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DIY design highlights 
hues of happiness.

Pop of  
Sunshine



LOCATED IN SAN MARCO PLAZA 

8205 NATURE’S WAY, STE 101 | LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34202

941.907.9759

WWW.DIVINEINTERIORSGROUP.COM

Interior Design 
R E N O V A T I O N S
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We raised our family here in Lakewood Ranch and have been 

your local Real Estate experts for over 20 years.  In addition to 

our love for this community, we are:

• Members of Coldwell Banker’s Global Luxury Division

•  International Diamond Society members

•  Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialists
•  Top 1% of agents in Sarasota and Manatee Counties

We prove every day that our greatest pride is the professional, 

yet personal attention we provide our clients. So whether you 

are listing or buying, we would love the opportunity to prove 

our commitment to you in your next move.

PAT, JULIE & PATRICK WARREN 
Real Estate Advisors, REALTORS Coldwell Banker 
Residential Real Estate

8334 Market Street, Lakewood Ranch, FL 
C: 941.350.7044  C:  941.350.7439 
C: 941.400.4436  O: 941.907.1033

www.WarrenGroupSarasota.com 
Pat.Warren@CBRealty.com 
Julie.Warren@CBRealty.com
Patrick.Warren@CBRealty.com

SOLD OVER ASKING!

$1,500,000
13626 Legends Walk Terrace
Lakewood Ranch Country Club

NOW PENDING

$1,250,000 
12202 Lobelia Terrace
Lakewood Ranch Riverwalk Ridge

WA R R E N  G RO U P  LA K EWO O D  R A N C H

W H E R E  FA M I LY  VA LU E S  B R I N G  YO U  H OM E

WHY THE WARREN GROUP?

Julie and Pat are the Best!  We sold our home quickly,  
receiving many great offers within hours. Julie and Pat are focused 

and are market experts. They are very “hands-on”. Their advice and 
assistance during the prep were invaluable. 

Julie and Pat were kind, reassuring and professional as they guided 
us through the entire process, from our initial idea to move through 

post closing. We felt that we were never alone and were being 
treated as if we were family. We can’t thank them enough and highly 

recommend them to anyone wanting to sell  
their home in Lakewood Ranch. 

- Gwen and Jeff V.

W H Y  T H E  WA R R E N  G RO U P ?



Y Sarasota

$97,000,000 Sold & Pending 
Real Estate Sales in 2021.  

Thank You to my incredible Clients!

Sarasota 

8131 Lakewood Main St., Suite 2

Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

sarasotatrustrealty.com 

941.400.4235  
reneewor ks4u@gmail.com

       @preininger_property_group

7217 GREYSTONE STREET | COUNTRY CLUB WEST 
3,861 sq ft under air, 5,348 total sq ft, 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 3 car garage

"Thank you to all my amazing clients!  I am so grateful for your business and 
your referrals. Repeat clients and referrals are the heart and soul of my 

business.  There is no greater compliment than a client who entrusts me with 
a new client referral and/or represent them again in another home search or 
sale.  I dedicate myself to ensuring all my client’s buying or selling journey is 

smooth, skilled, an I stake my reputation on it every day."d successful.  

MLS #A4538254 $2,499,000

13215 PALMERS CREEK TERRACE | COUNTRY CLUB WEST 
4,701 sq ft under air, 6,419 total sq ft, 4 bedrooms, 4 full baths, 3 car garage

MLS #A4543488 $2,299,000

7003 DOMINION  LANE | COUNTRY CLUB WEST 
4,021 sq ft under air, 5 bedrooms, 4 baths, 3 car garage 

MLS #A4540260  |  $1,449,000

MLS # A4542922 $1,799,0005821 MULLIGAN WAY | LAKEWOOD NATIONAL 
3,025 sq ft under air, 4 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, 3 car garage 

16917 PELHAM PLACE | DEL WEBB 
2,164 sq ft under air, 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 2 car garage 

MLS #A4541339  |  $949,000
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A Lifetime
of Healthy Skin

Proudly Serving
Lakewood Ranch 
Since 2003

4.9 Star Google Rating. 2700+ Reviews

(941) 907-0222
arsenaultdermatology.com Book Now
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A Luxury Aesthetic Clinic
By Arsenault Dermatology

d e r m s p a

Ready to Glow?

