got
from the ancient Greeks
(like a lot of other things,
such as whole pantheon of
gods).

“In Vino Veritas” trans-
lates into “In wine there is
truth,” which may be the
reason that people are
expected, after a few
glasses, to be more truth-
ful than they might be
without the taking of the
grape.

But whether wine suc-
ceeds in producing truth
or not, there is a place
right here in Lakewood
Ranch that caters to the
discriminating wine en-
thusiast, as well as to
those whose past wine
experience runs to the
likes of the cheap, screw-
top-bottle stuff they
bought in college when
the aim was quantity, and
not necessarily quality.

Cheers To Wine, locat-
ed in the San Marco Plaza,
is the creation of Robin
and Carmen Spagnola,
whose wine loving creden-
tials go back to their early
years in Connecticut.
They were formerly co-
chairs of the Fairfield
County chapter of the
American Wine Society.
Carmen’s experience also
includes teaching both
winemaking classes and
wine appreciation classes,
along with being an officer
of the American Wine
Society’s national exec-
utive board. He’s also a
member of the Society of
Wine Educators!

Robin notes that when
they were checking out

communities in Florida in
planning for their retire-
ment adventures, they had
seen several other areas,
but she remembers that
she fell in love with Lake-
wood Ranch. When Car-
men suggested that they
continue their search, she
told him that she wanted a
home in the Lakewood
Ranch Country Club –
period – and that she was
not at all interested in
looking at any other loca-
tions! So they came to
Lakewood Ranch, and
later established Cheers
To Wine in San Marco.

Now just what sort of
wine shop is Cheers To
Wine?

For starters, part of the
fun of Cheers To Wine
comes from the fact that a

customer can actually
learn about wine, wine-
making, and the various
types of wine, in an atmos-
phere of fun. You see,
Cheers To Wine has a
weekly wine tasting event,
held around their in-house
wine bar, from 6 to 8 p.m.
every Friday night. For the
princely sum of five bucks,
you’ll be able to taste
several choice wines of
various types. One wo-
man, who described her-
self as a regular attendee,
commented that the week-
ly wine tastings were like a
gathering of old friends –
very casual and convivial. 

I decided to take ad-
vantage of this event one
evening, and not only did I
get to try out several in-
teresting wines, I also got

to have a conversation
with the distributor of the
particular Italian wines
being served, who told me
a lot about the vineyards
they came from and how
some of the wine was
created. For instance, I
learned that one wine ( I
actually bought a bottle of
this delightful stuff!) was
created from grapes
picked over a total of se-
ven harvests, running
from September to De-
cember, in order to height-
en the sweetness of the
product. The reason for
the several harvests is that
the winemaker waited
until a certain number of
grapes had attained their
full sweetness right on the
vine before harvesting
them. Some grapes ma-

tured earlier, and so were
picked earlier. Others
were picked later. The
distributor also noted that
the vineyard that pro-
duced this wine was prob-
ably smaller in area than
the entire “footprint” of
San Marco Plaza!

Now, as to what goes
with wine, Cheers To
Wine carries a number of
goodies to accentuate your
wine enjoyment. Your
Cheers To Wine staffer
can guide you in choosing
from a selection of meats,
cheeses, and even choco-
late. That’s right – CHOC-
OLATE! After all, choco-
late is one of the major
food groups, isn’t it? Be-
lieve it or not, Cheers To
Wine carries Brix choco-
lates, which are specially
formulated to perfectly
match up with different
varieties of wine. As the
saying goes … “Try it!
You’ll like it!”

If you’re a new custom-
er, you might notice that
at Cheers To Wine, the
bottles are not displayed
in groups based on the
particular variety of wine,
such as Cabernet, Char-
donnay, etc. Instead, they
are grouped by whether
they are red or white
wines, and whether the
particular wine is, for red
wines, bold, mellow or
fruity, and for white
wines, whether the wine is
crisp, silky or rich. There
are other categories for
champagnes and extra
sweet wines. 

Cheers To Wine offers
customers the opportunity
to become members of
their Wine Club. Wine
Club membership allows
the customer to purchase
wine at a lower price than
non-members, and the

weekly wine tastings are
included as a no-charge
perk.

Admittedly, there are
some among us who aren’t
all that fond of wine. To
enable these fine folks to
enjoy some liquid refresh-
ment either on their own,
or while their friends are
partaking of the wine
tasting event, Cheers to
Wine carries a good stock
of craft beers, in bottles
large enough to satisfy a
big thirst. These beers are
also categorized as to their
type, be it robust, earthy,
or sweet. If you want to sit
down for a while and
drink your beer (or wine)
chilled, just say the word
and Cheers To Wine will
happily chill it for you in a
jiffy – while you wait!

I have certain friends
who are definitely con-
firmed wine enthusiasts.
So, what to get them for a
gift which won’t duplicate
something they might
already have?

