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We are proud to announce eight new, never seen 
before floor plans to our communities at the prestigious 
Country Club East in desired Lakewood Ranch.

Visit our beautiful Carlotta model home today and 
experience luxury, where every detail counts.

941-254-2969
nealsignaturehomes.com

experience the luxury
of living well

CBC 1257901

VISIT ONE OF OUR

MODEL HOMES

3 gorgeous

Sales Center

16627 Collingtree Crossing 
Bradenton, FL 34202

Neal Signature Homes is the only builder that 
gives you the opportunity to build and customize 
your new dream home with plans ranging from 
2,169 SF to 3,006 SF with one and two-story 
designs and 2- or 3-car garage options starting 
from the mid $500s

326577-1

Prices and availability subject to 
change without notice. CBC1256375     

A T  L A K E W O O D  R A N C H

THE HOMES AT INDIGO

Lakewood Ranch is one of Southwest Florida’s 
most thoughtful and connected  communities— 
and Indigo is one of its most sought-after 
villages! With gated entry, a community pool, 
an array of activities and amenities, and a 
variety of stunning Neal homes, you’ll find 
everything that matters to you at Indigo. 

And that matters a lot.

•  Single-Family Homes and Villas
from the Low $300s

•  Floorplans from 1,407 to 2,980 sq. ft.
•  2-5 Bedrooms and 2-3.5 Baths
•  2- & 3-Car Garages
•  Low Community Fees, Including Maintenance
•  Recreation Center with Pool, Spa,

Fitness Room, and Classes
•  Pickleball and Bocce Ball Courts
• Lifestyle Coordinator for Activity Plannning

Call 941-200-0019 or visit 
NealCommunities.com

TOUR SIX MODELS TODAY!
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3420 SKY BLUE COVE
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

Exit 217 to State Rd. 70 East. 
Left on Lakewood Ranch Blvd. Right on 44th Ave. 
Left on White Eagle Blvd. Indigo will be on the right.

WHERE YOU
LIVE MATTERS
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MAXIMIZE  |  CUSTOMIZE  |  OPTIMIZE
Custom Closet Systems
Custom Garage Storage

Epoxy Flooring
Laundry Rooms | Pantries

Custom Garage 
Cabinets & Flooring 
All Sizes, Many Styles & Colors

$500 OFF
any order of $3,995 or more or

$120 off any order of $995 or more
Not valid with any other offer. Present coupon after estimate is given.

Expires 11/30/2020 LWRL

Steve Jacoby 
OWNER

NEW

Call for a FREE in-home consultation 

(941) 328-8989

VIRTUAL  CONSULTATION 
From our initial phone conversation,
to custom 3-D design, to installation
& disinfection clean-up, you NEVER

have to meet our staff in person.

All Products Fully Warrantied 
& Professionally Installed.
Family Owned & Operated.

579 Interstate Blvd., Sarasota   Check us out at www.TailoredLiving.com

Custom Closets

365
VACATION

You’re closer to home 
than you think.

*Prices subject to change without notice.  © 2020 Lakewood Ranch

.com

SHOPPING, DINING, A R T S & EN T ER TA INMEN T  |  PA R K S & T R A IL S  |  20+ V IL L AGE S T O CHOOSE F ROM 
SOCI A L A ND SP OR T S CL UBS  |  GOL F & R ACQUE T SP OR T S  |  T HRI V ING BUSINE S S COMMUNI T Y  

A-R AT ED SCHOOL S  |  N A MED BE S T W EL L NE S S COMMUNI T Y BY IDE A L-L I V ING

NE W HOMES FROM THE $200S TO OVER $ 1 MILLION *

Check out Lakewood Ranch  

while you’re in town, and you’ll see 

why it’s the best-selling community 

in the country for all ages. 

You won’t want to leave! 

334194-1
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THE LAKE CLUB INFORMATION CENTER:  8307 Lake Club Blvd., Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202   |   (941) 907-9088   |   thelakeclublwr.com

From the $600s to over $3 million

BROKER PARTICIPATION WELCOMED. ORAL REPRESENTATIONS CANNOT BE RELIED UPON AS CORRECTLY STATING THE REPRESENTATIONS OF THE DEVELOPER. FOR 
CORRECT REPRESENTATIONS REFERENCE SHOULD BE MADE TO THE DOCUMENTS REQUIRED BY SECTION 718.503, FLORIDA STATUTES, TO BE FURNISHED BY A 
DEVELOPER TO A BUYER OR LESSEE. NOT AN OFFERING WHERE PROHIBITED BY STATE LAW. PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE.

ANCHOR BUILDERS  |  ARTHUR RUTENBERG HOMES  |  JOHN CANNON HOMES  |  LEE WETHERINGTON HOMES  |  STOCK SIGNATURE HOMES

13 NEW MODELS NOW OPEN
The Lake Club offers incomparable exclusivity, illustrious architecture, and breathtaking outdoor living spaces,  

with exquisite homes by the area’s premier builders.

Genoa, the newest enclave, has expanded to include five neighborhoods with more than 20 spacious floor plans  
from which to choose by STOCK Signature Homes, ranging in size from 2,400 to more than 4,000 square feet under air.  

And in Lake View Estates, there are a limited number of homes of more than 3,000 square feet with expansive water views.

With a 20,000-square-foot Grande Clubhouse, spa & fitness, fabulous dining, lifestyle director, concierge and more,  
The Lake Club offers the most coveted lifestyle of any village in Lakewood Ranch.

EXCLUSIVE ADDRESS. EXTRAORDINARY LIFESTYLE.

Community of the Year

327510-1

Times like these we discover what is 
truly important. Worries that we may 
have had seem so small in comparison 
to our challenges today. The health 
of our family, our community, our 
world, becomes most vital. Over the 
past months, we have seen great acts 
of heroism, strength, care, and love - 
right here in Lakewood Ranch. 

You delivered groceries to those at 
risk, you donated masks, food, and 
artwork to LWR Medical Center, you 
painted your driveways and sidewalks, 
you supported LWR restaurants and 
businesses, you homeschooled your 
children, and you stayed home to 
help flatten the curve.  

Thank you for helping make this time 
a little easier for our community. 
Never have I been more proud to 
chant #WeAreLWR. 

With much love, 

Director, Community Relations

Your Online Community Hub. 
check out our community 
calendar for virtual events

Dear

Monaca Onstad
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Physicians are on the medical staff of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center, but with limited exceptions are independent practitioners who are not  
employees or agents of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center. The hospital shall not be liable for actions or treatment provided by physicians. 

For language assistance, disability accommodations and the non-discrimination notice, visit our website. 200194-7910 7/20

lwrmc.com
8330 Lakewood Ranch Blvd. | Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

Don’t Delay Critical Care 
Even during a pandemic, it’s crucial to seek 
immediate care if you or a loved one is 
experiencing a medical emergency. The 
emergency room and cardiac catheterization 
lab at Lakewood Ranch Medical Center remain 
available 24/7 to treat heart attacks, stroke and 
other life-threatening conditions.

SAFE. TRUSTED. READY. 
Quality Care for Life-Threatening Emergencies

If you’re experiencing a medical emergency, call 911 or 
go to your nearest emergency room.

333769-1
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816 Manatee Ave. E.  |  Bradenton, FL
941.745.2900  |  lyteworks.com

Monday - Friday  |  9:30 - 6:00
Saturday  |  10:00 - 5:00

Take a Virtual Tour of Our Showroom at lyteworks.com

A Designer Showcase of Lighting, Fans, Furniture and Home Decor

We welcome you to the most unique 
and vibrant collection of designer lighting 

and fans on the west coast of Florida
Come see what all the talk is about!  

JoJo and John Bradshaw

317193-1
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CONTENTS FALL 2020

FEATURES
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BLUE-EYED CHARLIE
Manatee’s longtime parks 
leader looks forward to the 
future of Premier. 70 

SUNDAY SPECIAL
You don’t need a reason 
to enjoy brunch, but 
here are several.54 

PAW PROTECTORS
Sanctuary remains 
dedicated to spreading 
the truth about big cats.
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the Ranch, First Watch chain passes 
sales milestone, and MVP Sports 
stay in the swing of things with new 
programming.
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Esplanade resident and artist Elliot 
DeBear allows music to guide the flow 
of his paintings.

42  CHARITY SNAPSHOT 
SMART announced a new executive 
director in the spring — then the 
pandemic hit.
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Area events both in-person and virtual 
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50  STYLE
Don’t let them see you sweat ... or let 
them see your drink sweat either, for 
that matter.

79  HAVEN
A Lake Club home blends hints of 
antebellum elegance with modern 
style and function fit for a family.

90  ART AND ABOUT
It’s easy to socially distance while 
enjoying art — and it’s worth a trip 
over the bridge to do so.

95  RANCH MOM
With school starting again, parents are 
faced with lots of tough decisions. Let’s 
not make them any tougher.

98  RANCH SCENE

106  PARTING GLANCE 
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Wilde Lexus Sarasota 
4883 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Jaguar Land Rover
4821 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34233

Wilde Honda Sarasota 
7333 S Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34231

338195-1
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FREE Leather Care Kit
($40 value) One per family. No purchase necessary.  Expires 10/15/20

GUARANTEED BEST PRICING • LIFETIME WARRANTY • FREE FINANCING
SINCE 1984 • WE SHIP ANYWHERE • LEATHERGALLERYSARASOTA.COM

LEATHER GALLERY
 and 

BEDDING CENTER
941- 993 -1057  |  5251 S. Tamiami Trail

(U.S. 41) Sarasota, FL
( 1.5 Miles South of Bee Ridge Road )

Mon.-Fri. 10am-7pm • Sat. 10am-6pm • Sun. 12Noon-5pm

We are the area’s number one choice for quality leather furniture. 
Our gallery consists of a beautiful collection of leather furnishings from 
all the top brands. When you choose Sarasota Leather Gallery, you know 
you’re getting the industry’s finest at the lowest prices possible. With our 
furniture, we guarantee that your home will be the talk of the town!

CELEBRATE
SAVINGS

WITH UP TO 1/2 OFF ENTIRE SHOWROOM

326710-1

Fall Into Savings

NOW
thru October 15th

Up To 50% Off Storewide.

EDITORIAL 

Executive Editor — Kat Hughes 
Design — Nicole Thompson

Editor At Large — Lisa Barnott

Contributors 
Su Byron, Randi Donahue, Pam Eubanks, Mark Gordon,  
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contact Kat Hughes at KHughes@YourObserver.com. 
For advertising inquiries, call 366-3468. 

LWR Life is a quarterly publication of the Observer Media Group  
published in May, August, November and February in partnership  

with Schroeder-Manatee Ranch. 

LWRLifeMagazine.com 

LIFELWR
LAKEWOOD RANCH AREA’S COMMUNITY, NATURE, STYLE

Publisher — Emily Walsh

At the Sarasota Memorial Radiation Oncology Center, our goal is singular and our aim laser-focused — to put our 
patients on the road to remission with the support and attention they need for a full and swift recovery.  Led by a 
dedicated radiation oncologist, our multidisciplinary team ensures that every patient receives the individualized 
care they deserve, while state-of-the-art equipment delivers the treatment they need with pinpoint precision. 
Committed to caring for the whole patient, an on-site Serenity Garden promotes mental wellness and multiple 
support services assist in self-care between treatments.

Because we’re not just treating cancer, we’re treating people.

Sarasota Memorial Radiation Oncology Center 
5370 University Parkway, Sarasota FL 34243 ı (941) 917-7575

Our Mission is Your Remission

32
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When it comes to guilty plea-
sures, I admit it: The TV I 
watch is among the guiltiest. 

Whether it’s “Real Housewives” of 
wherever, the relaunch of “Unsolved 
Mysteries” or rewatching the “Sex and 
the City” series for the 1,000th time, I 

can’t get enough. 
And if you think quarantining 

just made it worse, you’re exact-
ly right. So when “Tiger King” 
graced Netflix with its presence 
in March, I was all-in. 

The eight-episode documen-
tary that follows Joe Exotic 
(aka the Tiger King) through 
his tumultuous and bizarre life 

of raising and showing tigers topped 
the kooky cake of trash TV for me. Be-
cause Netflix automatically advanced 
each next episode, who was I to stop 
it and go to bed at a reasonable hour? 

It had everything — jilted lovers, 
drugs, big cats and even a local tie in 
the longtime feud Joe Exotic had with 
archnemesis Tampa Big Cat Rescue 
Owner Carole Baskin, which ultimate-
ly (spoiler alert!) landed Joe in jail.

It was sensational the way a NAS-
CAR crash or a twisted love triangle 
story is (which it had the latter, by the 
way). You couldn’t stop watching it. At 
least I couldn’t. 

But as this show rose like a pop 
culture phoenix, I started wondering 
where its ashes would fall, particularly 
for one local organization dedicated to 
big cat preservation. 

It was bad enough that the name of 
our local organization south of Lake-
wood Ranch — Big Cat Habitat & Gulf 
Coast Sanctuary — was so similar to 
Big Cat Rescue the show featured in 
Tampa. Even worse, the documentary 
aired allegations of the mistreatment 
and exploitation of animals at the Tam-
pa facility for monetary gain. 

With the popularity came scrutiny, 
even for those not involved in the story. 

For Kay Rosaire, founder of Big Cat 
Habitat, it’s the classic case of a few 
bad actors ruining it for everyone else. 

“It’s a shame when you have one 
bad person it brings negative public-
ity to everyone, even the ones who do 
good work,” Rosaire told contributor 

Brynn Mechem. 
That good work — of saving and 

preserving big cat species and other 
animals by providing educational, in-
person experiences with them — is 
what Rosaire has devoted her life to. 

Mechem’s story (Page 54), shows 
that work in action, along with the 
struggle and dedication necessary to 
do it. 

Since March, there have been a lot of 
organizations struggling, and Big Cat 
Habitat is no exception. But, Rosaire 
and her family hope, every day is one 
day closer to the end of breeding and 
captivity of these magnificent animals. 

And despite bad actors, maybe 
people will understand that part of the 
“Tiger King” story and what people 
like Rosaire are trying to do to stop it 
from happening again.

Who knows — maybe that trash TV 
could end up having a little value after 
all.

Kat Hughes 
Executive Editor

Big Cat Habitat & Gulf Coast Sanctuary uses up-close experiences with animals to educate visitors on conservation.

Preserving a Mission
LETTER FROM THE EDITOR Find a neighborhood 

as unique as you.

Let us help you match your lifestyle goals with the magic 
of Lakewood Ranch’s distinctive communities. 

Nowhere but here.

MICHAELSAUNDERS.COM | 888.552.5228
Licensed Real Estate Broker327901-1
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A SPECTACU LAR VI EW
of Friendship

 700 John Ringling Blvd • Sarasota, Florida 34236 
(941) 365-2600 • www.PlymouthHarbor.org

A Not-For-Profit Continuing Care Retirement Community (CCRC)   / OIR #88039  

C E L E B R A T I N G  5 0  Y E A R S  O F  S P E C T A C U L A R  V I E W S

       nce you see Plymouth Harbor and meet  
the people who call it home, you will change 
the way you think about your future. 

You will meet  active, vibrant, independent-minded 
people – who share a love of boating, a passion for 
helping others, and a natural spirit of friendship. 

With the proximity to downtown Sarasota, 
you can just as comfortably enjoy a night out 
on the town as you can stay in and entertain 
friends. You will love the beautiful setting that 
looks like a first-class resort, but feels just  
like home. And there is always plenty to do.

Start your day with a workout in the fitness center, a 
soothing Tai Chi class, or a dip in the pool. Maybe 
you prefer the creative outlet of our woodworking 
shop or art studio. Join in on a game of bocce or 
a sit in on an educational lecture. There is so much 
to choose from, the possibilities are endless. And 
it is not just a possibility, but everyday life here at 
Plymouth Harbor. Enjoy a rich myriad of activities 
surrounded by spectacular views of Sarasota Bay. 

Come see for yourself – and get a new perspective 
on retirement living. Call us today for a tour of our 
award-winning campus, luxury accommodations 
and amenities.

O
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Full Service Hair Salon including Cuts, Highlights, Balayage, Keratin 
Treatments, Brazilian Blowouts & More  Eyelash Extensions  Facials  
Microdermabrasion  Micro Peels  Blow Bar  Massage (Advanced 
Massage Therapies and Cupping)  Teeth Whitening  Dead Sea 
Wraps  Waxing  Infrared Wraps  Mani-Pedi Spa Parties
Princess Parties  Corporate Parties

60+

UTC MM39300, LWR MM38522

youIT’S ALL 
ABOUT

HAPPINESS IS A GOOD HAIR DAY.
FIND THAT JOY BY BOOKING AN APPOINTMENT WITH ONE OF OUR STYLISTS AT OUR 

BLOW-OUT BAR AND REFRESH THOSE LOCKS.

BOOK YOUR NEXT SPA DAY NOW!
SiriusDaySpa.com

GIFT CARDS 
AVAILABLE

UTC
8512 COOPER CREEK BLVD.
UNIVERSITY PARK, FL

LAKEWOOD RANCH
11585 E STATE RD 70
LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL

Sirius Day Spa continues to excel in quality and safety measures. We continue to make it all about you 
and implemented additional protocols for your safety, wellness and of course...luxury.

32
01
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SERVICES INCLUDING:

Dr. Tamarra Geno, Acupuncture Physician

REDEFINING THE SPA EXPERIENCE
Now Offering Acupuncture, B12 and Homeopathic Injections, and 
Award Winning Permanent Makeup

CALL/TEXT 941.357.4611 TO SCHEDULE
Inquire today about our wellness program options
with no fees or long term contracts.
www.SiriusDaySpas.com

ANY SINGLE 
SERVICE

%
OFF

first time guests only

Somner® PowerView® 

33
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iD INSPIRED D R A P E S® 

Window Treatments • Shutters • Custom Draperies 
Smart Motorized Shades • Blinds • Bedspreads 

i I 
HunterDouglas 0 

NORMAN"' 
S H U T T E R S

FREE 90 Min. In-Home Consultation 
941-342-0900

Showroom: The Square at UTC-Home Depot Shopping Center 
5405 University Pkwy, Sarasota 

Open Mon - Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3 • Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 

'500 011 
Any window treatment order of $3995 

or more or $120 off any window 
treatment order of $995 or more. 