(941) 264-1161
glowdermspa.com

Book Now



Mon-Fri 9-6 | Sat 9-5 | Sun 11-4

3756 Bee Ridge Rd. | Sarasota

941.927.4900

We carry a wide variety of High-End & Mid-Range 

Kitchen, Laundry & Outdoor Appliances with the 

latest technology & hottest designs.

FINANCING OPTIONS AVAILABLE

OVER 60 YEARS!

385442-

THE perfect KITCHEN
THE perfect APPLIANCES,

Major Appliance Centers

Visit JessupsAppliances.com

INDOOR OR OUTDOOR



 For over 30 years, John Cannon has designed 

and built homes for families just like yours 

throughout Florida’s west coast. When you 

choose John Cannon Homes, you are selecting 

an award-winning team with the single goal of 

creating your home just as you envisioned. Build a 

home that’s customized for you, your family and your 

lifestyle. Build with John Cannon Homes.

Call 941 361.1300 for your private tour of our Corporate 

Offices and Design Center today.

www.johncannonhomes.com

Artistry.
Passion.

Perfection.

6710 Professional Parkway, Suite 100 

Sarasota, FL 34240 | 941.924.5935          CGCA18551 
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live

You found a new place to live. Now make it your home. Tidewell Foundation 

helps lift the spirits of those embraced by Tidewell Hospice, a not-for-profit 

providing hospice and grief care for more than 40 years. Join us in the work that 

matters most. Volunteer. Shop or donate to Tidewell Treasures resale shops. 

Attend a community event. Let’s brighten lives together.

TidewellFoundation.org
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SuNdAy-FuNdAy!
GeT OuT FoR A

A Huge Thank You to our SPONSORS:  Lakewood Ranch + MyLWR.COM |  Lakewood Ranch Community Activities + Herald-Tribune |  LocaliQ

1 5 6 1  L a k e f r o n t  D r i v e ,  L a k e w o o d  R a n c h ,  F L  3 4 2 4 0   |   t h e m a r k e t LW R . C O M    |       

EvErY SuNdAy, 10Am – 2Pm @ WaTeRsIdE PlAcE

90+ VeNdOrS, StReEt FoOd + LiVe MuSiC

Market Produce  |  Meat & Poultry  |  Fresh Flowers  |  Local Honey   |   Spices, Rubs & Condiments 

Fresh Breads & Baked Goods   |   Prepared Foods   |   Coffee & Teas  |  Specialty Gifts & Trinkets

384219-1



CUSTOM CLOSET AND GARAGE STORAGE SYSTEMS
WORLD’S FINEST GARAGE FLOORING • HOME OFFICE • LAUNDRY • PANTRY

  TAKING HOME ORGANIZATION TO THETAKING HOME ORGANIZATION TO THE

NEXT LEVELNEXT LEVEL
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Mark Your Calendars – 
Browse Our E vent s!

Now Open + Coming Soon 
E xplore the direc tory !

Wat e r s i d e P l a c e.com.com

Foodies + Fun-Lovers Rejoice! 
As our tenants continue to open their doors, come experience all Waterside Place has to offer. Grab a bite to eat under 

the stars while enjoying live music and an ice-cold beverage. Break a sweat in a morning workout class before hitting up 

the Farmers’ Market for your favorite goods. Or, simply take a sunny stroll along the water’s edge. 

COME LET LOOSE WITH US, WE’VE GOT A LOT TO SHOW YOU!  

1561 LAKEFRONT DRIVE, LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34240

happy placefind your

farmers’ market now open - crop juicelive music
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At Lakewood Ranch Medical Center, our 

network of care provides high-quality, 

individualized care for you and your family – 

close to where you live, work and play.

For more information, go to 

lakewoodranchmedicalcenter.com

For a physician referral, 

call 800-454-8215.