Cheers To Wine carries
a selection of items which
will make your friends
take notice of your imag-
ination, from wine-related
cocktail napkins printed
with snappy sayings (“It’s
Wine Thirty!”), to decan-
ters, corkscrews, wine
carriers, glasses of various
types and sizes, etc.

So, if you know some-
one whom you feel might
need to be more truthful,
or you just want to procure
a great bottle of wine,
check out Cheers To
Wine, in San Marco Plaza.

Cheers To Wine is open
Monday and Saturday
from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., and
Tuesday through Friday
from 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., and
is closed on Sunday. 
Visit cheers-to-wine.com.

Fruit of the vine: Taste a few at Cheers to Wine

Photo by Ernie Soller

BY ERNIE SOLLER, 

Community Correspondent
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Is there any dog more
beautiful than a golden
retriever? That rich, bril-
liant color; that flowing,
long-haired image when
the golden takes off run-
ning after a Frisbee. That
calm grace and unending
love.

Well, perhaps there is
something better, and it
comes in the form of a
Southeastern Guide Dogs
trained dog, be it a golden
retriever, Labrador re-
triever, or a mix of golden
and Lab. 

Southeastern Guide
Dogs is the only certified
guide dog training school
in the southeastern region
of the United States, and
one of only around 20
nationwide.

This summer, South-
eastern Guide Dogs held a
graduation ceremony for
the most recent teams of
sight-limited students and
their guide dogs at Lake-
wood Ranch’s Polo Grill
ballroom.

One of the graduates,
along with his new guide
dog, Kevin, was Chris
McNamee, a Lakewood
Ranch resident, who had
been a manufacturing
executive back in Wiscon-
sin, but was forced by the
effects of retinitis pig-
mentosa, a progressively
degenerative eye disease,
to retire. McNamee had
been paired early on with
his now-retired guide dog,

Max, who had helped him
walk his daughter down
the aisle at her wedding in
Italy. Every one of the
graduates made com-
ments on their experi-
ences, and McNamee
noted that Southeastern
Guide Dogs was “an in-
credible organization.”
McNamee is now a board
member at Southeastern,
and was the chairman of
the recent walkathon, held
in … Lakewood Ranch, of
course! 

Southeastern specializes
in two prime types of
trained dogs: The first
type are those dogs that
are trained to be the sight
and “leader” for an in-
dividual who is blind, or
whose sight has been
compromised by disease
to the point that they are
not able to function with-
out assistance. 

The second type are
those which, through
Southeastern’s Paws for
Patriots program, are
trained to work with mem-
bers of our military who
have been either rendered
blind by their combat
experience, have severe
physical limitations from
those experiences, or
those whose lives have
been scarred by Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder
(PTSD). 

All this training takes
place at Southeastern
Guide Dogs’ campus lo-
cated in Palmetto. There,
puppies are bred, using
scientific breeding meth-
ods in order to produce

the healthiest, most in-
telligent, trainable dogs.
The puppies are given the
opportunity to play with
visitors to the Southeast-
ern campus, and after
“preschool and kindergar-
ten” are then given over to
“puppy raisers” – volun-
teers who take the puppies
home and socialize them,
in their own family set-
ting, taking the puppies
out into the world in order
to prepare them for their
training.

At 14-18 months, the
dogs are returned to the
Southeastern campus to
undergo their “college
education.” At this stage,
they are assessed to deter-
mine what “major” they
will pursue in their ca-
reers. 

A guide dog major in-
volves six months of for-
mal training, plus a 26-day
session together with a
student-handler, who will
graduate with the dog as a
team.

The service dog major
involves a similar six-
month period of training
followed by a specialized
session to enable the dog
and their veteran-partner
overcome the effects of
PTSD.

Some dogs are selected
for the facility therapy
major. These dogs will be
working in military med-
ical centers to interact
with both injured soldiers
and their families in aid-
ing their recovery.

Since the quality of the
guide and service dogs

trained by Southeastern is
of prime importance,
some dogs are placed into
the breeding program.
Volunteers assist in this
phase by taking the moth-
er dogs into their homes.

In addition to the four
major “career paths,”
some dogs are selected to
be public service dogs,

which may involve train-
ing in areas such as explo-
sives detection and arson
investigation. Other dogs
can become companion
dogs to children with
vision problems, while still
others may become “am-
bassador dogs,” helping to
educate the public about
Southeastern Guide Dogs.

After their “work lives”
are completed, the former
guide or service dogs are
retired, and some go back
to their puppy raisers to
live out their retirement. 

The keynote speaker for
the graduation ceremony
at the Polo Grill was Tra-
cey Rhodes, a former
paramedic in Charlotte,
N.C. Rhodes told how she
was a functioning para-
medic one day, driving an
ambulance around Char-
lotte, and the next day was
judged legally blind. She
found herself without a
career, and had originally
relied on her children to
help her navigate through
her life. But her children
got older, and developed
lives of their own. Rhodes
realized that she could not
rely on her kids forever
and, having remembered
meeting puppy raisers
years before at Disney
World, finally applied to
get a guide dog. Today,
with her guide dog Gary, a
golden retriever, Rhodes
has, in her words, “gained
a measure of independ-
ence she didn’t know was
possible.” Her experience
at Southeastern was so
life-changing that Rhodes
moved to Florida and now
works at Southeastern.