May not be combined with any other offer. 
Offer good at time of initial estimate only. 

Each franchise individually owned and operated. 

Window Treatments • Shutters • Custom Draperies 
Smart Motorized Shades • Blinds • Bedspreads

NORMAN"' 
S H U T T E R S

FREE 90 Min. In-Home Consultation 
941-342-0900

Showroom: The Square at UTC - Home Depot Shopping Cntr
5405 University Pkwy, University Pk 

Next To Keke’s and Oak & Stone 
Open M-F 9-5 • Family Owned & Operated Since 1994

Parrish | Ellenton | Palmetto: 10437 Gibsonton Dr, Riverview 813-445-7121

--= 

iD INSPIRED D R A P E S® 

Window Treatments • Shutters • Custom Draperies 
Smart Motorized Shades • Blinds • Bedspreads 

i I 
HunterDouglas 0 

NORMAN"' 
S H U T T E R S

FREE 90 Min. In-Home Consultation 
941-342-0900

Showroom: The Square at UTC-Home Depot Shopping Center 
5405 University Pkwy, Sarasota 

Open Mon - Fri 9-5 • Sat 10-3 • Family Owned & Operated Since 1994 

'500 011 
Any window treatment order of $3995 

or more or $120 off any window 
treatment order of $995 or more. 

May not be combined with any other offer. 
Offer good at time of initial estimate only. 

Each franchise individually owned and operated. 
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Skin 
First.

Before stepping outside, think skin first. 

Before hopping on a bike. Before you 

scrunch your toes in the sand. Before 

stepping on the course. Because thinking 

skin first means a lifetime of better health. 

At Arsenault Dermatology, we’ll work with 

you to personalize a skin care plan that fits 

your lifestyle.

M A K E  A N  A P P O I N T M E N T 

 T O D AY  A N D  W E ’ L L  TA L K 

 S K I N  F I R S T. 

arsenaultdermatology.com

P. 941.907.0222

31
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First Watch toasts to its 
growth with a new offering. 
PAGE 28

BUZZ
NEWS, HAPPENINGS AND PEOPLE 
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FOR STARTERS

In 2023, a new $130 million aquarium 
for all kinds of marine animals is slated 
to land on the shores at Nathan Bend-
erson Park. 

Mote Marine Laboratory and Aquar-
ium recently announced its Science 
Education Aquarium (SEA — get it?) 
is preparing to break ground on the 
110,000-square-foot project in Septem-
ber. The aquarium will include a four-
story structure that will contain more 

When East County’s new library is com-
pleted next year, residents can expect a 
lot more than just a place to find books. 

Over the summer, Manatee County 
announced it is 30% through the de-
sign phase of the new library, which 
will be on 2 acres north of the Premier 
Sports campus.

Those designs include a café with 
a volunteer bookstore, multipurpose 
space that can accommodate up to 80 

Remember Where in the World is Car-
men Sandiego? Well, replace the world 
with Lakewood Ranch, and Carmen 
with a few adorable pups, and you have 
“Find Finny,” a new video series to help 
you get acquainted with all things LWR. 

The videos, posted every month on 
the Lakewood Ranch Community Ac-
tivities’ Facebook page, follow three 
canine bachelor buds — Finnegan, 
Moose and Riley — as they sniff and 
pant their way through local locales.

In their debut, the pooch pals head 
to Lakewood Ranch Main Street 
where they enjoy some pampering, a 
little mini golf and home shopping at 
the Information Center. 

It’s a mystery where the pups will pop 
up next (after all, now that they’re famous 
they must avoid the pup-arazzi), but clues 
posted to the Facebook page give careful 
viewers the head’s up. New episodes air 
monthly on Fridays, so stay tuned.1

2

3

HERE, FISHY FISHY…

THE NEXT CHAPTER

IT’S A DOG’S LIFE

than 1 million gallons of water for sea 
critters’ habitat. 

Although funding from Sarasota 
County, which plans to sell Mote the 
12 acres of land for the project for $100, 
remains just a pledge, the organization 
has raised $75 million and is moving 
forward. Or, in the words of CEO Mi-
chael Crosby: “Hell yes, … we’re going 
to do this.”

When completed, Mote estimates 
the aquarium will attract more than 
700,000 visitors a year.

people, a youth area that will feature 
children’s performance space, a secure 
outdoor children’s play area and plenty 

of nooks to settle in and enjoy your lat-
est find.

In a nod to creating community 
space for gatherings, the library will 
also have a shush-free partially cov-
ered rooftop terrace with views of the 
area. Even cooler? The design includes 
a treehouse-style staircase to get there 
(there’s also an elevator). 

The county solicited feedback from 
residents on the plans this summer and 
now it will move forward solidifying the 
design of the spaces and features. 

BY LWR LIFE STAFF

Courtesy Images

Pre-School, Elementary and Middle School

St. Martha Catholic School

St. Martha Catholic School creates an environment that encourages 

problem solving, collaboration, student-led inquiry and hands-on 

projects. Our Catholic faith is woven through all subjects and grade 

levels, promoting a culture of innovation and ethical action.

DISCOVER A STREAM OF  
REASONS FOR CATHOLIC EDUCATION

SCHEDULE A PRIVATE TOUR
(941) 552.3577 
4380 Fruitville Road  Sarasota, FL 34232
www.stmarthaschool.net

Strength in Faith • Excellence in Knowledge • Character in Service

Mrs. Maria Smith 
Admissions Director

31
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1734 South Tamiami Trail
Venice, FL 34293
941.493.7441

4551 N. Washington Blvd.
Sarasota, FL 34234
941.355.8437

2510 1st Street
West Bradenton, FL 34208
941.748.4679

SHOWROOMS ARE OPEN |  $500 OFF  limited time, select flooring
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Better with Bacon
Breakfast and brunch is a tasty, and big, business. A national leader in the industry has 

called the region home for nearly 35 years — and now it’s growing at a rapid-fire rate.

I
n national restaurant circles, First 
Watch is a rock star. The latest ac-
colade: Nation’s Restaurant News 
named the company — credited 
with popularizing the concept 

of being open only for breakfast and 
lunch — the second-fastest growing 
restaurant chain nationwide, ranked 
by sales growth. The top 10 includes 
Chick-fil-A, Tropical Smoothie Café 
and the No. 1 chain, Shake Shack. First 
Watch grew sales 48.55% in 2019, from 
$354 million in 2018 to $525.8 million.

More praise: In a survey from em-
ployee engagement company Glass-
door, First Watch made the top 10 
among all brands nationally in three 
categories: percentage of employees 
who would recommend their job to a 
friend, percentage of employees with 
a positive business outlook and CEO 
approval ratings.

Yet First Watch, on a corporate 
level at least, is often anonymous in 
its hometown — east Manatee County. 

Now in a headquarters in a Univer-
sity Park office complex, off Cooper 
Creek Boulevard, First Watch was 
previously located in an office in a 
Lakewood Ranch corporate park. It’s 
been based in the area since 1986, soon 
after co-founders Ken Pendery and 
John Sullivan opened the first First 
Watch, in California, in 1983. Some 
150 people work in the corporate office, 

Continued on Page 30

BY MARK GORDON | CONTRIBUTOR

Mark Wemple

Chris Tomasso was named First Watch CEO in early 2018 and has been an executive with the company since 2006.

BY THE NUMBERS
First Watch Restaurants

Year	 Revenue	 Growth
2016	 $243 million	 —
2017	 $288 million	 18.5%
2018	 $354 million	 22.9%
2019	 $525.8 million	 48.5%

329340-1
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lending support to the company’s 395 
First Watch locations spread through 
nearly 30 states. 

“I meet people around here all the 
time who have no idea how big we are 
or that we even have our headquarters 
here,” says First Watch President and 
CEO Chris Tomasso, a Sarasota native 
who has been with the company since 
2006. That’s not necessarily a bad 
thing, Tomasso adds, given the com-
pany’s ethos aren’t flashy but instead 
based on the golden rule principle and 
the motto “You first.”

First Watch is on the cusp of getting 
more local notoriety with a new head-
quarters project. Under construction 
now behind its current space, the com-
pany’s new home office is planned as 
a two-story, 39,000-square-foot com-
plex. It will include a workout center 
with locker rooms, a test kitchen and 
classroom facilities for the company’s 
management center. The company, To-
masso says, is planning to move into it 
at the end of the year, and the entire 
project “further entrenches us in the 
market here.”

Company officials also say the proj-
ect will lead to at least 85 new jobs, 
with an expected average annual sal-
ary of $82,000. Manatee County com-
missioners, in return for the jobs, ap-
proved a performance-based package 
of incentives and impact fee reductions 
for First Watch worth about $390,000. 
The value of having a national brand 
with a corporate headquarters in town 
is high, Bradenton Area Economic 
Development Corp. CEO Sharon Hill-
strom says, and comes with a lot of 
intangibles. “When you land or have 
a headquarters, that’s like the golden 
egg,” Hillstrom says. “They could go 
anywhere they want, but they chose to 
stay here. That really helps our cause 
as a business destination.” 

TOAST TO GROWTH 
First Watch grew into its industry 
leadership role slowly at first and then, 
over the past decade, like a comet. 
When Tomasso joined the company 14 
years ago, after marketing stints at the 
Hard Rock Café and Cracker Barrel, it 
had 60 restaurants in nine states and 
$60 million a year in sales. It took 20 
years to get to that level. Since then, 
fueled by investments from private 
equity firms that led to acquisitions, 

Continued from Page 28

First Watch has grown its restaurant 
count more than fivefold.

The recipe behind First Watch’s 
sustained success, executives say, in-
cludes two separate but equally impor-
tant ingredients: a menu that changes 
to adapt to and stay ahead of trends 
and an entrepreneurial culture where 
employees, particularly store manag-
ers, are trusted to make decisions. 

On food and drinks, a big change 
took place in June, when First Watch 
debuted alcohol, from traditional mi-
mosas to a Million Dollar Bloody Mary. 
The latter includes gluten-free vodka, 
house-made bloody mary mix and a 
strip of First Watch’s Million Dollar 
Bacon. In recent years, First Watch 
has also added recently popularized 
items to the menu, such as quinoa 
power bowls and avocado toast, while 
keeping traditional favorites, such as 
pancakes and omelets. 

On culture, meanwhile, the turbu-
lent spring and summer has been a 
time for First Watch to shine in the face 

of some difficult coronavirus pandemic 
challenges. The pandemic, including a 
temporary closure of its 309 nonfran-
chised locations, was a rough patch, 
but the company took a forward-think-
ing approach on other issues. Notably, 
on social media, it supported the Black 
Lives Matter movement with multiple 
posts, including one on Facebook that 
had more than 700 combined com-
ments and shares. Yet beyond buzz, 
Tomasso says it was just as important 
to him that First Watch’s employees, 
more than 8,000 people, know the 
company supports them.

“You want your employees to be 
proud of the company they work for,” 
he says. “A lot of the positions we are 
taking have to do with being a good 
person — it’s really hard to argue with 
the ideas of equality and diversity.

“One of the things we’ve been saying 
around here is we have to get comfort-
able with being uncomfortable. That 
allows us to see and hear places where 
we can improve.”

GOOD  
COMPANY 
Three com-
panies in the 
Lakewood 
Ranch area 
have annual 
revenue of 
more than 
$500 million, 
with First 
Watch, at 
$525.8 mil-
lion in 2019, 
the latest 
to join the 
club. The 
others are 
FCCI Insur-
ance Group, 
which had 
$930.16 mil-
lion in 2109 
revenue, 
and Roper 
Technolo-
gies, a pub-
licly traded 
software and 
engineering 
conglomer-
ate with 
$5.37 billion 
in revenue 
last year. 

Courtesy rendering

First Watch is 
expected to move into 
its new headquarters, 
visible from Interstate 
75 between State 
Road 70 and Univer-
sity Parkway, at the 
end of 2020. 

Courtesy photo

First Watch introduced some alcoholic drinks in June at some Sarasota-area locations.

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENTS!
LAKEWOOD RANCH | 6277 LAKE OSPREY DRIVE | 941.359.BTOX (2869)
SARASOTA | 6118 S TAMIAMI TRAIL | 941.360.BTOX (2869)
MON, TUES, THURS, FRI 10-5 | WED, SAT 10-4

www.bowtiquemedspa.com
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Includes: 
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BEAUTY SALE

Skin treatment that exfoliates, 
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The world’s first FDA-cleared 
Microneedling device that stimulates 

new collagen growth.
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starting at
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When you 
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Photos by Ryan Kohn

MVP Sports and Social Co-Founder Chris McComas putts at Esplanade at Azario Lakewood Ranch. The golf league is among MVP’s new offerings.

Play On
After going virtual during the 

pandemic, MVP Sports seeks out 

new — and safe — opportunities 

to get people engaging in 

activities in-person again.

BY RYAN KOHN | CONTRIBUTOR

Chris McComas mishits his 
second shot on the No. 2 hole 
at Esplanade at Azario Lake-
wood Ranch’s golf course.

“Ah, come on,” McComas says. It’s 
July 17, and he’s talking through the 
neck gaiter he’s using as a mask. “The 
pressure got to me. I was having my 
picture taken.”

His excuse does not go over well 
with the rest of his foursome, who 
simply laugh and tell him to do bet-
ter. He does: McComas finishes the 
hole in five strokes. Then it’s off to 
the next. For McComas, co-founder of 
MVP Sports and Social, a recreational 
sports league that serves Lakewood 
Ranch and its surrounding area, this 
is the beauty of being outside. There’s 

nothing like getting checked by your 
friends in person. 

MVP is back hosting outside leagues 
after taking a three-month break. Mc-
Comas says the decision to transition 
back from MVP’s “Quarantine Cup” — 
a series of online trivia contests and 
other games the league played in the 
early days of the pandemic — to out-
door leagues was not simple to make. 

“We knew it would happen eventu-
ally,” McComas says. “We knew that 
Florida was going to open back up 
and that there was going to be de-
mand from people to get back playing 
outside, even though COVID-19 is not 
gone. For us, it was about balancing 

Continued on Page 34

VISIT OUR NEWLY  EXPANDED SHOWROOM 
Sarasota:  7606 S. Tamiami Tr. Ste. 101 

(1/2 mi. South of Clark Rd. on 41)
941-217-6547

MON-SAT 10AM - 6PM, SUN 12-5PM
PRIVATE SHOWROOM APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

339067-1

WWW.ELEGANTOUTDOORS.COM FOLLOW US

We are your neighborhood source for everything 
outdoors, just ask your neighbor. 

“Highly recommended!  Ross and Shelly, the husband 

and wife team that run the store, are knowledgeable, 

helpful, friendly and caring.  They listened to what 

my husband and I said we were looking for, and then 

showed us pieces that were exactly what we wanted.  

The furniture is all top quality construction and top 

grade fabrics, including sunbrella.” 

 - EOL Sarasota Customer

SARASOTA • BONITA SPRINGS • NAPLES
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those two sides. Our biggest goal with 
the reopening was putting measures 
in place to keep people healthy while 
still playing.”

McComas says MVP knew it couldn’t 
go completely back to normal. The or-
ganization’s biggest leagues in terms 
of players, kickball and softball, were a 
no-go. There were too many people on 
the field at once, McComas says, and 
no practical way of keeping them safe-
ly distanced. MVP ultimately decided 
to open registration for four leagues: a 
cornhole league hosted at the Sarasota 
Polo Club, a disc golf league hosted at 
Bob Gardner Park, a four-versus-four 
sand volleyball league at Caddy’s Bra-
denton/Tom Bennett Park and a golf 
league played at Esplanade at Azario 
Lakewood Ranch. The golf league was 
the first of its kind attempted by MVP 
Sports. McComas says it came togeth-
er in five days thanks to the coopera-
tion of Lakewood Ranch Communities 
and the Esplanade at Azario Lakewood 
Ranch golf crew, who helped them find 
the resources and the location to host 
such a league. 

In fact, McComas says the other 
three leagues also came together in 
less than a week. That flexibility to 
adjust to customers’ wants and needs 
is something that makes him proud, 
he says. 

MVP’s customers give the love 
right back. Check the comments on 
any post from MVP’s Facebook page 
— the organization’s main distributor 
for league news and notes — and you 
will see a community rallying together. 
During that July 17 golf match, Kevin 
Mueller sank a hole-in-one on the No. 
8 hole. The league posted as much, 
with a photo of Mueller posing next 
to the hole. Within a day, seven people 
had posted their congratulations, Mc-
Comas among them. Another post, 
featuring a photo of the four-versus-
four volleyball league, was captioned, 
“Volleyball and friendships, the win-
ning combo!” It received 33 reactions. 
McComas says this camaraderie and 
MVP’s focus on the social aspect as 
much as the sports aspect is what 
makes the league special. 

MVP has also had an impact on 
the mental health of its participants, 
something McComas takes seriously. 
It was an impetus for the league start-
ing the Quarantine Cup and something 

Continued from Page 32

McComas did not want to abandon as 
it transitioned outside again. McCo-
mas says the organization never set 
out to be a mental health salve, but 
after listening to countless customers 
tell them how much the leagues help 
them feel connected, it became a focus 
of the company. 