*This emergency department is part of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center. This is not an urgent care center. Its services and care are billed at hospital emergency department rates. 
Physicians are on the medical staff of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center, but, with limited exceptions, are independent practitioners who are not employees or agents of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center.  
The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. For language assistance, disability accommodations and the nondiscrimination notice, visit our website.  22698460-914305 7/22

8330 Lakewood Ranch Boulevard 

Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

Our network includes:

• Lakewood Ranch Medical Center – Offering services 
ranging from cardiovascular care and orthopedics to 
women’s services/obstetrics and stroke.

• ER at Fruitville* – A full-service, freestanding 
emergency department with board-certified 
physicians who provide emergency care. Full-service 
laboratory, X-ray and CT are available onsite.

• Lakewood Ranch Medical Group – From primary care 
to specialty cardiac, OB/GYN and general surgery, our 
affiliated physicians and allied health professionals 
deliver quality healthcare services to all age groups.

LET’S DO WELL  

TOGETHER

374680-1



232 Manatee Ave E | Bradenton, FL 34208  
941-254-4957

*Sleeve gastrectomy surgery, also known as gastric sleeve surgery, reduces the size of the stomach so that the patient feels full with less food, while still absorbing all of the necessary nutrients. 
Individual results may vary. There are risks associated with any surgical procedure. Talk with your doctor about these risks to find out if bariatric surgery is right for you. With limited exceptions, 
physicians are independent practitioners, who are not employees or agents of Manatee Memorial Hospital. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatments provided by physicians. 
For language assistance, disability accommodations and the nondiscrimination notice, visit our website. 22681585-914170 7/22

A New Look,

A New L ife
Patient gets her life back after weight loss surgery

One and a half years after robotic sleeve gastrectomy (“gastric sleeve”) 

surgery* at Manatee Memorial Hospital®, Jailyn Drebes, 39, lost 190 

pounds and refers to her health and her life now as “amazing.” 

She tried countless diets over the years, but none seemed to keep the 

weight off. Jailyn says she “didn’t feel pretty, didn’t look good in clothes 

and didn’t feel good about myself.” 

“Dr. Rekkas and the Manatee Weight Loss Center team are wonderful. He 
is amazing at his craft and knows how to motivate you to stay on track with 

your weight loss. They helped me get my life back.”

“The surgery is only the first step,” says Stelios Rekkas, MD, FACS, FASMBS, 

Manatee Weight Loss Center physician and director of the surgical weight 
loss program at Manatee Memorial Hospital. “It’s the patient who makes 

the difference in their own life when they commit to using the lifelong tools 

we give them to help keep the weight off.”

“This surgery helped me  
get my life back.”

Jailyn Drebes
Robotic Sleeve Gastrectomy Patient 

Find inspiration from more stories like 

Jailyn’s at msaweightloss.com 

Before

After

374677-1
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FOLLOW THE LEADER

After 20 years at the helm, 
SMR’s CEO sounds off on 
what makes a community. 80 
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Craft beer aficionados 
don’t have to travel far 
to quench their thirst.64 

WRITE THIS WAY

Scribes club prides itself 
on giving writers good 
feedback — the kind way.
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Creekwood Crossing    I-75 & S.R. 70    Bradenton, FL    941-751-6600
Mon-Sat: 9:30am - 5:30pm    Sun: 11am-4pm    BartlettJewelers.com

Introducing lab created diamonds. They are created in a rough 

crystal form by scientists and are optically, physically and chemically 

IDENTICAL to natural diamonds at a more affordable price.

DIAMONDS
Affordable

at any size
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How to enjoy the perfect day at 
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Season Subscriptions and Single Tickets Available Now!