Rhodes’ challenge to
the graduates: “Let every
day be an adventure.” She
noted that as Southeastern
grads, they are “part of
the pack, and it takes a
pack to create a super-
hero.”

Southeastern Guide
Dogs offers tours of their
training campus, and
playing with a bunch of
little furry puppies as part
of your tour is a treat not
to be missed. 

You can become a vol-
unteer, and a member of
the pack! For more in-
formation on Southeastern
Guide Dogs, go to Guide-
Dogs.org

Southeastern Guide
Dogs holds graduation
at LWR’s Polo Grill

Photo by Ernie Soller

BY ERNIE SOLLER, 

Community Correspondent
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For More Info & Tickets Go To:

www.SuncoastFoodAndWineFest.com

• • •

• • • •

• • • •

• • • •

• • • •

• • •

Media Sponsors: Herald Tribune Media Group • Bradenton Herald
• • • •

Proceeds to benefit

area charities and

other projects of the

Rotary Club

of Lakewood Ranch
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METAL HIP IMPLANT FAILURE?
YOU MAY HAVEA CASE

Have you received an all metal implant

and experienced any of the following?

• Loosening of the implant
• Bone fractures around the implant?
• Dislocation of the implant?
• Cobalt or blood poisoning?
• Tumors around the implant?
• Revision surgery in less than 5 years?

YOURTIME MAY BE LIMITED

941.951.1800

lbtlaw.com

Contact Us Today For a No Cost Consultationt Consultation

Sarasota Personal Injury Attorneys
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Photo Provided

Antonio Saviano, director of Premier Sports Campus, received the Friends
of Soccer award from the Florida Youth Soccer Association (FYSA) on Aug. 13. The
award represents a partnership with FYSA and his continued support of the youth
programs. Saviano has worked hard to grow the soccer programs at the Premier
Sports Campus and is committed to its future success.

WE’VE GOT A FRIEND!

Photo Provided

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Premier Sports
Campus Little
Star

Name:

Austin Downing

What school do you
attend? 

Willis Elementary

What grade are you in?

First grade

What is your favorite
food?

Corn dogs

Who is your favorite
person?

Neymar (Barcelona FC)

What is your favorite
sport?

Soccer 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Top Residential Sales Team
Since 2003!

For the “Royal Treatment”

THE ROYAL TEAM
Integrity, Service & Experience

www.BradentonRealEstateTeam.com

Judy McCauley 941-758-5839 • Peter & Gina Uliano 941-920-0276

1
1
3
9
2
4



22R .................................................................................AROUND THE RANCH WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 19 2016



WEDNESDAY OCTOBER 19 2016 AROUND THE RANCH ................................................................................. 23R

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2016
ANCIENT OAK GUN CLUB, 16800 SR 64 East, Lakewood Ranch

Approximately 6 miles east of I-75

8 a.m.: Registration • 8:45 a.m. Safety Meeting l $600 for Team of 4 • $150 for Individual Shooters
includes ammo, continental breakfast, lunch and event Tshirt

EXCITING RAFFLE ITEMS

SPONSORSHIP PACKAGES AVAILABLE

TO BENEFIT THE FLORIDA FISH &WILDLIFE CONSERVATION COMMISSION’S YOUTH CHARITIES

REGISTERTODAY ATTHEGUNWRITER.COM
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2015

ALEX KARRAS LINCOLN
Serving the Gulf Coast since 1978

AFFORDABLE LUXURY

2017 LINCOLN MKC

2017 LINCOLN MKZ

ALEX KARRAS LINCOLN (941) 756-4004

SHOP 24/7 ATWWW.KARRASLINCOLN.COM
6760 14TH STREET WEST - ON US 41
2 MILES NORTH OF THE AIRPORT PHOTOS FOR ILLUSTRATION PURPOSES ONLY.

2015
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$269

$299

Stop by and see our newest
edition to the Lincoln lineup.
THE ALL NEW 2017 LINCOLN

CONTINENTAL

36 MONTH LEASE FOR
$2,679 DUE AT SIGNING*

36 MONTH LEASE FOR
$2,679 DUE AT SIGNING*

C17081 5L/HUL20549

Z17057 3L/HR607706

Payments Are Based on 36 Month Lincoln AFS Lease. Lease’s are Based on 7,500 Miles Per Year. Security Deposit Waived. $2,679 cash or trade due at signing. Payments Exclude Taxes, State/Lease Fees and Tags. 0%

Financing is With Approved Credit Through Lincoln Automotive Financial Services. Price Excludes Taxes and Tags. Offer Expires 10/31/2016.

2015