“Companionship and friendship can 
be great for your mental health,” Mc-
Comas says. “We know that not feeling 
welcomed or wanted can be a slippery 
slope of depression. Being around peo-
ple will make you happier, even if you 
don’t realize it. Getting involved with 
a community is one of the greatest 
things you can do for yourself.” 

All four leagues were full within 24 
hours of registration being posted. 
Despite their popularity, McComas 

says there are no plans to add more 
leagues for the foreseeable future. The 
ones currently running are the ones 
he feels they can run safely, he says. 
McComas says people are welcome to 
reach out with ideas, though. He loves 
hearing feedback and says he can work 
with people to find the right league for 
them or perhaps create one if the right 
league doesn’t yet exist. 

Right now, though, he’s happy with 
what he has. 

“I think these leagues have sur-
passed all our expectations,” McCo-
mas says. “People are excited to get 
back to normal. You know, the Quaran-
tine Cup did a great job of connecting 
people when that was the only option, 
but it is nice to get to see people in per-
son again, even from a distance.”

MVP Sports and Social co-Founder Chris McComas believes people have benefited from being able to see and talk with other people 
outside, even from a distance. 

Our biggest goal with the reopening was putting measures 
in place to keep people healthy while still playing.
CHRIS MCCOMAS, MVP SPORTS AND SOCIAL CO-FOUNDER
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DID YOU HAVE 

COVID-19?
WE NEED YOUR ANTIBODIES NOW!

• Convalecent plasma is the number one COVID-19
treatment recommended by physicians.

• Without you SunCoast Blood Centers can’t provide
this treatment to our local hospitals.

• All successful blood and platelets donations will be
screened for COVID-19 antibodies to find potential
convalescent plasma donors until August 31st.

• Call 941-993-8119 to schedule your convalescent
plasma donation.

SunCoast Blood Centers is the newest
member of the Lakewood Ranch community. 
This state of the art facility features a new donor 
center designed to create a comfortable, 
convenient and pleasant donation experience 
including a Starbucks coffee bar and iPads. 

1-866-97-BLOOD | suncoastblood.org | Follow us @suncoastbloodfl
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Matching You & Your Home to 
YOUR LIFESTYLE

With so many beautiful neighborhoods in Lakewood Ranch, the choice of selecting a new home can be difficult. 
Whether you are seeking an active community with amenities such as golf, tennis or desire a tranquil retreat, Donna 
can help you make the correct choice!

Donna is a Lakewood Ranch resident with over 20 years of experience as a Certified Luxury Home Specialist. When 
she lists properties, her staging experience will  get your house ready to show like a model and sell in record time!

Donna was the 2019 #1 Agent for Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Florida Realty in the Lakewood Ranch office.  
Her integrity, dedication, experience and proven results make her the clear choice!

8319 Market Street
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
Cell 941-518-7950
donnawrobel@bhhsfloridarealty.net
www.donnasellssarasota.com

CONTACT

Donna
Wrobel
Realtor
BERKSHIRE 
HATHAWAY
HomeServices Florida Realty

Lakewood Ranch artist proves passion 
can spring from pain. PAGE 38

PULSE
THE HEART OF THE COMMUNITY
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class act

Artist 
of Note
Lakewood Ranch painter 

lets smooth blues and jazz 

inspire his abstract work.

Reggie, the yellow Labrador, 
was seemingly stuck  under 
a glass coffee table at the 
Lakewood Ranch home of El-

liot DeBear.
Or perhaps the dog, who was peering 

upward through the glass, just wanted 
a different view of his surroundings, 
which are populated by DeBear’s many 
abstract paintings. DeBear looks down 
unconcerned.

Reggie will find a way out, just like 
DeBear has. 

During the past three years, Reggie 
has seen DeBear embrace a new pas-
sion with painting, move to a new home 
in Lakewood Ranch, start a relation-
ship and adapt to the loss of his left leg. 

That last one doesn’t get discussed 
much on DeBear’s turf because he isn’t 
about to be defined as the man with 

one leg.
Then again, it’s hard not to notice 

as DeBear, 70, moves around his home 
dressed in a tropical-themed shirt and 
shorts, looking a lot like Jimmy Buf-
fett with a paintbrush. His full head of 
silver hair presents that distinguished 
look and hints that buried underneath 
this newly formed beach dude is a for-
mer New York advertising executive, 
which he was until he moved to Florida 
four years ago.

In 2017, DeBear developed a compli-
cation from peripheral artery disease, 
which is plaque building up in the ar-
teries and interfering with blood being 
transported to the limbs. A year later, 
he had undergone several surgeries, 
and doctors told him he needed to de-

Continued on Page 40

Photos by Jay Heater

Elliot DeBear says 
he always liked art 
but didn’t pursue 
it until 2018, when 
he could no longer 
play golf after a leg 
amputation.

BY JAY HEATER | CONTRIBUTOR

CAREwe
because we about you.

for you

941.953.9080  •  LernerCohen.com
1921 Waldemere Street, Suite 814 

Sarasota, FL 34239

Dr. Brad S. Lerner  |  Dr. Louis M. Cohen  
Dr. James R. Cocco  |  Dr. Amy M. Roth

The Doctor Is In. Always.™

We believe your doctor should get to know you personally, 

have the flexibility to see you at any time, and commit  

to delivering benefit-oriented care and advice tailored  

to your unique needs. 

Discover how LernerCohen puts the CARE in Healthcare.  

Schedule a meet and greet to see if concierge care  

is right for you.

32
68

72
-1



40    LWR LIFE LWR LIFE    41

broke his paint brush. But Davis con-
tinued with his smooth sound in the 
background, so DeBear  did too. He 
painted most of his “Miles Davis” af-
ter throwing away the broken brush 
and using the stump of wood to spread 
the paint. The work remains one of his 
personal favorites.

In April 2018, he was invited to ex-
hibit his work at the West Palm Beach 
Open Show, and things grew from 
there. His art has been accepted into 
11 art shows, including The Big Show 
National Juried Exhibition at Art Cen-
ter Sarasota, which was held in July 
and August.

And it was at Art Center Sarasota 
that he was reunited with his current 
partner, Pat Culbertson, whom he had 
attended junior high with in Livings-
ton, N.J. After seeing his painting in 
Sarasota, Culbertson looked him up, 
and they have reconnected over the 
past year.

“We just jell with our life philoso-
phies, the things we have in common,” 
she says. “He is a loving, wonderful man 
who is very kind. I’ve never seen him 
annoyed, except with his physical pain. 
Art has been a great outlet for him.”

Culbertson, a retired art teacher 
who now is creating her own niche in 
stone sculpture, said she’ll provide the 
occasional critique to DeBear, who ac-
cepts them graciously, but she tries not 
to interrupt his own creativity.

“People who are formally trained 
can get into a rut because they know 
too much, and they overthink things,” 

she says. “There is a creativity about 
the way he pushes things. … He has no 
fear at all. None.”

In this next chapter of his life, defin-
ing what he does isn’t important to De-
Bear. It also isn’t important to him that 
critics find his work exciting or that he 
even sells any of his paintings. For him, 
this chapter is about the creation and 
the enjoyment it brings. 

“I never paint to make other people 
happy,” he says. “Everyone has differ-
ent experiences, different tastes, differ-
ent motivations. I don’t know if it is even 
possible to paint what people like. I look 
at it more like, ‘Does it make me happy?’

“It has been an avenue to reestab-
lish myself. It has given me purpose, 
something to work on.”
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cide whether they should amputate. 
He said yes, so he could get on with 
his life.

That decision led to some changes, 
and being an avid golfer, he realized 
a major one immediately.

“I couldn’t play, and I was a single 
handicap golfer,” he says. “I had to find 
something else to do.”

So DeBear walked into a Michaels 
art supply store in 2018 and started 
buying brushes and paint. He had al-
ways liked art but never had the urge 
to chase it. In his new art world, he 
understood mobility wasn’t going to be 
an issue, so he took his materials, went 
home and started to experiment with 
styles, shapes and colors.

Living in Sarasota at the time, he 
also felt he needed a new environment 
as he ventured into artistic places un-
known.

“I looked at Reggie, and we jumped 
in the car and drove around until we 
found this place,” he says of his new 
home at Esplanade at Lakewood 
Ranch. “It was time for a change.”

His first painting after coming home 
from the Michaels store didn’t click so 
well. He painted what he calls a wild 
landscape.

“It was not good — it was too thick, 
too exaggerated,” he said. “It was too 
much of everything. I learned less is 
more.”

He continued to paint everything 
from flowers to sunsets before mov-
ing into abstract painting, which he de-
scribes as learning how to use negative 
space while creating motion over it. 

A key ingredient to finding that mo-
tion? Music.

Now, a day doesn’t pass without 
the sounds of musical artists, such as 
Dizzy Gillespie, Miles Davis or Spyro 
Gyra, filling DeBear’s space. When it 
comes to art, it influences his mood, 
his movement and his flow.

He began to name his paintings after 
his favorite musicians.

He’s got a “Dizzy Gillespie,” a “Miles 
Davis” and a “Sonny Landreth” paint-
ing inspired by Mojo Boogie.

“The music gets my juices going,” he 
says. “I don’t know what you call it, but 
it’s emotion, moving stuff around.”

He talks about Miles Davis’ genius in 
producing fusion music, or the combi-
nation of different styles. He had Davis 
playing while painting one day, and he 

Continued from Page 38

Clockwise, from top: 
Elliot DeBear began 
painting in 2018 
by experimenting 
with styles, shapes 
and colors. DeBear 
with his partner, Pat 
Culbertson. Reggie, 
DeBear’s yellow 
Labrador, stares up at 
him through a glass 
coffee table. DeBear 
uses music as inspira-
tion for his paintings, 
this one named “Dizzy 
Gillespie” for the jazz 
bandleader. PLUMBING • AIR CONDITIONING • ELECTRICAL • WATER TREATMENT

The Home Service Pros Who Care
Lic # cAc1816020 • PLbg cFc1428223 • ELEc Ec13009313

SEE HOW MUCH YOU CAN SAVE! CALL OR VISIT | www.AquaPlumbingSarasota.com

941.866.6210
CALL NOW!

Offers valid through 9/30/2020.

THE AREA’S MOST 
TRUSTED NAME
SINCE 1974

EMERGENCY SERVICES AVAILABLE 24/7
PLUMBING • AIR CONDITIONING • ELECTRICAL • WATER TREATMENT

Our service technicians will provide quick, CLEAN service.
Our Techs:  • wear MASKS • wear GLOVES • wear BOOTIES

• SANITIZE WORK SPACE BEFORE AND AFTER SERVICE

Physicians advise that during times of illness, we all should be

DRINKING MORE WATER!
Unfortunately, finding bottled water is no easy task!

We can provide your family
with the purest water available

RIGHT AT 
YOUR KITCHEN SINK!

RO Systems install QUICKLY 
with minimum servicing.

For a Limited time 
our Drinking Systems are 
$100 OFF

Call today for a
FREE QUOTE

941-866-6210



42    LWR LIFE LWR LIFE    4342    LWR LIFE

charity snapshot

Bridling the Challenge
SMART’s new executive 

director took the  

reins with a clear plan 

for the organization. 

Then the pandemic hit.

BY RANDI DONAHUE | CONTRIBUTOR

An interaction with a tena-
cious and cheery Rebecca 
Blitz makes it abundantly 
clear how she has quickly 

risen to leadership positions with sev-
eral nonprofits in the area throughout 
the past decade, including the local 
chapter of the Make-A-Wish Founda-
tion and The Haven. 

Her latest role, however, combines 
her knack for fundraising with a life-
long passion for horses. Blitz became 

the executive director of the Saraso-
ta-Manatee Association for Riding 
Therapy on April 1. The next day, the 
organization, which offers therapeu-
tic riding programs for children with 
special needs and veterans, among 
others, shut down programming due 
to COVID-19. 

Despite what could have been a cata-
strophic hurdle for Blitz, she strapped 

Continued on Page 44

Photos by Randi Donahue

Rebecca Blitz, who became SMART’s executive director in April, says restricted funding is currently one of the nonprofit’s biggest challenges.

Premier Coastal-Inspired Living
DREAM HOMES, LIFESTYLE & LOCATION – INCLUDED

FROM THE $300s TO $700s

DiVosta Quality Offers Piece of Mind. Every DiVosta home and community is designed to provide you the easy-going, elegant lifestyle 
you’ve earned, located exactly where you want to be in South Florida and surrounded by resort-style amenities. We have built our well-known 
reputation with over 70 years of building exceptional homes, and always strive to exceed your expectations. Discover the ability to beautifully 
personalize your new home with your own design choices. We’ve made it easy to shop for, build, and finance the home and lifestyle you’ve 
been dreaming of. 

Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photograph is for illustrative 
purposes only, is not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, and depicts model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. This material shall 
not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales associate for details. ©2020 Pulte Home Company, LLC. All rights reserved. CBC057850. 8/7/20

Mallory Park at 
Lakewood Ranch

941-213-8512
  DiVosta.com/MalloryPark

Gated, Natural Gas Community Nestled 
Around 36 Acres of Lakes & Wetlands

Townhomes from the  upper $200s & 
Single Family from the $300s

Exceptional Location – Walking Distance to 
B.D. Gullet Elementary, Mona Jain Middle,

 & Bob Gardner Park
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From E. State Road 70, travel North on Lakewood Ranch Blvd. for approximately 3 miles. 
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into the SMART saddle and corralled 
her team of volunteers to continue 
the work. Since taking the role, she’s 
been busy cleaning and updating fa-
cilities, caring for the horses that live 
on the 23-acre facility and dreaming 
up unique fundraising opportunities 
to expand programming. We spoke to 
Blitz about her transition and what she 
sees ahead.

How did you get into nonprofit work? 
I had a great group of individuals that 
mentored me and took me under their 
reins and taught me. But, you know, 
it was really Jaymie Klauber who got 
me into development. After that I just 
didn’t have a choice. I never went back. 
Fundraising just happened organically 
for me, if you will.

Where does your love of horses come 
from? 
I have had one since I was in kinder-
garten, so it’s my passion. There is this 
connection between horses and me. 
When we moved to Colorado, my par-
ents (both Air Force veterans) sold my 
horse, and it was the worst day of my 
life. Then after we moved to Colorado, 
I got back into horses. When I trans-
ferred to Kansas State University, one 
of my electives was horseback riding.

How did you discover SMART?
I went out to volunteer with my 
daughter because she really, really 
loves horses — I think it’s in her DNA 
or something. I absolutely loved ev-
erything this organization stands for. 
During the tour, they told me all the 
nonprofits they worked with and part-
nered with, and something happened 
in me. I was like, “Whoa, you mean 
to tell me all the nonprofits I am pas-
sionate about, you’re already working 
with?” I can’t describe it, but when I 
put my feet down on the ground, it’s 
just a really great place. The energy, 
the people, the volunteers — we are 
completely volunteer-driven, and it is 
a powerhouse of amazing individuals 
that just want to give back.

What drew you to this job?
There are so many great nonprofits in 
Sarasota, and I want to work with all 
of them. SMART gives me a chance 
to do that. For example, we work with 
sex-trafficking victims. And we work 

with military groups through a pro-
gram called Warriors in Transition. 
They come from the VA hospital in 
St. Petersburg, and they are dealing 
with [post-traumatic stress disorder]. 
Some of them have struggles like hav-
ing lost a limb or being wheelchair-
bound, and this is a place where they 
can be themselves. And we work with 
the Mark Wandall Foundation for chil-
dren dealing with the loss of a sibling 
or parent. We don’t ride with them, but 
it’s more emotional support, and each 
child is partnered with a horse. There 
is a connection that a horse has, and 
it just brings out the best in you. You 
may come out sad, but you leave feel-
ing happier.

What challenges do you face? 
SMART has been around a long time, 
but it somehow got lost along the way. 
We are just trying to bring it back to 
where it needs to be and also actively 
take it to a new level with new pro-
grams. We can do so much out here. 
But right now, I am just trying to get 
funds in to feed our horses. We’ve had 
to cut back on things and had to review 
everything — our electric bills, our wa-
ter bills, our phone bills — to know how 
we are doing; we are asking what can 
we cut and what can we change.

How do you fundraise during a 
pandemic?
As a whole, people are still passionate 
about giving, but it’s also a struggle be-
cause you don’t know what the future 
holds. People have lost their jobs, and 
we’ve been very respectful of that. I am 
trying to work my way in these chal-
lenging times. These are uncharted 
waters. And because of COVID-19, I 
can’t have an event. Even though we 
follow the CDC guidelines and make 
sure that everything stays clean, and 
we stay at our social distance, I don’t 
want to have an event and put anybody 
in harm’s way. I am planning a virtual 
fundraiser … I am also looking at more 
virtual programs like sponsoring a 
horse. People could pick a horse and 
give $20 a month, $50 or even $100, 
just to help out.

What do you think nonprofits need 
most right now?
For nonprofits across the board, I 
think it would be unrestricted funds. 
Things pop up. Like for me, all of a sud-
den, I have a fence that a horse went 

through, and I need to fix it, or our AC 
units are down — we have to fix it. And 
when you have restricted funds, you’re 
stuck. You can’t move the funds with-
out having to contact the foundation. 
Everybody has to find what is impor-
tant in their world. For some people, 
it’s animals; others, it’s feeding the 
hungry. Find what you are passion-
ate about, and give to them because 
in these challenging times, they are so 
grateful, and it’s so needed because we 
can’t have events and talk about why 
we what we do is good and important.

So what’s ahead for SMART?
I’d like to create awareness about 
the wonderful things we do and the 
programs we offer. Our logo just says 
SMART, and many people thought it 
was a literacy program. I’d like to cre-
ate more programs, help more people 
and raise more funds. Many of my 
friends are CEOs of nonprofits, and we 
can start working together and part-
nering and helping each other out — 
especially in these times.