Box Office: 941.359.0099  |  SarasotaBallet.org

October 21 – 23, 2022 | FSU Center 
Ricardo Graziano World Premiere 
Asia Bui World Premiere  
Richard House World Premiere

November 18 – 19, 2022 | Sarasota Opera House 
MacMillan’s Danses Concertantes (Company Premiere)  
Ashton’s Dante Sonata (Company Premiere)  
Ashton’s Rhapsody

December 16 – 17, 2022 | Sarasota Opera House 
Ashton’s Les Patineurs 
Robbins’ In the Night (Company Premiere) 
Robbins’ Fancy Free

January 27 – 30, 2023 | FSU Center  
Arcadian Broad World Premiere 
Jessica Lang World Premiere 
Ashton’s Façade

February 24 – 27, 2023 | FSU Center 
The Sarasota Ballet Presents:  
Dance Theatre of Harlem

March 24 – 25, 2023 | Van Wezel 
Kobborg’s production of La Sylphide (Company Premiere) 

April 28 – 29, 2023 | Sarasota Opera House 
Balanchine’s Divertimento No. 15 
Balanchine’s The Four Temperaments 
Balanchine’s Western Symphony

The

Season

Richard House  |  Photography by Matthew Holler
385863-1
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SALE
LABOR DAY

www.LeatherGallerySarasota.com

5251 S. Tamiami Tr. • Sarasota
(1.5 Miles South of Bee Ridge Rd.)

941-993-1057 • Mon.-Fri. 10-7 • Sat. 10-6 • Sun. 12-5

Up to 50% OFF Storewide!

LEATHER GALLERY
 and 

BEDDING CENTER
www.LeatherGallerySarasota.com

Free Financing • 100% Top Grain Leather • We Ship Anywhere

AFFORDABLE NORWEGIAN COMFORT
LIFETIME WARRANTY...FRAME

SUSPENSION • MECHANISM • FOAM

Stressfree Living
with Norway’s Finest

Sale From
$1,488

Sale From
$1,188

Quality is not expensive, It’s Priceless

12 Months 
FREE 

Financing

100% 
Top Grain 
Leather
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Now Through Tuesday 9/6

HURRY IN! DON’T MISS OUTHURRY IN! DON’T MISS OUT

EDITORIAL 

Executive Editor and COO — Kat Hughes 

Managing Editor — Su Byron

Design — Nicole Thompson

Editor At Large — Lisa Barnott

Contributors 

Spencer Fordin, Kelly Fores, Mark Gordon,  

Jay Heater, Heidi Kurpiela, Robert Plunket, Lori Sax,  

Harry Sayer, Eric Snider, and Abby Weingarten

ADVERTISING 

Director of Advertising — Jill Raleigh

Associate Publisher — Lori Ruth 

Advertising Managers —  

Kathleen O’Hara and Penny Nowicki 

Advertising Executives — Richeal Bair, Beth Jacobson,  

Jennifer Kane, Honesty Mantkowski, 

Toni Perren, Laura Ritter and Brenda White

CREATIVE SERVICES
Director of Creative Services — Caleb Stanton

Creative Services Administrator — Marjorie Holloway

Graphic Designers — Louise Martin, Taylor Poe, Shawna Polana  

and Luis Trujillo

CONTACT LWR LIFE
To submit story ideas or calendar listings, 

contact Kat Hughes at KHughes@YourObserver.com. 

For advertising inquiries, call 941-366-3468. 

LWR Life is a quarterly publication of the Observer Media Group  

published in February, May, August and November in partnership  

with Schroeder-Manatee Ranch.  

LIFELWR
LAKEWOOD RANCH AREA’S COMMUNITY, NATURE, STYLE

President and Publisher — Emily Walsh



Orthopedic Care for All Walks of Life and Interests

“AS A PILATES INSTRUCTOR, A SUCCESSFUL REPAIR FOR MY BADLY DAMAGED 

ROTATOR CUFF WAS CRUCIAL FOR BOTH MY CAREER AND MY ABILITY TO 

CONTINUE ENJOYING A VERY ACTIVE LIFESTYLE. I AM THRILLED TO REPORT 

THAT I HAVE FULL USE OF MY RIGHT SHOULDER AND AM PAIN FREE.”