Continued from Page 42

Raising funds to feed and care for SMART’s horses remains a challenge 
for new Executive Director Rebecca Blitz.
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DESIGNING THE BEST, REPAIRING THE REST

Custom Designs  | Exceptional Selection  | Jewelry Repair 

Lakewood Main Street | 941.373.6311 | Vanessafinejewelry.com
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SEPTEMBER
SEPT. 1-30
GRAN FONDO VIRTUAL  
BIKE-A-THON
Team Tony’s former two-day race has 
been reconfigured into a virtual bike-
a-thon event for which participants 
can bicycle in any format — on the 
road, Zwift or Peloton, for example — 
and log miles from Sept. 1-30 to raise 
funds and fight cancer.
n Visit TeamTony.org/ 
gran-fondo-sarasota.

SEPT. 10
LWR 101: NEW RESIDENT  
ORIENTATION
This event introduces you to Lake-
wood Ranch’s history, clubs, gover-
nance and other features of the com-
munity. It will be held virtually from 

6-7:30 p.m. Also takes place Nov. 12.
n Visit myLWR.com.

SEPT. 12
SUP & RUN 5K
Participants can run, paddleboard or 
do both during this unique 5K event at 
Nathan Benderson Park, 5851 Nathan 
Benderson Circle, Sarasota. Races 
start at 8 a.m.
n Visit SUPAndRun.com.

SEPT. 12
TREAT YOURSELF LIKE  
A QUEEN WOMEN EXPO
This health expo by Simply Events will 
be held from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at The 
Mall at University Town Center, 140 
University Town Center Drive, Saraso-
ta. This event is for women of all ages 
and all backgrounds. Women can en-
joy free beauty treatments from mall 

retailers, an exclusive VIP Experience, 
a mother-daughter look-alike contest, 
raffle prizes and more. More than 50 
women-focused businesses will be on 
hand. Admission is free. Guests must 
pre-register for VIP experience. 
n Visit SimplyEventsFL.com.

SEPT. 26
CENTERSTONE LIFE;STORY RUN/
WALK (VIRTUAL ONLY)
Run or walk in Centerstone’s 18th annu-
al 5K/10K to raise awareness of depres-
sion, share that suicide is preventable 
and erase the stigma around seeking 
help for mental illness. This year’s event 
is virtual only. Participants can walk 
anytime from Friday, Sept. 18 to noon 
Sept. 26. Life;Story program and awards 
will be held online at noon Sept. 26.
n Visit Centerstone.org.

calendar fall 2020

Continued on Page 48
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Bruce Day, of 
Siesta Key, paddles 
his paddleboard back 
to the shore during 
the 2019 SUP and Run 
event. This year’s race 
is Sept. 12.

MEET DR. TIM BLEND AND KIM BLEND, ARNP:

The Blend Institute is a culmination of over 30 years of experience by 
the cofounders Tim Blend, M.D. and Kim Blend, A.R.N.P. Dr. Blend is 
the only Dual Board certified physician with certifications in Internal 
medicine, Emergency medicine and Fellowship trained in Anti-Aging 
& Regenerative Medicine and Nutrition. These certifications uniquely 
qualify him to manage all phases of both disease and wellness.

Kim Blend, A.R.N.P., offers her expertise in mental health and wellness 
by providing Neurotransmitter 
testing and personalized treatment 
regimens offering both non-
prescription and prescription 
modalities, Ketamine IV infusion 
treatment included, focused 
on treating and/or eliminating 
depression, mood disorders, 
anxiety, fatigue and insomnia. 

THE BLEND INSTITUTE
8648 East SR 70 | Bradenton, FL  34202
941-722-5600
agemanagement@theblendinstitute.com
theblendinstitute.com

OUR SPECIALTIES: 

•  Advanced Regenerative Medicine

•  Functional Medicine

•  Advanced Sexual Health Solutions

•  Bio-identical Hormone 
Replacement Therapy

•  Integrative Psychiatry

•  Aesthetic Medicine

•  IV Therapy

•  Internal Medicine
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“adding days to 
your life and life 
to your days”

WE OFFER
COMPLIMENTARY
CONSULTATIONS! 

941.243.9085
info@theblendinstitute.com
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OCTOBER
OCT. 17
COMMUNITY BIKE RIDE
Join Lakewood Ranch Ambassador 
Greg Spring for a 10-mile, one-hour 
casual bike ride through Lakewood 
Ranch, starting at the fountains at 
Main Street. Bring your own bike 
and helmet. Also takes place Nov. 21. 
Event is tentative depending on cur-
rent health conditions.
n Email Greg.Spring@LakewoodRanch.
com, or call 941-907-6000.

OCT. 10-25
PUMPKIN FESTIVAL
Hunsader Farms hosts its yearly 
pumpkin festival from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Oct. 10-11, Oct. 17-18 and Oct. 24-25 
at 5500 County Road 675, Bradenton. 
In addition to pumpkins, the festival 
features crafts, live music, hayrides, 
food and displays. Admission is $10 
for adults and free for children 10 and 
under. Parking costs $5. 
n Call 941-322-2168.

OCT. 26
MANATEE PAL GOLF CLASSIC 
AND LARGE MOUTH BASS 
FISHING TOURNAMENT
This fundraising event for the Police 
Athletic League starts at 7 a.m. at 
The Ritz-Carlton Members Golf Club, 
15150 70th Terrace E., Bradenton. 
This fundraiser includes fishing and 
golf tournaments, raffles, silent and 
live auctions, and an awards ceremo-
ny with a buffet dinner.
n For tickets, visit ManateePAL.org.

OCT. 30
TRICK OR TREAT
The Mall at University Town Center, 
located at 140 University Town Center 
Drive, Sarasota, will host a safe Trick 
or Treat event. Details are to be an-
nounced.
n Visit MallAtUTC.com/events.

NOVEMBER
NOV. 1
FARMERS MARKET
The Market at Lakewood Ranch, 
featuring fresh vegetables, produce, 

baked goods, honey, guacamole, 
pastas and more, along with ready-
to-eat foods like empanadas, fresh 
bagels, donuts, barbecue, and hot and 
cold coffee from local vendors. Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the parking lot 
of Lakewood Ranch Medical Center, 
8330 Lakewood Ranch Blvd., Lake-
wood Ranch. Continues every Sunday 
through the end of April. Market 
schedule is tentative, based on cur-
rent health protocols. 
n Visit TheMarketLWR.com.

NOV. 13
EMPTY BOWLS
Come to Lakewood Ranch Main 
Street to enjoy delicious soup from 
area restaurants while raising money 
for the Food Bank of Manatee. This 
year will be a drive-thru fundraiser. At-
tendees of the event, which runs from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., will get to enjoy a 
selection of soups, fresh-baked bread, 
dessert and take home a hand-paint-
ed ceramic bowl. Tickets are $20 in 
advance and $25 the day of the event.
n Visit MealsOnWheelsPLUS.org.

Continued from Page 46
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Left: Eight-month-old 
Monroe Supple, of 
Mill Creek, spends 
time in the pumpkin 
patch as her mom, 
Katie, snaps photos at 
the Hunsader Farms 
Pumpkin Festival.
Right: Schroeder-
Manatee Ranch’s 
Tamara Harris found 
a bowl that matches 
ones she already has 
at home at the Empty 
Bowls luncheon

Travel brings joy in dreaming, the excitement of the 
experience, and a lifetime of memories that grow 
more valuable each day.

Visit us online at 
www.ParkstoneTravel.com 
941.388.8584 | info@parkstonetravel.com

LORI ANN MARINACCIO
Parkstone Travel, an independent affiliate of Admiral 

Travel International, a proud member of Virtuoso
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S’well Rainbow Container, $45
At 25 ounces, this bad boy can 
almost swallow a whole bottle of 
wine. A perfect to-go option where 
glass isn’t welcome.

style

Keeping It Cool
Fall in Florida is a far cry from leaves and crisp temperatures. Use these insulated 
drinkware options to keep your beverages — and yourself — cool and sweat-free.

BY HARRY SAYER | CONTRIBUTOR

Yes, fall is upon us. 

Unfortunately, that doesn’t 

mean the escape from 

summer it means up north. (You can’t 

have it all, OK? Just remind yourself 

of how much you’ll be able to gloat in 

February and March.)

Whether it’s picking pumpkins 

or doing the new favorite activity 

you discovered since this madness 

all began, you will still be besieged 

by the Florida sun and the heat it 

brings with it. 

Luckily, drink containers have 

come a long way from your Target 

tumblers. So there’s no need for a 

warm drink, be it water or some-

thing more exciting. Check out these 

fun options that allow you to express 

you — without breaking a sweat. 

Environeers
5373 Fruitville Road, Sarasota
941-371-6208
Environeers.com

Crowder’s
2401 Lakewood Ranch Blvd., Lakewood Ranch
941-744-2442, CrowdersGifts.com

Brumate Champagne 
Flute, $23
With polo season right 
around the corner, this 
is just the thing to keep 
your bubbly bubbling. 
Its flip-top lid ensures 
you won’t spill a drop, 
and there are enough 
colors to coordinate 
with any outfit.

S’well Wood Design, $34
Go au naturel with this 
option to express your 
more modern, refined 
self.

Swig Life Rainbow  
Can Cooler, $28
Goodbye to limp, 
soggy koozies, and 
hello to colorful can 
coolers. This option 
fits a can right inside 
for insulation without 
the drippy mess of a 
neoprene sleeve.  It’s 
like tie-dye for your 
can, man.

Hydroflask Pacific 
Tumbler, $30 (right)
A classic insulated tumbler, 
it also has an add-on option 
of a press-in lid straw for 
easy drinkability.

Hydroflask wine tumbler, 
$30 (below)
Perfect for the pool, Hydro-
flask’s unique matte finish 
is great for grip and sip. 
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Crowder’s (continued)

Scout & Molly’s Boutique
5275 University Parkway, #132, Bradenton

941-210-4686, ScoutAndMollys.com

Swiglife Insulated 
Tumbler, $40
If it’s time to party, this 
larger insulated tumbler 
can keep your cocktail 
cool well into the night. 

Corkcicle Sport  
Canteen, $35
A larger container for a longer 
day out, the sport canteen 
comes with a wide mouth to 
fit ice cubes, a built-in straw 
in the lid and a folding metal 
handle on top for easy take 
along. It seems they’ve thought 
of everything.

52    

Swig Life Stemless Wine Cup (Palm 
Springs and leopard themed), $28 

Embrace your inner wild with these 
fun and playful designs, perfect 

for sipping pinot 
on the patio, 

Florida-style.

Swig Life Shimmer Bottle Rose Gold, $32
Add a little sparkle to your life with this 

20-ounce container. It keeps cold drinks that 
way for 24 hours and hot drinks hot for 12.  

319034-1

Shop, dine and relax on St. 

Armands Circle and support 

your  small business community. 

Your patronage is immensely 

appreciated by our owners, their 

staffs and their families, as they 

look to recover from the effects 

of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Connect with us!   
www.StArmandsCircleAssoc.com | 941.388.1554

Shop, Dine, Relax + Support Local
 
Shop, dine and relax on St. Armands Circle and support your  
small business community. Your patronage is immensely appreciated 
by our owners, their staffs and their families, as they look to recover
from the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Help us keep the Jewel of Sarasota shining. 
 
Thank you for your support!
 
Connect with us!  
StArmandsCircleAssoc.com | 941-388-1554

Help us keep the Jewel of Sarasota shining. 
Thank you for your support!



54    LWR LIFE LWR LIFE    55

CONSERVATION

CLAWING 
FOR

O
n a sweltering July afternoon, 

children of all ages seek shelter in 

a small arena. As the seats begin to 

fill, “Hakuna Matata” filters in on the 

stereo. Slowly, the audience begins 

picking up the tune, creating a robust chorus. What 

the children lack in tone they make up for in gusto.

A local big cat sanctuary is providing 

homes for animals in need while bringing 

awareness to exotic predation.

BY BRYNN MECHEM | CONTRIBUTOR

Continued on Page 56

Although the kids are busting out a Disney favorite, they’re not 
waiting for a costume-clad show. No, they wait for something much 
more exciting.

As the crowd reaches an ear-shattering volume, a man in a simple 
black polo steps into the center of the arena. Clayton Rosaire flashes 
a smile at the crowd. Children, elbows akimbo, jockey for a better 
position as their parents ready their phones.

Photos by Brynn Mechem

Big Cat Habitat and Gulf Coast 
Sanctuary is home to 55 big cats 
in need. Through tours, shows and 
educational events, the sanctuary 
owners hope to bring awareness to 
the predation of wild big cats. 
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Just when it seems the room is 
out of oxygen, in struts Mia, a nearly 
1,000-pound liger — a mix of a lion and 
a tiger. Although many in the crowd 
watch from behind their hands, Ro-
saire holds his smile. For him, it’s just 
another Friday.

For him, tigers are a family affair.
That is, if family affairs include 

keeping a large-animal rescue afloat 
through a pandemic and negative 
publicity from a Netflix documentary 
on similar animal habits. Oh, and don’t 
forget feeding 55 big cats daily.

Rosaire works as the vice presi-
dent of Big Cat Habitat & Gulf Coast 
Sanctuary, which was started by his 
mother, Kay.

What began as a small operation 
with a goal of bringing awareness to 
endangered big cats has now grown 
into a sprawling sanctuary for more 
than 150 animals.

Continued from page 54

Ella, Kay and Clayton Rosaire make up three generations that care for animals at Big Cat Habitat and Gulf Coast Sanctuary. Kay Rosaire started the habitat 1987, and now 
Clayton cares for the animals while Ella gives tours to kids her age. 

CIRCUS ROOTS
As Kay Rosaire drives around her prop-
erty in a golf cart decked out to look like 
a tiger, she talks about her childhood. 
She grew up in an English circus fam-
ily, learning to care for animals from a 
young age. In 1961, her family moved to 
Waterford, Penn., where Kay started 
her own horse riding academy and 
taught kids and adults horsemanship 
with a team of 50 horses.

It wasn’t until Rosaire cared for 
Clarence, the cross-eyed lion, however, 
that her love for big cats began.

“We had always had animals in our 
life. It was what we did,” she says. “It 
was our way of living, and then at some 
point, I realized how endangered tigers 
are, and I started saying: ‘We’ve got to 
do something. We’ve got to help.’”

Rosaire began giving educational 
tours with big cats to bring awareness 
to their predation. Tigers have long 
been hunted for trophies or medicinal 
uses and are listed as endangered by 

the International Union for Conserva-
tion of Nature Red List. Today, there 
are fewer than 3,200 mature tigers liv-
ing in the wild.

After several years caring for ani-
mals in the snowy winters in Pennsyl-
vania, Rosaire headed for sun. In 1974, 
she purchased land on Palmer Boule-
vard, and her family began using it as 
winter quarters.

One day, Rosaire received a call 
from a man hoping to take a tiger to 
another country. He asked if Rosaire 
would take care of it while he got the 
necessary documents in order.

He never came back.
“Word kind of got around that we 

had taken that tiger in, and then other 
people called saying: ‘I’ve got a tiger 
that needs a home. It’s going to be eu-
thanized if not,’” Rosaire says. “I just 
couldn’t say no. At one time I actually 
took in seven lions to stop that.”

Continued on page 58
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At the same time, Rosaire’s brother, 
Derrick, began rescuing bears. They 
took in three from the Kissimmee Zoo 
when it closed, but unbeknownst to 
them, one of the bears was pregnant, 
so they wound up with six.

“He built up the bear cages, and I 
built the cats, and after a while, people 
wanted to come here and see what we 
were doing,” Rosaire says. “I thought, 
‘Well, I can’t afford this.’ I had no mon-
ey. I was paying for everything myself.”

So they decided to open the park on 
the weekends for a donation entry.

STARTING A NONPROFIT
As the park’s popularity grew, so did 
the property. A flood of animals from 
farm foreclosures, the dissolution of 
local nonprofits and people’s deaths 
were added. About that time, Rosaire 
began the process of turning the sanc-
tuary into a nonprofit.

Although the park was founded in 
1987, it did not receive its nonprofit 
status until 2005, when it became a 
full sanctuary. It now is home to more 
than 150 animals including monkeys, 
birds, alligators and zebras.

“I don’t say no,” Rosaire says as she 
stops the golf cart to pick up a baby 

bird that has fallen from its nest. “If I 
can’t take it, I find somebody that can. 
There’s no reason to kill healthy ani-
mals. They may not look so good, but 
they feel fine.”

Even after the park received its non-
profit status, life wasn’t easy for Rosai-
re. She put every penny she made back 
into the park, opting to live out of a 
trailer and drive an old, beat-up car to 
make sure the animals were cared for.

“It’s been a struggle,” she says. “Six 
years ago, I had $800 in the bank. Up 
until two years ago, I had never lived 

Continued from page 56

Continued on page 60

I don’t say no. If I can’t take it, I find somebody that can. There’s no 
reason to kill healthy animals.  KAY ROSAIRE, FOUNDER, BIG CAT HABITAT & GULF COAST SANCTUARY

In addition to 55 big cats, the sanctuary is home to many other animals, such as tortoises, zebras and exotic birds, many of which have been forfeited as a result of improper 
care, deaths or owners who no longer want the animals. 

CUTTER
45’ Homesites

1,743 - 2,153 SF

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT US AT 941-361-2536

CATAMARAN MODEL CENTER
8188 GRANDE SHORES DRIVE | SARASOTA

CUTTER & CLIPPER MODEL CENTER | 8317 LAKE IBIS WAY | SARASOTA
www.homesbytowne.com 

CLIPPER 
52’ Homesites

1,625 - 2,501 SF

CATAMARAN
65’ Homesites

2,375 - 3,426 SF

Healthy Air 
Home Purifi ers 

Included
In Each Home
at LakeHouse 

Cove!

SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES  FROM HIGH $300s
THREE HOME SERIES

The Cove
Resort-style Pool & Spa  Fitness Center

Lakehouse  Boat House
Bocce Ball & Pickleball Courts  Dog Parks

Tot Lot Playground  Fire Pit
Sunset & Event Lawn

LHC_LWR-Life_3HomeSeries_8.25x10.75_0720_LS-3.indd   1 7/21/2020   2:57:43 PM

33
90

07
-1



60    LWR LIFE LWR LIFE    6160    LWR LIFE

in a house without wheels because 
I didn’t want to build a house for 
$100,000 when I could build habitats 
for the animals.”

The park has 55 big cats, which all 
eat about 15 pounds of meat a day. That 
equates to approximately $4,200 a day 
just to feed the cats.

After the park gained animals, Ro-
saire needed help running it, so Clay-
ton Rosaire stepped in. Following his 
mother’s footsteps, Clayton began 
working with the animals through the 
positive reward method. He bonds 
with the animals through enrichment 
techniques. When he calls the animals 
by name, they come.

It is this bond, he says, that allows 
him to safely enter the ring with them 
each day.

“They fall in love with us because 
we’re the ones that care for them,” 
Clayton says as he bonds with a tiger. 
“It’s like a baby falling in love with its 
mom. We’re there for them every day, 
and we bring them treats and try to 
think of new ideas to play with them.”

He uses his time in the ring each 
day to teach the public about the big 
cats. All the park animals have been 
born in captivity, which makes them 
good ambassadors for the wild ones. 
It’s important, he says, to educate the 
younger generations on animal preda-
tion because they have the ability to 
break the cycle.

“The younger voices are the ones 

that are going to change things,” Clay-
ton says. “Right now, the world really 
needs change, for a better environment 
and for better relationships. There’s a 
lot of uncertainty around animal sanc-
tuaries, but they can be so beneficial.”

CLAWING OUT  
OF UNCERTAINTY
Much of the recent uncertainty can be 
attributed to the Netflix documentary 
series “Tiger King,” which features 
several big cat zoos through a less-
than-positive light.

In the past few months, many have 
confused Rosaire’s Big Cat Habitat & 
Gulf Coast Sanctuary with Big Cat 
Rescue in Tampa, which was featured 
on the series. Kay Rosaire says that al-
though she hasn’t seen much backlash 
for her sanctuary specifically, habitats 
all over the U.S. are now facing scru-
tiny, which brings attention away from 
the main goal: raising awareness for 
endangered species.

“I wish they would have shown a 
more positive side to this world because 
it’s important stuff,” Kay Rosaire says. 
“It helps people bond with animals, 
and it’s been proven that if people can 
connect with an animal, they’re much 
more likely to want to save it.”

Although she acknowledged there 
are some ill-managed properties, she 
says not all of them are bad and should 
continue to bring care for animals that 
need it.

“It’s a shame when you have one bad 
person, it makes everybody look bad,” 

she says. “I don’t think it hurts us too 
much. We have a pretty big following, 
and people come here, and they see 
what it is and how much we care and 
how healthy our animals look.”

One such visitor was Alexa Giovanis, 
who traveled from Charlotte, N.C., to 
see the tigers, her favorite animal. As 
she snaps a picture with a tiger, she 
says it has been her lifelong dream to 
see the animals up close. 

“I was nervous to come after seeing 
‘Tiger King,’ but it’s clear these ani-
mals are loved,” Giovanis says. “They 
seem so happy and healthy.”

At the same time the series was re-
leased, Rosaire had to close the prop-
erty during its busiest season of the 
year due to the pandemic. Now that 
it’s back open, she hopes they can 
begin making up their lost funds. In 
the near future she hopes to build an 
educational center on the property, so 
school children can learn about the 
animals they’re seeing.

As Rosaire looks around from the 
seat of her golf cart, she begins to tear 
up.

“We have a wonderful life,” she says. 
“It’s not big financial rewards — none 
of us are wealthy — but we are rich in 
love and caring, and to me, that’s all 
that matters.”

Asked about the future of the sanc-
tuary, she smiles and points to a girl 
standing in front of the monkeys. It’s 
her 11-year-old granddaughter, Ella, 
giving a tour of the sanctuary.

“That’s my future,” she says.

Clayton Rosaire 
steps into the 
show ring with 
a liger and a 
white tiger daily 
to teach guests 
about the preda-
tion of big cats. 

Continued from page 58
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Relentless –
Lakewood Ranch’s Charlie Hunsicker has been pushing for better 

Manatee County parks and natural resources for more than 40 years.

BY JAY HEATER | CONTRIBUTOR

with Heart

P
at Neal was chair of the Natural Resources 

and the Senate Appropriations committees 

in the 1980s when he was “bouncing around” 

Tallahassee with a young Charlie Hunsicker.

Hunsicker at the time was deputy 
director of planning for the Manatee 
County Utilities Department. Hired by 
the county in 1977, Hunsicker already 
had a reputation for getting things done 
when it came to building legislative sup-
port for one of his environmental proj-
ects or securing state or federal dollars.

Years later, Neal can still remem-
ber following Hunsicker from one of-
fice to another.

“He already was known as a very 
popular, active person,” says Neal, 
who left politics to become one of 
Florida’s premier residential builders. 
“All of a sudden, he was working these 
miracles. He knew everyone, and we 
would bounce from office to office be-

fore ending up at the governor’s office. 
People would say no, but pretty soon, 
they would say yes. He was relentless. 
He was Blue-Eyed Charlie.”

Now after 40 years with Manatee 
County, Blue-Eyed Charlie might have 
transformed into Silver-Haired Char-
lie, but he still is relentless, much in 
the same manner as he was when he 
was hired as a planner by the county 
in 1977. His current title, his seventh 
with Manatee County,  is director of 
the Parks and Natural Resources De-
partment, but no matter what his job, 
he has tried to find ways to preserve 
environmentally significant land.

Continued on Page 64
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Besides securing that land, Hun-
sicker has seen his responsibilities 
increase over the years, including the 
duty of overseeing the parks depart-
ment beginning in 2014. That’s im-
portant to those living in Lakewood 
Ranch as the county tries to increase 
the availability of parks for an ever-
growing population.

At 67, Country Club’s Hunsicker is 
spending more time working in the 
Lakewood Ranch area where he lives. 
The rapid growth of the area has left 
a gap in parks services.

To that end, Manatee County spent 
$5.2 million to purchase the 127-acre 
Premier Sports Campus in 2017 and 
then in 2018 bought another 75 acres 
just north of Premier for $4.6 million. 
The idea is to build a park to rival 
G.T. Bray, the crown jewel of Manatee 
County’s parks program in West Bra-
denton that includes athletic fields, ad-
ministration offices, an amphitheater, 
basketball courts, a dog park, fitness 
center, racket courts, playgrounds, 
picnic areas and an Olympic-sized 
swimming pool.

Although the new Premier regional 
park is still in the planning stages, 
Hunsicker says it could include all 
those things and more. The park, 
which is expected to be completed 

over 10 years for approximately $25 
million,  will be a community focal 
point. Besides day-to-day recreation-
al opportunities, Hunsicker says the 
park will offer championship-level fa-
cilities that can host tournaments and 
stimulate sports tourism.

An avid golfer and kayaker, Hun-
sicker knows firsthand that building 
parks in Lakewood Ranch, which he 
calls “the new frontier,” takes serious 
thought. If it seems the county has 
been slow to react to East County’s 
growth in terms of parks, Hunsicker 
says people should understand the 
builders have been providing recre-
ational opportunities for residents.

“Developing parks in Lakewood 
Ranch brings challenges,” he says. 
“Developers build better golf courses, 
pools, fitness centers to get the cus-
tomers they want. It’s a full-out com-
petition between them, an arms race. 
It certainly affects our approach to 
what we need to serve those areas. We 
don’t need to build a pool next to a pool. 
Look at Greenbrook [Adventure] Park, 
which is far superior to ours. Look at 
Heritage Harbour and what they are 
doing.”

Neal agrees.
“The Ranch and individual develop-

ers created their own amenities,” Neal 
says. “We wanted them right now. It’s 
not easy to provide additional facilities.”

Still, the Premier site will give the 
area an identity and presents an op-
portunity to provide recreation oppor-
tunities available to everyone.

“It’s a bubble diagram right now,” 
Hunsicker says of the park’s planning 
stage. “We’ve got 450 projects in the 
county going on, and we are on a mov-
ing escalator. We have a $123 million 
capital budget over the next 10 years. 
We are spending $25 million in that 
one specific area. I am proud and ex-
cited about what we are doing.

“But I am careful not to unbalance 
expenditures for any community. East 
County is getting its share.” 

AT A GLANCE
Who: Charlie Hunsicker
Grew up: Merrill, Wisc.
Lives: Country Club since 2017; 
River Club 2000-2017; 
Braden Woods 1993-2000
Job: Department head of 
Manatee County Parks and 
Natural Resources
Years employed by Manatee 
County: 40
Age: 67
Family: Wife, Susan; daughters 
Kate (31) and Krista (27) 

Continued on Page 66
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Charlie Hunsicker 
has worked on a 
variety of envi-
ronemental proj-
ects for Manatee 
County, including 
overseeing the 
parks department 
since 2014.
Previous page: 
Hunsicker has 
been working for 
Manatee County 
since 1977.
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“We were looking to replace our homeowners & auto insurance and found 
the Hansen Agency for Farmers Insurance. After comparing prices with 
several of their competitors, we found their price was the best. We were 
pleasantly surprised how well they explained the insurance options, and 
how easy and efficient their office is with the details. I highly recommend 
the Hansen Agency because of their approach and the substantial 
amount of financial backing Farmers has in the event of a disaster.”
 - Kim Eck, Lakewood Ranch

Character education and our core values define the ODA experience.

Inspiringexcellence

Historic Siesta Key Campus: Pre-K - Grade 5 | Uihlein Campus in Lakewood Ranch: Grades 6 - 12 | Sarasota, FL
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THE POWER OF CHARLIE
When it comes to finding a steward 
of East County parks and preserves, 
Neal says the area is in good hands 
with Hunsicker. “He is smart, and he 
knows the rules,” Neal says. “He is in 
contact with everyone. He is well liked 
in environmental circles. He has a lot 
of institutional memory you can’t re-
place.”

But that doesn’t mean it’s always 
easy. Spending money on environmen-
tal projects — or proposing the public 
purchase of environmentally sensitive 
land — isn’t always a simple sell to a 
county commission that has one lone 
democrat. It requires knowledge, ne-
gotiation and the power to persuade.

Manatee County Commissioner 
Vanessa Baugh insists she is a mem-
ber of the Charlie Hunsicker fan club, 
even if they don’t always see eye-to-
eye on how the county should spend 
its money.

“Charlie is the longest [tenured] 
employee in Manatee County, and he 
could have retired, but he loves what 
he does,” she says. “He loves the envi-
ronment.”

Hunsicker’s environmental projects 
aren’t always well received because of 
cost, but both Neal and Baugh say he 
accomplishes the lion’s share of what 
he seeks, especially when it comes to 
securing funds for projects. 

“It’s just his years of experience,” 
Baugh says. “He has it down pat. He 
knows the people in Tallahassee and 
Washington. I have seen it time and 
time again. I’ve been to Tallahassee 
and to D.C. on projects with Charlie. 
He is relentless. If he sees a conflict, 
he smooths it. He maneuvers until he 
gets it done. He never runs out of en-
ergy, and he never lets an argument 
stand in his way. He will back away and 
say, ‘Let’s talk about this again.’ He will 
eat crow if necessary. [He’ll say]: ‘I was 
wrong … How can we get this done?’”

The relentless part can cause some 
problems. Baugh says Hunsicker called 
her at 1 a.m. last year to talk about try-
ing to get rid of contaminated water at 
Piney Point. She didn’t answer.

“He’s got a wonderful wife, Susan, 
and two great daughters (31-year-old 
Kate and 27-year-old Krista), but his 
work is a big part of his life,” Baugh 
says. “His mind always is going.”

Hunsicker insists he never has 
called Baugh at 1 a.m., but he also ad-
mits that “like anyone else, I have un-
finished business, and I think of things 
at weird times. I do try to make sure 
I’m home each day to see ‘Jeopardy!’”

That tenacity is nothing new; it’s the 
passion behind the long list of career 
successes. He smiles when he recalls 
one of his proudest wins: In 1982, he 
fought — and won — a federal court 
case that forced the  Environmental 
Protection Agency to move the dump-
ing of toxic dredge spoils from a site 9.5 
miles off Anna Maria Island to a site 27 
miles from shore.

A former Boy Scout growing up in 
Merrill, Wisc., Hunsicker admits he 
can push those around him to their 
limits, even when he is trying to be 
nice “all the time.”

Manatee County Administrator 
Cheri Coryea, who has worked for 
the county for 31 years,  says when 
she officially took over her position in 
March 2019, Hunsicker had booked an 
appointment on her first Monday, to 
make sure his projects were her first 
items of concern. 

“He had me out at Robinson Pre-
serve,” she says. “I tried to tell him: ‘We 
only have so much money. You have to 
be realistic.’ Then he says his favorite 
line: ‘I can save you a lot of money.’”

A year and a half later, she says they 

MILESTONES
Five projects Hunsicker is most proud of:

1982
Hunsicker acted as the Manatee County 
Commission’s liaison during the county’s 
court case against the Army Corps of Engi-
neers and Environmental Protection Agency 
to change the location of ocean dumping of 
toxic dredge spoils in the Gulf of Mexico.  
Manatee County objected to the existing 
offshore site 9.5 miles off Anna Maria Island, 
and the court ordered the EPA to find an al-
ternative ocean disposal site approximately 
27 miles offshore.  The case helped develop a 
new federal policy for future ocean dumping.

1986 and 1988
The County Commission requested voter 
approval by referendum ballot to purchase 
lands vacated by the Becker Phosphate 
Corp. and the negotiated purchase from 
W.R. Grace Phosphates and Estech Chemi-
cal Cos. After a voter education effort led by 
Hunsicker and several other staff members, 
the referendum overwhelmingly passed to 
acquire more than 21,000 acres upstream 
of Lake Manatee, the county’s drinking 
water source.

1985–1987
Hunsicker served as the lead project 
manager for the Manatee County Utility 
System to secure $51.2 million in federal 
aid with EPA grants, along with addition 
of approximately $10 million in federal aid 
added through 1989 to create wastewater 
collection systems for south and north 
county homes. These grants increased 
wastewater treatment capacity to allow for 
future growth and protect the environment 
by taking 20,000 septic systems offline. 

1984–2011
Hunsicker secured government funding 
to construct the Wares Creek Stormwater 
Improvement Project, which, at more than 
$50 million, represents the largest federal, 
state and local investment for stormwater 
improvement in Manatee County’s history.

1996–present
Hunsicker led initiatives to successfully 
obtain protection of an additional 6,000 
acres of environmentally sensitive lands 
otherwise slated for development. He then 
led the management and reconstruction of 
land at 12 locations along Manatee County 
coastline and interior, the most significant of 
which encompass Emerson Point, Robinson 
Preserve, Perico Preserve and Neal Preserve.

Continued from Page 64
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My philosophy 
remains that it 
is going to take 
us longer to get 
there, but we are 
no less determined 
to arrive. 
CHARLIE HUNSICKER

contact:
Jordan Miller - 941.685.1134

jordan@dutchhausfurniture.com
Merlin Miller - 941.685.0447

merlin@dutchhausfurniture.com

visit:
3737 Bahia Vista St.
Sarasota, FL 34232
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WEST BRADENTON
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are working hard on prioritizing his 
projects. She says he has done a good 
job of understanding.

Hunsicker doesn’t just work to get 
items checked off his list, though. 
Instead, he inspires everyone in his 
department to come up with the best 
solutions, not just the ones that are 
planned.

Last year, Manatee County had 
decided to upgrade all the basketball 
courts at Lakewood Ranch Park. Matt 
Porter, the Recreation division man-
ager for Manatee County, noticed that 
fewer than half of the courts were be-
ing used on a regular basis. 

Hunsicker says the plan was to up-
grade the basketball courts to make 
them “the best ever,” but after listen-
ing to Porter’s feedback and checking 
out the site for himself, the county 
decided on another plan: eliminating 
three of the basketball courts and re-
placing them with a five-court pickle-
ball complex. 

“It is a joy working with Charlie,” 
Porter says. “He doesn’t restrain your 

creativity. That’s good because I am a 
way-outside-the-box kind of guy.”

Porter says it’s hard not to catch 
Hunsicker’s enthusiasm. In July, Por-
ter and Hunsicker went to lunch, and 
Hunsicker suggested they go check out 
the tree canopy the county is building 
for kids at Robinson Preserve.

“We ended up climbing all over it,” 
Porter says. 

STILL WORKING
In the future, Hunsicker hopes county 
residents become more invested in 
their parks. Manatee County’s invest-
ment in the area has been “less than 
robust” compared to counties of simi-
lar size in the state, Hunsicker says. He 
would like to see that change. 

“Our recreation always had been in 
the reactive, catch-up mode,” he says. 
“But our elected officials have moved 
from reactive to proactive. That’s sym-
bolized in Premier.”

He says Sarasota County’s penny 
sales tax for parks makes a huge dif-
ference. “They spent $67 million for 
one little stretch of trail,” he says. “Can 
you imagine what we could do with $67 

million?
Hunsicker’s department has an $11 

million operating budget per year. Its 
capital investments budget is $125 mil-
lion over the next 10 years.

“My philosophy remains that it is go-
ing to take us longer to get there, but 
we are no less determined to arrive.”

Meanwhile, his parks department 
continues to grow. He has 91 employ-
ees and averages about one new posi-
tion a year. That’s not enough, though, 
if the county builds 20 new pickleball 
courts. He says it takes four to five 
people to maintain them.