 - Susan Landsman 

385866-1
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C
ommunity.  It’s one of those 
words that we see a lot, usually 
in marketing materials. And, 

admittedly, it does invoke a certain 
feeling of the warm and fuzzies. 

So you could be forgiven if, 
when hearing the head of the 
largest development in the area 
talk about building community, 
you roll your eyes a bit.

But when your cynicism has 
passed, take a look at where 
you live. It’s not just thousands 
of houses cobbled together 

over hundreds of acres. Instead, it is 
a place where there are hubs of activ-
ity — places where you have things to 
do and places where you connect with 
your neighbors and others who live in 
the area. 

You know the other dog owners at 
the dog park, or recognize parents 
from the school your children attend. 
That’s community. And, not that this is 
an ad for Lakewood Ranch, but these 

places exist because they’re designed 
to be that way. It’s what sets a master-
planned development apart from oth-
er areas with houses plopped on land.  

One of the people who has been 
instrumental in achieving this com-
munity building is without a doubt 
Schroeder-Manatee Ranch President 
and CEO Rex Jensen. In contributor 
Mark Gordon’s interview with him (we 
should say rare interview, given that he 
hates the limelight), Jensen reflects on 
how his team has defied conventional 
beliefs to achieve the vision for Lake-
wood Ranch, as well as what makes it 
so different from other “communities.” 
In short, the magic is in the planning. 

Even though we all know this is a 
master-planned community, Jensen’s 
interview reveals how to make a place 
not just where people live, but where 
people build lives. You can read what 
he has to say starting on Page 74.

From there, you can see how every-
thing else in our issue — and in nearly 

every issue — stems from that phi-
losophy. From attracting businesses 
that serve up unique local beers (Page 
80) to a club that helps its members 
improve their writing either for fun or 
professionally (Page 64), to a program 
started by the Rotary Club of Lake-
wood Ranch that has delivered more 
than 100,000 books to kids in schools 
without a dime of labor (Page 44), it is 
not hard to find community in Lake-
wood Ranch. 

People are connected in ways that 
allow them to live and be fulfilled and 
know and help one another. And the 
place sets the tone to make all of that 
possible. 

So if you’re in search of community, 
just read on. Whether you play an in-
strument or just want to go shopping 
and support local businesses, oppor-
tunities abound. And you don’t have 
to go far.

Kat Hughes 
Executive Editor

Creating a place of community

LETTER FROM THE EDITOR

Ian Swaby

Angelo Santelli, Shelly Bonet and James Varnado perform for the Music on Main crowd Aug. 5. The gathering, which benefits a different nonprofit 

each month, is just one example of community built into Lakewood Ranch.



*

*Restrictions apply. See server for full details.
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700 John Ringling Blvd ï Sarasota, Florida 34236

(941) 365-2600 ï PlymouthHarbor.org

A Not-For-Profit Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC) / OIR #88039
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CAREwe
because we about you.

for you

941.953.9080  •  LernerCohen.com

1921 Waldemere Street, Suite 814 

Sarasota, FL 34239

Dr. Brad S. Lerner  |  Dr. Louis M. Cohen  

Dr. James R. Cocco  |  Dr. Amy M. Roth

The Doctor Is In. Always.™

We believe your doctor should get to know you personally, 

have the flexibility to see you at any time, and commit  

to delivering benefit-oriented care and advice tailored  

to your unique needs. 

Discover how LernerCohen puts the CARE in Healthcare.  

Schedule a meet and greet to see if concierge care  

is right for you.





We invite you to join our 
2,000+ Chamber member 

businesses to:

Network & Connect

Grow Your Business

Have a Voice

Learn Something 
New

~ïŧģ ï BŚĻģƱģŷčģ Śŷ 
Our Community

Strengthening 
  Local Businesses 
    and Our Community
        for More Than 130 Years

BRADENTON OFFICE
222 10th Street West  |  Bradenton 34205

LAKEWOOD RANCH OFFICE
4215 Concept Court  |  Lakewood Ranch 34211

Largest Chamber of Commerce in the Tampa Bay Region

ManateeChamber.com    941-748-3411
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