Asked how he finds the energy to 
deal with everything at age 67, Hun-
sicker turns on his car radio, and clas-
sic rock comes blasting out.

“Led Zeppelin just seems to ener-
gize me,” he says with a laugh.

Meanwhile, he is starting to get 
asked how long he plans to stick 
around.

“I look in the mirror, and I guess 
I can see why people ask how much 
longer I will keep working,” Hunsicker 
says. “But living in Lakewood Ranch, I 
always say you never grow old here.”

Continued from Page 66

Sales Center Open: Monday–Saturday 10 am–6 pm and Sunday 11 am–6 pm. Broker participation welcome. 
Homes available nationwide. Prices subject to change without notice. Photos are images only and should not 
be relied upon to confi rm applicable features. This is not an o� ering where prohibited by law. CGC1526761.

Tour our three professionally designed model homes

Priced from the upper $400,000s to over $1 million
17523 Fairwinds Drive, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202
941-313-7373  

IslesAtLakewoodRanch.com/LIFE

− One- and two-story homes with gourmet kitchens, spacious 
living areas, and expansive primary bedroom suites

− Private, gated community featuring a boardwalk, 
fi shing pier, and future dog park

− The Pier House, a private residents’ clubhouse featuring 
a state-of-the-art fi tness center and resort-style
swimming pool 

The Isles at Lakewood Ranch is a new luxury community featuring unique architecture and 
resort-style amenities built with Toll Brothers’ commitment to quality, value, and craftsmanship.
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BRUNCH!
Feeling stressed lately? Pandemic’d out?  

Rest easy — there’s nothing a good 

brunch can’t make you feel better about. 

BY SHELLIE TERRY | CONTRIBUTOR

Photos by Harry Sayer

Station 400 offers a smoked 
salmon eggs Benedict that’s 
finished with pickled onions and 
fried capers.

J
ust a few years ago, brunch made a spectacular return 

to favor as the weekend’s celebratory ode to mommy 

me-time. Those bottomless mimosas were served all 

around for the hard-working ladies. Soon enough, the 

brunch craze rippled to the rest of the social circles because 

if there’s one thing we can all agree on, it’s that bacon — and 

bloody marys — make everything better. We rounded up a 

bunch of East County brunches tailor-made for whomever you’re 

willing to share your favorite mid-morning weekend meal with.

70   
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EXPERTISE + ARTISTRY 
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Date Brunch
What could be more romantic than 
strolling hand-in-hand down Main 
Street and happening upon the sweet 
French-infused Paris Bistrot? Plenty 
of wrought iron tables for two line the 
sidewalk for al fresco dining, or slip in-
side for a warm and cozy meal paired 
with ever-pleasant service from the 
charming Jean Christophe and Alex-
andra Nebra, who opened Paris Bis-
trot in 2010. The breakfast-style menu 
is served daily with morning standards 
that include a croissant stuffed with 
scrambled eggs and mozzarella, eggs 
Benedict or a generous serving of 
“Pain Perdu” (that’s French for French 
toast). And you mustn’t leave without 
a must-have sweet or savory crepe. No 
matter what you choose, it’s all perfect 
paired with a flute of bubbly rose from, 
you guessed it, France. Where else?

Paris Bistrot
8131 Lakewood  

Main St.
941-388-0564

ParisBistrotLWR.com

TRUST

Integra Click Professional Park
5911 N. Honore Avenue, Suite 120 Sarasota, FL 34243

CALL: (941) 355-3223

LOOK & FEEL
YOUR VERY BEST

SCHEDULE A CONSULTATION 
APPOINTMENT TODAY

to a Board Certified Facial Plastic Surgeon
Your Face

WE PROVIDE
Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery, Facial Rejuvenation,

Rhinoplasty Surgery, Cheek and Lip Augmentation, Lip Lifts, 

Browlifts, Facelifts, Scar Revision, Fat Grafting, Juvederm®, 

Voluma®/Vollure®, Volbella®/Kybella®, Restylane®/Silk®/

Lyft®, Botox®, Dysport®/Xeomin®/Jeuveau®, Cancer 

Reconstructive Surgery, Blepharoplasty and more. Medical Grade 

Skincare Products and Services.
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HillstromPlasticSurgery.com

Andrea J. Spellman, D.O. 
Board Certified, American Osteopathic Board 

of Otolaryngology/Facial Plastic Surgery

Robert P. Hillstrom, MD, FACS 

Board Certified, American Board 

of Facial Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery

Harry V. Wright, MD 

Board Certified, American Board 

of Facial Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery
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Grove
10670 Boardwalk Loop

941-893-4321
GroveLWR.com

Brunch  
with the Girls
Grab your girls for a weekend morn-
ing getaway that they’re sure to love: 
On Sundays, Grove (sister restaurant 
of Pier 22, which took over the facility 
in late 2018) hosts Yoga & Mimosas. 
Karissa Karma Yoga leads a not-too-
challenging, hourlong Hatha-style yo-
ga class at 10 a.m. ($20) in the Grove 
ballroom, and class members receive 
one free mimosa and 10% off their 
meal. You’ll want to nama-stay for 
the fluffiest omelets of all time. (Try 
the veggie-packed option or shaved 
prime rib.) You could go healthy with 
a fruit and yogurt parfait or splurge 
with biscuits and gravy — go ahead, 
you’ve earned it. The menu rounds out 
with lunch-style items of flatbreads, 
salads, pasta options and some great 
girl bonding. 

Family Brunch
Inspired by its big-sister site located 
in the depot building in downtown 
Sarasota, the Lakewood Ranch Sta-
tion 400 boasts cute railroad decor 
and plenty of room for a family sit-
down. This Main Street favorite gets 
bustling with energy on the weekends, 
serving up kid-friendly options from 
the Pancake Parlour, such as banana 
and brown sugar or cinnamon roll 
pancakes. Order a tray of mini do-
nut treats or French toast bites for 
the table to keep all the hands and 
mouths busy. For a grown-up offer-
ing, try the smoked salmon Benedict 
with perfectly poached pearls of eggs 
that practically pop when you slice 
into them, adding that savory yolk-y 
sauce. It’s finished with a flavor punch 
of pickled onions and fried capers. Top 
it all off with a specialty mimosa — we 
love the Blood Orange Hibiscus. Go for 
the large, and let Dad drive home.

Station 400
8215 Lakewood Main 

St., 941-907-0648 
Station400.comTHE KOTASKA TEAM IS HERE FOR YOU. Consider us your No. 1 resource for real estate in the Lakewood Ranch area when 

you are buying or selling. Enlisting the Kotaska Team means trusting an experienced team of professional REALTORS®.

• 50+ Years of Real Estate and Home Builder Experience & New Home Construction Expertise
• Local Area Knowledge, Objective Information and a Fresh Perspective on the Market
• Skilled Negotiations on your Behalf Considering All Aspects of the Transaction
• Multi-faceted Strategic Marketing, Global Internet Exposure & 100% Virtual Real Estate Experience

EXCEPTIONAL CLIENT SERVICE WHERE YOUR LIFESTYLE NOT SIMPLY A HOME IS OUR PRIORITY

Beautiful Golf Course Setting, LWRCC
8331 Championship Court ~ Main living areas open to 
Pool/Spa, Outdoor Kitchen. Stunning 3 BR, 3 BA, Study, 
Informal & Formal Space, Bonus Room, 3 Car Garage.

KOTASKA TEAM 

DENNIS G. KOTASKA, LLC, BROKER ASSOCIATE

TERRI KOTASKA, REALTOR®

2000 WEBBER ST. SARASOTA, FL 34239

DENNIS: (941) 815-6772 
Dennis@SarasotaHousing.com

TERRI: (941) 907-8207

www.SarasotaHousing.com

Top 5% of RE/MAX Agents Worldwide  •  Platinum Club  •  Hall of Fame & Five Star Real Estate Agent
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Solutions for All Your Real Estate Needs
The Kotaska Team
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Merrill Lynch Wealth Management makes available products and services offered by 
Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated, a registered broker-dealer and  
Member SIPC, and other subsidiaries of Bank of America Corporation.
Investment products:

Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
The Bull Symbol and Merrill Lynch are trademarks of Bank of America Corporation. 
CRPC® is a registered service mark of The College for Financial Planning.
© 2019 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved. 
ARGF6QCD | AD-01-19-2765 | 472094PM-0718 | 01/2019

We’re bullish 
on the future. 
Yours.

The world is changing fast. While change 
can provide opportunities, it also raises 
questions about the future. Through honest 
conversations about your life and your 
priorities, we’ll find out what you want your 
future to look like, and develop a strategy 
together to help make it happen.

John Franz, CRPC®

Vice President 
Wealth Management Advisor

941.364.5672

john.franz@ml.com

Merrill Lynch 
6311 Atrium Drive 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

The Franz Wealth Management Group

If you have questions, or would like to learn 
more about how we can add value, please 
contact us directly at 941.413.4517
www.fa.ml.com/franzwmg

Brunch  
with  
Visitors

If your out-of-town crew is slow to 
get moving on the weekend, we sug-
gest the lunchier side of the brunch 
equation at Libby’s on Lorraine Road. 
Another Sarasota sidekick from the 
Tableseide family of restaurants, Lib-
by’s in Lakewood Ranch is light and 
airy with some bumpin’ dance tunes 
pumping through the speakers and a 
seriously budget-friendly Sunday Fun-
day brunch menu. Go all-in with $10 
bottomless mimosas or bloody marys, 
and pair it with the brunch burger, $12. 
This Angus beef patty is topped with 
a creamy potato cake, bacon, Gruyere 
and just-right spicy honey chipotle. 
Oh, and there’s an over-easy egg be-
tween the buns, too. On the side you’ll 
find a spicy maple syrup that we may 
or may not have used as a dip for the 
mound of thick-cut fries. It’s a great 
way to get everyone up and moving — 
maybe even expediting their journey 
back home.

Libby’s 
Neighborhood 

Brasserie
8445 Lorraine Road, 
941-357-1570, Libbys 

Neighborhood 
Brasserie.com Divorce 

without the Fight
Divorce is never easy, but it doesn’t need to be destructive. 
Mediation is a required step in every Florida divorce and 
helps you resolve your case with the best interests of your 
family at heart.

YOUR MARRIAGE CAN BE DISSOLVED WITHOUT LAWYERS

FREYA ROBBINS, CDFA™
Supreme Court Certified Mediator

www.ZollingerMediation.com 

941-366-0202
FREE Phone Consultation

•  Family & Divorce Mediation
•  Elder Care Mediation
•  Marriage Mediation
•  Pre & Post Nuptial Agreements

Mediation the Positive Alternative
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Celebrating the Year’s Accomplishments. 
P r e p a r i n g  F o r  t h e  Ye a r  A h e a d .

FAMILY LAW 
Child Custody 
Child Support 

Support Modification 
Parent Relocation 

Divorce 

BUSINESS & PROPERTY 
Contract Disputes 

Foredosure Defense 
Deeds/ Leases 

ESTATE PLANNING 
Power of Attorney 

Health Care Directive 
Wills & Trusts

Life’s events remind us 
of what’s most important. 

When your love, relationships, 
or life ’s work is at stake,

The Devolder Law Firm Will Help You 
Protect What Matters Most.

@ 
DEVOLDER 
-L AW FIR M-

941-214-9767
Available for Consultation At:
10960 SR 70, Lakewood Ranch FL 34202

www.DevolderLaw.com
Main Office: 8709 Hunters Green Drive | Suite 101 | Tampa | 813.724.3880

In the Century 21 Building

320268-1

Home sweet home has never 
been sweeter — or more 

comforting.  PAGE 80

LWR LIFE    79HAVEN
SPOTLIGHTING LIFE ON THE RANCH

   79
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Sweet Sanctuary A traditional home in The Lake Club shines 
during nontraditional times. 

BY ROBERT PLUNKET | CONTRIBUTOR

Graceful columns and a symmetri-
cal facade preview the elegant 
interior of this 6,500-square-foot 
home in The Lake Club. Built in 
2008, it contains five bedrooms 
and offers an infinitely adaptable 
floor plan.
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I
n style and appearance, 
this lavish residence in 
The Lake Club summons 
visions of stately homes 
and neoclassical archi-
tecture. You can almost 
picture days gone by in 
the antebellum South or 
the aristocratic watering 
holes of Newport and the 

Hudson Valley. Its symmetrical facade 
and its Grecian columns make it stand 
out among the sprawling Mediterra-
nean homes for which The Lake Club 
is famous.

One would expect an equally staid 
lifestyle being lived inside. So it comes 
as a surprise that this is the home of 
an energetic young family. The tra-
ditional elements are still there, but 
they’ve been redefined in new ways 
that complement the way families live 
today in a world full of change.

The entrance hall soars two stories high and features a grand staircase.

In the finely proportioned formal living room, a stone fireplace provides a dramatic focal point.Continued on Page 84
At least one resident must be 55 years of age or better, a limited number of residents may be younger and no one under 19 years of age. Some residents may be younger than 55. Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to 
change without notice. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photographs are for illustrative purposes only, are not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, and depict models containing features or designs 
that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales associate for details. ©2020 Pulte Home Company, LLC. All rights 
reserved. CBC057850. 8/6/20

Exclusive Newly Designed Floorplans. Premier 55+ Gated Community.

Stay healthy, active and socially involved all year long at Del Webb Lakewood Ranch, where the 

amenities start with its premier location and extend to the unparalleled lifestyle, leaving little to 

be desired. DelWebb.com/LakewoodRanch

6805 Del Webb Blvd.
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

941-260-0370

From the Mid to Upper $200s
2-3 Beds | 2 Baths

MULTI FAMILY

From the Upper $200s to $600s
2-5 Beds | 2-5 Baths

SINGLE FAMILY

REDEFINING RETIREMENT 
Start Living the Lifestyle You’ve Always Envisioned

• Resort Amenity Center & 21,000 Sq. Ft. Clubhouse

• Full-Time Lifestyle Director

• Modern Fitness Center & Group Fitness Studio

• Outdoor Fire Pits & Lounge Areas

• The Lake House – Del Webb’s 
 Community-Exclusive Restaurant & Bar

• Beach-Entry Resort Pool & Spa

• 18 Sports Courts – Pickleball, Tennis & Bocce Ball

We believe you’ll like it here.
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      Embracing 
Every Moment

33
91

22
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Please pick up ticket 334160-1 with the following changes:
-Client would like the focus to be on the outdoor kitchens.
-Switch the firepit image with the kitchen image.
-Change headline to: Embracing every moment...
-if you think there’s a better layout please let me know

HARDSCAPES / PAVERS
Install New or Replace Outdated Pavers to Your Outdoor Living 
Space. Pool Deck - Patio - Driveway.

IRRIGATION SYSTEMS
Irrigation system installation, maintenance and repair.

WE ARE NOT YOUR ORDINARY LAWN SERVICE COMPANY OFFERING 4 GREAT SERVICES!
   OUTDOOR KITCHENS & FIRE PITS
Custom built outdoor kitchen Islands and wall units. Granite counter 
tops, stone veneer fronts, tile backsplashes, with top of line Stainless 
Steel appliances from Blaze, AOG, and Firemagic. On a budget? We 
offer prefab Islands too!
LANDSCAPE INSTALLATION & MAINTENANCE
Weekly lawn care and fertilization. 3D Landscape design and 
professional installation.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE   |   941.373.5110   |   www.lakewoodranchlandscape.com

The pandemic was a moment of 
truth for so many homes. The sought-
after open concept plan, considered 
so necessary for the modern family, 
suddenly wasn’t so great anymore. 
Privacy is the new luxury, along with 
multiuse spaces. With people spend-
ing more and more time at home, away 
from the distractions and outside ac-
tivities that have dominated our lives, 
a home is more important than ever. It 
has become, almost overnight, a place 
to work, to study and to do business.

For the Hermann family, their home 
has turned out to be an ideal refuge. 
Each of the four children — Makenna, 
Weston, Charleston LeRoux and Gray-
son — has his or her own bedroom plus 
a separate work/study station located 
elsewhere in the home and adequately 
separated from siblings. It’s an ideal 
set-up for online learning. 

And dad Jared Hermann has the 
greatest luxury of all, a dedicated 
home office. It’s tucked away all by it-
self, a spacious room with a peaceful 

Continued from Page 82

Continued on Page 86 The master bedroom, located on the ground floor, serves as a quiet couple’s retreat, complete with a sitting area.

10 DECORATED MODELS OPEN DAILY | 10AM - 6PM

DISCOVER THE + IN 55+ LIVING
AT LAKEWOOD RANCH

888-218-3906
5063 Simons Court | Lakewood Ranch, FL 34211

www.CresswindLakewoodRanch.com

REDEFINING 55+ LIVING FOR A NEW GENERATION

+ Award-winning lifestyle based on Fitness, Nutrition and Relationships

+ Comfortable community size with 650 homes at completion

+ 10' wide walkways with tree-lined streetscapes and street lighting

+ New 2- to 5-Bedroom Homes from the $300s

+ Move-In Ready Homes Available

f

From State Road 70, 
turn North on Uihlein Road.

Entrance will be 1.7 miles 
ahead on your right.

Realtors Warmly Welcomed. Pricing, availability, specifications and amenities are subject to change without notice. CGC1509406
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Alan Gravley & BeauStan Writesel & Baylee
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Beginning to End Interiors & Blinds
941.924.4481  |  www.B2END.com  |  4453 Ashton Road, Unit C Sarasota, FL 34233

Interior Design  •  Wallpaper  •  Rugs
Custom Bedding, Furniture & Window Treatments.

view of one of the interconnected lakes 
that give The Lake Club its name. If 
there is any spare time during the day, 
Jared can, and does, sneak away for an 
hour or so for some bass fishing. Not 
many offices can offer this perk. 

Still, for all the family friendliness, 
the home retains a rather formal lay-
out. There is an impressive room-sized 
entry hall with a ceiling that soars 25 
feet high. Directly ahead is the formal 
living room. It boasts perfect propor-
tions, a tray ceiling and a stone fire-
place. Adjacent is the formal dining 
room, bright, spacious and currently 
doing double duty as a study hall.

In fact, multiuse spaces abound. 
There is an open loft area at the top of 
the dramatic staircase that is perfect 
for teenagers and TV. Then there’s a 
playroom, with windows on three 
sides, located over the semi-detached 
garage. It’s accessed via a second floor 
“bridge” that creates a treehouse feel-
ing. The motor court itself has proven 
to be an ideal play space, with plenty 

Continued from Page 84

Continued on Page 88 A stand-alone tub in the sunny master bath offers a spa-like atmosphere.

San Marco Plaza
8205 Nature’s Way, Suite 101
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

941.907.9759
www.DivineInteriorsGroup.com

Award-Winning
INTERIOR DESIGN STUDIO

Offering Full-Service Interior Design and Renovations.

32
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Family Practice
with an Integrative 

Approach

8614 State Rd. 70 E., Ste. 200, Bradenton, FL 34202

(941) 727-1243

Integrative medicine practitioners 

spend time with their patients, listening to their 
histories and looking at the interactions among genetic, 
environmental, and lifestyle factors that can influence 
long-term health and complex, chronic disease.

When choosing your 
healthcare provider, 
consider a physician 
who sees YOU as 
a Whole Person, 
NOT A SET OF 
SYMPTOMS.

Bradenton East Integrative Medicine

check us out at beimonline.com

Offering Bioidentical Hormones
as a natural approach to Hormone balance 
without the risks associated with synthetic 

hormone replacement.

ASK US ABOUT BHRT PELLET THERAPY AND
HOW WE CAN MATCH YOUR NEEDS.

3
3
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Our Practitioners:
Karen O. Brainard, M.D. 
Samantha L. Notman, D.O.
Deborah Couplan d , APRN
Charles Dugan, APRN

Jodie Dodge, APRN
Carol Lewis, APRN 
Susan Haley, LMT
(MM2552 MM75013)

Merrill Lynch, Pierce, Fenner & Smith Incorporated (also referred to as “MLPF&S” or “Merrill”) makes available certain investment products sponsored, managed, distributed or provided by companies 
that are affiliates of Bank of America Corporation (“BofA Corp.”). MLPF&S is a registered broker-dealer, registered investment adviser, Member SIPC and a wholly owned subsidiary of BofA Corp.

Investment products: Are Not FDIC Insured Are Not Bank Guaranteed May Lose Value
© 2020 Bank of America Corporation. All rights reserved.  MAP3081682 | AD-07-20-0153 | 472574PM-0520 | 07/2020

Now more than ever, 
personalized advice matters
We can provide customized, comprehensive advice and guidance to help you stay on track to pursue your 
goals. When the world changes, we’re here to help. Let’s work through this together.

Adamchak, Bordes & Associates

Merrill Lynch Wealth Management 
6311 Atrium Drive 
Suite 100B 
Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

941.364.5654

fa.ml.com/abwm

 
1819 Main Street 
12th Floor 
Sarasota, FL 34236

338593-1

of room for games, bikes and even a 
basketball hoop.

Much of the family life still takes 
place in the family room, though. It is 
the home’s most casual space, with a 
beamed ceiling and an informal eating 
area. There’s also an elaborate outdoor 
living area that blends seamlessly with 
its indoor counterpart, thanks to glass 
doors that slide back and disappear 
completely. Here, you can find cooking 
facilities, a dining area, a TV and a fire 
pit surrounded by comfortable chairs.

For such an active family home, the 
Hermann residence has a surprisingly 
sophisticated style. The credit here 
goes to Aimee Hermann, with some 
help from her friend, interior design-
er Melissa Long. What’s remarkable 
about the decor is how well it match-
es up with the home’s highly refined 
architecture. Lines are straight and 
crisp, and there’s a symmetry to the 
furniture and the way it is arranged. 
Cabinets in the kitchen and bathrooms 
are custom furniture grade. Colors are 
subtle. And, unusual for a large fam-
ily home, every room is finished. The 
children’s bedrooms have the same at-
tention to detail and custom finishes 
as the master.

The most outstanding room in the 
home is probably the master bedroom, 
where a palette of grays and creams 
suggests a luxury hotel suite. A low 
credenza of dark wood warms the 
room up, but it remains an exercise 
in understated elegance. One of the 
daughters’ rooms comes in a close 

Continued from Page 86

The Hermanns’ lifestyle illustrates 
the way young families live in The Lake 
Club. With each child in a different 
school, there is always plenty of activ-
ity in the various areas of the home, 
including the pool and spa. Outside the 
front door is a Lake Club landmark, 
a large communal park that’s perfect 
for impromptu ball games and walk-
ing Lilah, the family’s rambunctious 
French bulldog.

But the facilities at the newly reno-
vated clubhouse, just a short stroll 
away, are also a major draw. There is 
a special pool just for children, and 
activities, such as tennis lessons, are 
offered. Parents enjoy the expanded 
fitness center, the various bars and 
dining rooms, and the resort-style 
pool. “It feels like a vacation,” Jared 
says.

But life goes on even as the world 
changes. The Hermanns are putting 
their home on the market and plan 
to build a new one, also in Lakewood 
Ranch, incorporating the lessons 
they’ve learned from their well-loved 
home on Clearlake Avenue. After all, 
it has proven a surprisingly adapt-
able refuge in a world that is rapidly 
changing.

second. It’s a pale dusty pink accent-
ed with the palest shades of white and 
cream. A delicate chandelier hangs 
from the ceiling and sparkles in the 
mirror-accented furniture.

The Hermanns are originally from 
Tampa and moved to Sarasota in 
connection with Jared’s position as a 

first vice president of Morgan Stanley 
Wealth Management. “We knew we 
wanted to live in the Ranch,” Jared 
explains, and when they came across 
this model by builder Lee Wether-
ington, they knew it was the one. He 
and Aimee bought it in 2008 and have 
raised their family in it.

The home’s second-
ary bedrooms are 
more informal, featur-
ing muted colors and 
fine architectural 
detailing.

A daughter’s room, 
pretty in a dusty 
pink, sparkles in the 
sunlight, with elegant 
furnishings and a tray 
ceiling.
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S t. Petersburg and Sarasota 
share an artful vibe. But the 
city across Sunshine Skyway 
Bridge takes it to the next lev-

el. St. Pete’s downtown core is packed 
with museums, galleries and cultural 
attractions. Within a few short blocks, 
visitors can explore the Salvador Dalí 
Museum, Chihuly Collection at the 
Morean Arts Center, Museum of Fine 
Arts, Florida CraftArt Gallery and 
many more galleries, art spaces, art-
sy boutiques, bookstores and plenty 
of restaurants, bars and cafes. Health 
and social distancing guidelines are 
still in effect — and a few venues might 
be online only. Please call or check 
websites before you go. But it’s worth 
the trip. And what a trip it is.

Dalí explored the murky intersection 
of science, religion, alchemy, mysti-
cism and mythology. Dalí’s Sacred Sci-
ence: Religion and Mysticism reveals 
those explorations in a compelling ex-
hibit at the Dalí Museum. The exhibit 
comprises 54 prints and mixed-media 
pieces from five projects. “Mythol-
ogy” showcases the gods and heroes 
of the Greek pantheon. “Don Quixote” 
honors the Romantic quest of Miguel 
de Cervantes’ tragic knight. “Aliyah” 
celebrates the creation of Israel with 
scenes of battle and beauty. “Moses 
and Monotheism” offers the ultimate 
origin story with a portrait of Moses 
in silver. “The Alchemy of the Philoso-
phers” draws arcane portraits of histo-
ry’s transformative minds. Dalí’s quest 
is a series of questions, not an ideology. 
Your head will be full of questions after 
seeing his enigmatic art. Through Nov. 
1 at The Dalí Museum, 1 Dali Blvd., St. 
Petersburg; 727- 823-3767; TheDali.org.

“Finding Your Way” showcases Rob 
Stern’s recent art at Duncan McClel-
lan Gallery. Stern’s work has a fluid, 
organic quality. His hot-glass sculp-
tural creations evoke the beauty of 
earth and sky. Stern’s work can be 
monumental. Here, you’ll see some 
of his more intimate creations. His 
“Cane Leaves” installation captures 
the variegated forms of sugarcane 
and blossoms with vibrant color. His 
blue-hued “Wall Star” glows with in-
ner light — and connects the cosmic 
glory of a nebula with a sea-dweller’s 
starfish form. By appointment only. Oct. 
9 through Dec. 11 at Duncan McClellan 
Gallery, 2342 Emerson Ave. S., St. Peters-
burg; 855-436-4527; DMGlass.com.

“Derrick Adams: Buoyant” deflates 
racial stereotypes and celebrates the 
Black experience at the Museum 
of Fine Arts, St. Petersburg. Black 
people and their desire and ability to 

partake in swimming and water ac-
tivities has long been seen through an 
incorrect and stereotypical lens. The 
truth is that misconception is a fos-
silized attitude from the days of seg-
regation when the finest swimming 
pools and beaches were “white only.” 
Adams changes the conversation in 
this vibrantly colorful mixed-media 
series. Here, Black Americans enjoy 
the floating world in normalized im-
ages of leisure, joy and love. The series 
draws from Adams’ own experience 
and a 1967 feature in Ebony maga-
zine showing Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. enjoying a time of leisure with his 
family in Jamaica. Adams’ images are 
a vacation for the mind. They will leave 
you wondering why such images are so 
rare, even in contemporary American 
culture. As of this writing, the museum 
is scheduled to reopen in September 
with limited attendance and health 
and social distancing requirements. 
You can stay connected to the museum 
with #MFAFromHome. Sept. 12 through 
Nov. 29 at Museum of Fine Arts, St. Pe-
tersburg, 255 Beach Drive NE, St. Peters-
burg; 727-896-2667; MFAStPete.org.

The Chihuly Collection at the Morean 
Arts Center is exclusively devoted to 
the mind-blowing, blown-glass artistry 
of Dale Chihuly. Its permanent collec-
tion boasts many stunning pieces. The 
“Blue Neon Tumbleweed” chandelier 
resembles an illuminated sea anemone 
comprising countless writhing blue fil-
aments. The “Ruby Red Icicle” chan-
delier is a hanging assemblage of more 
than 300 shards of crimson glass. 
“Float Boats” swamps a tiny wooden 
boat with spheres of iridescent color. 

SU BYRON
CONTRIBUTOR

Continued on Page 92

Over the Bridge
art and about

Just a short drive away, St. Petersburg offers a plethora of cultural institutions, 

from various art museums featuring mixed media to the newly opened St. Pete Pier.

Courtesy photo

Rob Stern’s “Wall Star” at Duncan McClellan 
Gallery

® 2020 All rights reserved. Nelson Homes, Inc., License #CRC1330225, is an independently owned & operated franchise.

Visit our Milan II in The Lake Club and the Mokara in LakeHouse Cove 
( 941) 907-1230

Building the most beautiful 
homes in the neighborhood.

You’ll see for yourself when you visit our  
model homes in Lakewood Ranch.

332694-1



92    LWR LIFE LWR LIFE    9392    LWR LIFE

Please create similar ad to uploaded file and add their phone number: 
(941) 747-8808 Option #1 to fit their space of 8.125”w x 4.85”h  You 
should have their brand standard file from very first ad if needed.

(941) 747-8808 option #1 

33
88

79
-1

The “Azul de Medianoche” chande-
lier is a cone of undulating, azure-
colored snake-like forms. Chihuly’s 
work is bursting with life — more like 
exotic, aquatic life forms than some-
thing shaped by human hands. His 
glass sculpture reinvented the me-
dium and inspired a new generation 
of artists to follow in his footsteps. A 
walk through this exhibit will show 
you why. Morean Arts Center, 720 Cen-
tral Ave., St. Petersburg; 727-896-4527;  
MoreanArtsCenter.org/chihuly.

Florida CraftArt gallery thinks outside 
the fine art box with inspired, collect-
ible creations in clay, fiber, glass, wood 
and other traditional craft mediums. 
Featured art includes William 
Kidd’s ceramic sculptures 
of the life aquatic, the 
archetypal forms of 
Eric Folsom’s brass 
jewelry and the colorful flora and 
fauna of Mariel Bass’ inventive glass 
sculpture. There’s no cookie-cutter art 
here, just a gorgeous range of individ-
ual expression. Expect to be mesmer-

ized. 501 Central Ave., St. Petersburg; 
727- 821-7391; FloridaCraftsmen.net.

Other St. Pete Delights
The long wait is finally over! The 
26-acre St. Pete Pier and Pier District 
opened in July. The complex includes 
five restaurants, a marketplace with 
outdoor vendors, spectacular works of 
public art, the Tampa Bay Watch Dis-
covery Center, a playground, fishing 
deck, the St. Pete Museum of History 

and tree-lined walkways along the bay. 
Parking is available at surrounding 
lots for $2 an hour. Masks and social 
distancing recommended. 800 Second 
Ave. NE, St. Petersburg; 727-822-PIER; 
StPetePier.org.

The Vinoy Park Hotel is a grand old 
Mediterranean Revival Hotel built in 
1925. It’s been restored to its former 
glory and rechristened The Vinoy Re-
naissance Resort and Golf Club. Sip 
a Campari and soda or another re-
freshing beverage on the veranda, and 
watch the world float by at the marina 
across the street. 501 5th Ave. NE, St. 
Petersburg; 727-894-1000; Marriott.com

Haslam’s Book Store is bursting with 
more than 300,000 titles and a staff of 
devoted literati who will find the title 

you seek. The stacks 
are stacked with clas-
sic literature, history, 
horror, romance, sci-

fi and enough coffee table books to 
shatter your coffee table. 2025 Cen-
tral Ave., St. Petersburg; 727-822-8616; 
Haslams.com.

Continued from Page 90

William Kidd’s ceramic sculptures are featured 
at Florida CraftArt.

™

Prices shown are estimated base prices, do not include lot premiums or options and are subject to change without notice. Community Association fees required. Additional terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Photograph is for illustrative purposes only, 
is not intended to be an actual representation of a specific community, and depicts model containing features or designs that may not be available on all homes or that may be available for an additional cost. This material shall not constitute a valid offer in 
any state where prior registration is required or if void by law. Please see a sales associate for details. Pulte Homes® and More Life Built In® are registered trademarks of PulteGroup, Inc. and/or its affiliates. ©2020 Pulte Home Company, LLC. All rights reserved. 
CBC057850. 8/7/20

Luxury. Lifestyle. Lakefront Living.
From the $400s to Over $1 Million

SHOREVIEW RESORT-STYLE AMENITIES
Resort Pool and Spa  •  Outdoor Bar  •  Fire Pit Lounge Area  •  Beach with Chaise Lounges  •  Multi-Purpose 
Turf Lawn  •  Tennis and Pickleball  •  Observation Deck and Kayak Launch  •  Coastal-Inspired Clubhouse  •  

State-of-the-Art Fitness Center  •  Community Room & Catering Kitchen

Centered on two expansive freshwater lakes totaling 144 acres, Shoreview offers an exceptional blend of refined and relaxed 
lakefront living. Here you’ll discover luxurious lakefront amenities, personalized home designs and long-lake views. 
Plus, it’s within walking distance to the premier new town center, Waterside Place, coming soon. Explore this coastal-
inspired community located in Waterside, Lakewood Ranch’s newest village and first with a Sarasota address.

7824 Grande Shores Drive, Sarasota, Florida 34240
941-315-8556  |   Pulte.com/Shoreview

New Community Coming to Lakewood Ranch this December

Sapphire Point at Lakewood Ranch

Join the Sapphire Point VIP Interest List today to be among the first to get exclusive community updates on pricing, 
home designs, grand opening details and more! Call 941-213-1179 or visit online at Pulte.com/SapphirePoint
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941.359.0099   |   www.SarasotaBallet.org   

FA L L  D I G I TA L  S E A S O N
C R I T I C A L LY  A C C L A I M E D
B A L L E T  I N  Y O U R  H O M E

Richard House & Janae Korte | Photography Matthew Holler 338192-1
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back at the ranch

JESS MCINTYRE
GREENBROOK RESI-
DENT AND WORKING 
MOM  TO SONS GAVIN, 
6, AND JACKSON, 5

C OVID-19. Pandemic. Social 
distancing. Masks. Herd im-
munity. If you’re anything 
like me, you go to sleep each 

night simply praying that you will soon 
wake up to a day when these words 
aren’t plastered across all news and 
social media outlets. Remember when 
scrolling through parenting platforms 
meant getting ideas for vacations, 
laughing about relatable struggles 
and connecting with others to make 
new friends and experience child-
rearing together? Can we go back to 
that, please?

Unfortunately, as the weeks fly by 
with the ever-changing landscape of 
information on the coronavirus, case 
numbers skyrocketing and manda-

tory face mask requirements being 
implemented at the business, school, 
city and county level, parents are 
faced with one incredibly difficult de-
cision: school.

No matter what side of the road you 
stand on, the decision must be made. 
Maybe you have your mind made up 
and are 100% confident in your choice, 
maybe you don’t truly have a choice 
to begin with, and maybe you have 
options but feel paralyzed in making 
your choice. 

The worst part is that once you make 
your decision, any decision, you will in-
evitably upset someone else. We have 
become a community of judges. We 
have evolved into an opinion-slinging, 
finger-pointing and decision-bashing Continued on Page 96

The new back-
to-school blues
How to turn back-to-school anxiety into something more productive.

society. Everyone wants to weigh in 
on your family’s plan. 

But there is some silver lining. If 
you look closely, weeding through so-
cial media rants about irresponsibility 
and negative long-term impacts, there 
is a small light. A reminder to stop the 
bullying. A push to remember every 
parent is distraught right now and 
that no matter what decision is made, 
it isn’t easy. 

We need a perspective shift. We 
need to lift one another up. We need to 
brainstorm ideas that lead to success 
for every path. Here are a few:

RETURN TO SCHOOL
n Support local businesses: Etsy now 
has thousands of shops offering face 
masks and shields for kids and adults. 
Filter the location down to Lakewood 
Ranch, Sarasota or Bradenton. You 
might even be able to get a break on 
shipping by doing porch pick-up.
n Safe play: Talk to your kids about 
ways to play with friends when they 
are at school. Remember four square? 
That encouraged social distancing 
before social distancing was popular. 
Games like red light, green light can 
also provide fun without risking get-
ting close to one another. 
n Handwashing and sanitizing: 
Young children love sharing, as long 
as what they’re sharing is germs. Be-
fore heading into the classroom, prac-
tice the best ways to both sanitize and 
wash hands. Hook sanitizers to your 
students’ backpacks, lunchboxes, belt 
loops, braids — anywhere that might 
encourage them to have cleanliness 
within reach.
n Lanyards and custom water bot-
tles: Snag a couple lanyards to keep 
masks close (and also to deter trad-
ing and keep them off the ground) and 
custom water bottles for kids to stay 
hydrated without sharing germs. This 
is another area where Etsy can be an 
excellent source for supporting local 
businesses. 

E-LEARNING
n Connect with other families in 
your child’s class: Remember fly-
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COMPREHENSIVE 
ORTHOPEDIC CARE

Hip • Knee • Pain Management
Neck & Spine • Shoulder & Elbow • Hand & Wrist

Foot & Ankle • Regenerative • Sports Medicine
Physical & Occupational Therapy • Pediatric Orthopedics

SAME/NEXT DAY 
APPOINTMENTS 

AVAILABLE
Sarasota 

Lakewood Ranch 
Venice

941-951-BONE (2663)360-orthopedics.com

Still #1 Choice in  
Orthopedic Care

(Formerly Sarasota Orthopedic Associates)

NOW OPEN 
in our New Lakewood Ranch location

at 5985 Silver Falls Run

ing by the seat of your pants the last 
two-and-a-half months of the 2019-20 
school year? Let’s not do that again. 
Lean on other parents, combining 
affinities in certain subjects or back-
grounds in education/psychology to 
help your children succeed. You’re not 
a teacher for a reason, so don’t be shy 
asking for help.
n Digital tutoring: Have an older 
child struggling with a specific sub-
ject? A defiant kindergartner who 
just doesn’t seem to connect with ma-
terial? Search any of the parent groups 
on Facebook, and you’ll find a plethora 
of recommendations for tutoring. The 
online platform Care.com also has a 
dedicated division for tutoring where 
you can find the perfect local fit for 
your family.
n Socialization: You might be stuck 
inside with the kids, distanced for pro-
tection and inevitably losing your mind 
a little. Get creative! Have a FaceTime 
Lego-building play date with a friend, 
go on a socially distanced nature scav-
enger hunt at a local park with the 
neighbor kids, or hold group Zoom 
calls with classmates to normalize the 
at-home feel. 
n Creative classroom: Kids find it 
challenging enough to sit still at a desk 
during “live” instruction, so asking 
them to stay engaged watching a glo-
rified Zoom conference call for hours 
poses a whole new challenge. Change 
up where they sit for class time — let 
them lie on a bean bag chair, stand to 
watch (putting their device on a coun-
ter) or blow up an exercise ball to allow 
for some wiggling while watching. 

If you choose a hybrid method of 
learning in Manatee County, you can 
pick and choose from both categories. 
Socialize responsibly on days off, and 
mask up locally for days on-site. 

The 2020-21 school year certainly 
doesn’t look like any other school 
year we’ve known. We are all travel-
ing down an unpaved road heading on 
a unique journey, but we will learn as 
we go. 

And if we can say anything with 
absolute certainty, it’s that we are a 
resilient community, and our kids will 
adapt, regardless of the situation. 

Carry on, folks — we will get through 
this!

Continued from Page 95

www.BishopScience.org 

201 10th Street West 
Bradenton, FL 34205

Journey to worlds beyond and 
below. We are now open and 
taking extra safety measures 
so you can connect with 
the cosmos and dive deep 
fearlessly. With so much to 
discover, where do you begin?

OUR DOORS 
ARE OPEN FOR 
DISCOVERY.
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SIZE - Tankless water heaters are half the 
height and 1/4 of the weight of tank water 
heaters.

CAPACITY -  Tankless water heaters provide 
unlimited hot water on demand. Tank water 
heaters only have a capacity of 40-60 
gallons.

EXPECTED LIFE - Tankless water heaters 
have a life expectancy of 20+ years vs. tank 
water heaters at 8 to 10 years.

EFFICIENCY - With tankless water heaters, 
95 cents of every dollar spent on a tankless 
water heater actually heats the water. For 
tank heaters, only 60 cents of every dollar 
heats water.

GET THE BEST USE OF SPACE AND BEST           
EFFICIENCY WITH A TANKLESS WATER HEATER

(941) 208-6454  •  PlumbingToday.biz

*Some restrictions may apply.
Cannot be combined with other offers.

$150 OFF
ANY NEW WATER HEATER 

INSTALLATION
FREE ESTIMATES IF YOUR WATER 

HEATER IS 8 YEARS OR OLDERVS
32

83
52

-1

GRADUATES CELEBRATE
AFTER A TWO-MONTH DELAY, HIGH SCHOOLS CELEBRATE SENIOR CLASSES

Out-of-Door Academy grad Eugenia Kornacki 
shows off the cap she decorated.

Photos by Liz Ramos

Peter Proll congratulates his stepson, James Fowler, on his graduation from Braden 
River with his mother, Amanda Miller. "It feels pretty good [to graduate] even though 
it was postponed," Fowler says.

Shamar Beatty points to his family in the stands 
while walking across the field with his diploma. 
His sash and mask have photos of memories 
from his time at Lakewood Ranch High School.
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Sarasota: 4012 Sawyer Road Suite 101-104, Sarasota, FL 34233
Lakewood Ranch: 210940 E State Rd 70 #103, Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

941-893-2688
www.re3neuroscience.com

The team at Re3 Innovative Neuroscience Institute is 
relentless in providing care involving the brain, spinal cord, 
and peripheral nerves. The board-certified neurosurgeons, 
neurocritical care specialists, and internists use cutting-edge 
advancements in medicine and neurological care to deliver 
the best results and top-rated outcomes for neurosurgical and 
spinal procedures through inpatient and outpatient services.
Combining decades of experience, expert technical skill, and 
some of the most advanced technologies in neuroscience, Re3 
Innovative Neuroscience Institute is one of Florida’s premier 
neuroscience and neurosurgery centers.

OUR SPECIALTIES:

  •  Brain & Spine

  •  Back Pain

  •  Neck Pain

  •  Platelet-rich plasma (PRP) therapy

  •  Regenerative Therapy for Back and Neck Pain

  •  Botox® for Migraine

Re3 collaborates with Lakewood 
Ranch Medical Center in offering the 
latest technology for cranial and spinal 

Meet Our Providers:
Dr. Arash Farahvar, MD, Phd; Board Certified Neurosurgeon - Dr. William Olivero, 
MD; Board Certified Neurosurgeon - Dr. Bonnie Wang, MD; Board Certified 
Internal Medicine and Board Certified Regenerative Medicine - Dr. Huan Wang, 
MD; Board Certified Neurosurgeon and Board Certified Regenerative Medicine

IS YOUR CHILD 
PREPARED TO LIVE 
IN A NEW WORLD? 
Will they be resilient, agile, empathic, 

assertive, innovative, and ethical?

Education at NewGate . . . 
Preparation for a new world.

Schedule your online tour today:

941-922-4949
www.newgate.edu

5237 Ashton Rd. | Sarasota, FL
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FIREWORKS 
ON THE LAKE
JULY 3, AT NATHAN BENDERSON PARK

Lakewood Ranch’s Greg and Liz Krome, with their daughter, 
Kinsley, got a front-row spot for the fireworks show.

Photos by Pam Eubanks

Above: From left to right, 
Dan Eli, Jen DiPasquale, Ava 
DiPasquale, Izzy DiPasquale, 
Derek DiPasquale and Sandi 
Eli, all of Mill Creek. They 
play a dice game while wait-
ing for the show to begin.
Left: George and Beth 
Wilson, of Sarasota, enjoy 
sparkling rose. “It’s the right 
color, and it’s bubbly like the 
fireworks,” Beth Wilson said. Trust your eyecare to our 

board certified physicians

Murray Friedberg, M.D.
Robert Edelman, M.D. 
Scott Silverman, M.D. 
Robert Sambursky, M.D. 
Pooja Khator, M.D. 
Allison Menezes, M.D. 
Jeffrey Davis, M.D.
Jody Abrams, M.D.
Paul Brannan, M.D.
Garry Condon, M.D.
Selina Lin, M.D.

6310 Health Pkwy., Ste. 340 • Lakewood Ranch
217 Manatee Ave. E. • Bradenton
1427 S. Tamiami Trail • Sarasota

CoastalEye.com • 941-748-1818 • Most Insurance Plans Welcomed

Comprehensive Eye Exams 
Laser Micro-Incision Cataract Surgery

Advanced Lens Implants
Glaucoma Care

Macular Degeneration
LASIK Surgery

Pediatric Eye Care
Neuro-Ophthalmology

Dry Eye Treatment
Diabetic Eye Care

328198-1

OPHTHALMOLOGY 
PRACTICE 
in Lakewood Ranch.

The only

We are following CDC guidelines 
for your safety. Call us today to 

schedule your appointment!
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PLAYERS CENTRE 
SUMMER CAMP
JULY 7, AT BOB GARDNER PARK

Above: Lakewood Ranch 
9-year-old Cora Kovatch 
(right) pretends to bounce 
a basketball to another 
camper. Left: The Players 
Centre for Performing 
Arts Production Manager 
Alyssa Goudy says it is 
important for actors to 
pay attention to other per-
formers on stage, to focus 
and to make eye contact 
with one another.

Photos by Pam Eubanks

Right: Camper 
Ben Armstrong, of 
Sarasota, turns a 
pretend basketball 
into another object 
before passing it 
to another camper. 
The game taught the 
importance of eye 
contact and focus.

of

20
Different nationalities 
represented in our 
student body

+
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RNs ADVOCATING FOR YOUR INDEPENDENCE
Our professional & experienced team of RNs are the eyes & ears on the ground, helping to support you & your 
loved ones. They coordinate & facilitate conversations & actions with all of your medical providers. 

We work tirelessly on your behalf to navigate the complexities of the healthcare industry. Registered Nurses 
certified in care management simplify & prevent frustrations or complications.

This time of life does not need to be stressful for you or your family. Connect with the Take Care team to 
ensure your ultimate wishes & health plans converge. RN Geriatric Care Managers on call 24/7.

Courtney Wise Snyder, MSG, CMC President

NAVIGATING HEALTH 

CARE  COMPLEXITIES

www.TakeCareAdvisor.com (941) 924-3188 info@TakeCareAdvisor.com
Take Care Advisor, LLC, a division of Take Care Home Health, was founded by Susanne S. Wise, RN, MBA 

and has been serving clients since 2008.Lic. # HHA 21657096  |  299991405
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 Lakewood Ranch at Main Street

GROVE - RESTAURANT,  
PATIO & BALLROOM
GROVE specializes in contemporary American 
offerings and onsite event planning. The menu is 
elevated yet approachable and locally inspired. 
Overlooking the charming Main Street center, 
at Grove there’s room for everyone at the table! 
Gathering spaces include a casual patio, a 
relaxing lounge, intimate private rooms and a 
lively, modern bar. We serve breakfast, brunch, 
lunch and dinner and offer direct delivery to the 
LWR area. 

10670 Boardwalk Loop, Lakewood Ranch 
941.893.4321 | www.GroveLWR.com
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ED’S TAVERN
A Jersey Joint in Lakewood Ranch, Ed’s Tavern is 
the perfect blend of local neighborhood sports bar 
and family friendly restaurant right in the heart 
of Main Street (next to the movie theater). We’re 
the only lakefront dining in Lakewood Ranch! The 
menu has something for everyone, from Southern 
favorites like pulled pork and fried pickles to our 
authentic New Jersey classics like open-faced 
sandwiches and disco fries. Our newly remodeled 
full-service bar now includes 26 ice cold draft 
selections plus over 26 flat screen TVs.
Daily Specials, Trivia every Wednesday and 
Thursday. Live Music every Friday 
& Saturday night. Mon - Thur 11am - 12am, 
Fri - Sat 11am - 2am, Sun 11am - 11pm.

10719 Rodeo Dr, Lakewood Ranch 
941.907.0400 | facebook.com/edstavernlwr33
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JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI LOUNGE

5459 FRUITVILLE ROAD | 941.342.6200

JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE & SUSHI LOUNGE

5459 FRUITVILLE ROAD | 941.342.6200
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DARUMA
Enjoy superb Japanese cuisine that is fun,
fascinating and delicious. Choose between our
Traditional dining or Hibachi table-side cooking by
classically trained chefs. Select from our Traditional
Japanese favorites and innovative combinations
such as Shrimp Teriyaki, Tempura, Sesame Chicken, 
Filet Mignon, Seafood and much more.  Our Sushi 
lounge has freshly prepared selections made to 
your order. Savor Japanese delights like sashimi, 
sushi and makimono. Relax with a craft signature 
cocktail or enjoy an after dinner drink in our friendly 
piano lounge. Visit Daruma tonight for an elegant 
dining experience!
Sarasota North | 941.342.6600 
Sarasota South | 941.552.9465 
www.darumarestaurant.com
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MAIN STREET TRATTORIA
Opened in 2010 by owner Gary Fennessy, 
Main Street Trattoria in Lakewood Ranch 
features fresh Italian cuisine, including their 
signature bruschetta focaccia, chicken milanese 
and hand-tossed thin crust pizza. Make sure 
you save room for homemade tiramisu and 
cappuccino for dessert.  
Mr. Fennessy has created a one-of-a-kind 
experience for friends and family to gather and 
dine together. Enjoy our inside/outside bar, 
including our outdoor dining area.  You will find 
live music every Wednesday-Saturday 6-10pm 
and Sunday 4-8pm.  Happy Hour Daily 2-7pm.  
Takeout and Kids menu also available.

8131 Lakewood Main St #101, Lakewood Ranch 
941.907.1518 | mstrattoria.com

You never have to miss us. 
Recreate Speaks at home with your family.

Craft Cocktails To-Go, Lunch and Dinner, 
Extensive Gluten Free Menu, Meal Kits,

Order Takeout Online at speaksclambar.com

LAKEWOOD RANCH
8764 E State Rd 70, Bradenton

941.232.7646

ST ARMANDS CIRCLE
29 N Blvd Of Presidents, Sarasota

941.232.7633

SPEAKS CLAM BAR
You never have to miss us. 

Recreate Speaks at home with your family.

Craft Cocktails To-Go, Lunch and Dinner, 
Extensive Gluten Free Menu, Meal Kits, Order 
Takeout Online at speaksclambar.com

LAKEWOOD RANCH 
8764 E State Rd 70, Bradenton 
941.232.7646

ST ARMANDS CIRCLE 
29 N Blvd Of Presidents, Sarasota 
941.232.7633
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HANA SUSHI LOUNGE
Combining art with traditional Asian cuisine and 
service to create a unique culinary experience 
in Lakewood Ranch is what we at Hana Sushi 
Lounge strive for each day. 

With a fusion of artful sushi, inspired kitchen 
items and handcrafted cocktails, there is always 
something for everyone to enjoy. 

No matter the occasion, our friendly and 
knowledgeable staff look forward to making your 
visit special every time. 

Happy Hour Every Sun - Thurs, 4pm - 7pm. 

8126 Lakewood Main St, Lakewood Ranch 
941.907.1290 | facebook.com/HanaSushiLounge
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PARTING
GLANCE

Gordon Silver captured this 
shot of a woodpecker feed-
ings its young on White Eagle 
Boulevard. 

www.StacyHaas.com | www.SRQLuxuryLiving.com 
8325 Lakewood Ranch Blvd | Lakewood Ranch, FL 34202

Licensed Real Estate Professionals
338190-1

• Over 34 Years of Real Estate Experience
• Million Dollar Guild Recognition
• Certified Luxury Home Marketing Specialists
• Certified International Property Specialist

• Certified Master Negotiations Expert
• Five Star “Best in Client” Award 2008 to 2019
• Over $415 Million Lifetime Sales
• Over $51 Million in Sales in 2020 So Far

Thank you for allowing us to serve you,
our clients and friends. We are truly blessed and grateful.

- Stacy and Gloria

your largest investment
deserves the best team

#1 MICHAEL SAUNDERS TEAM IN 2019 
Top 1% of all agents in the Sarasota

and Manatee County Board of Realtors

Gloria Bracciano | 941.229.4000
GloriaBracciano@michaelsaunders.com

Stacy Haas | 941.587.4359
StacyHaas@michaelsaunders.com
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WINDWARDFL .COM 
941.200.0019

It’s no mystery what makes life meaningful. 
In fact, we think it’s pretty simple.

It’s sipping lemonade on the porch. Waving hello to a new 

neighbor. Walking hand-in-hand with  the one you love.

No matter what makes your heart sing, your soul full,  

or takes your breath away, you’ll find it at Windward. 

NOW SELLING  Starting from the high $200s
4 Unique Home Collections • 16 Floor Plans • 2 to 4 Beds 

2 to 3.5 Baths • 2 to 3 Car Garage • 1,434 to 2,936 Sq. Ft.
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