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SPRING HAS SPRUNG IN LAKEWOOD RANCH - One of Lakewood Ranch’s favorite events, the Eggstravaganza, heralds the arrival of spring. For more pictures, see pages 10-11.
Photo by the Lakewood Ranch Digital Photography Club.
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Save Big With Spring Savings From

ARMORVUE Window & Door

0% INTEREST, $0 PAYMENTS FOR 12 MONTHS*
OR LOW MONTHLY PAYMENTS

Category 5 Impact Rated

Trust the Experts at ARMORVUE Non-Impact * Energy Star Rated
The Clearly Stronger Choice For You Noise Reducing

Increased Security
Lifetime Limited Transferable
Warranty

ALL ARMORVUE PRODUCTS

40% OFF

EXPIRES 4/30/2024
SHTROP0424

Call today to take
advantage of the sales

tax savings which ends
on June 30, 2024

BRING IN YOUR
MEASUREMENTS AND
PICTURES FOR ON THE

SPOT PRICING.

Width x Height

Both Ken Link, and Thomas McDowell were very professional, very knowledgeable and courteous. They Location
Answered by many questions, without hesitation , made this process, very smooth and instilled much
confidence with not only the products offered, but the installation as well.

- Stefanie L

(941 ) 223_8263 www.armorvue.com :

7509 Pennsylvania Ave
Sarasota Suite 101 Sarasota FL 34243

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm ¢ Sat 9am-2pm
Q " L4

Licensed & Insured SCC131152241
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SATURDAY,
APRIL 20TH
12-3PM

Join us as we celebrate the grand opening of Waterside
Park—an 8-acre island community park on Kingfisher
Lake next to Waterside Place town center. The public park
features a splash pad, volleyball courts, walking paths,

exercise pods, hammocks, pavilions and restrooms, and is

connected to Waterside Place by bridge.

FOOD TRUGKS // LIVE MUSIC // INFLATABLES // FAGE PAINTING :
PHOTOBOOTH // CARICATURISTS // KIDS’ AGTIVITIES : A Huge Thank You to Our Event Sponsor:

: race
LAKEWOOD RANCH .o/, @9

*This event will be photographed. By attending you consent for your photo to be taken and used in marketing materials.
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Irish Eyes Smile at LWR’s Irish/Celtic Festival

By Ernie Soller
Community Correspondent

re you Irish? I admit to not being Irish
Aat all, as my ethnic heritage comes

from central Europe. However I do
have an Irish wife, who loves all thing Irish, and
has been to the Emerald Isle multiple times.
And, as last month was the season for St. Pat-
ricks Day, our home had a sequined bright
green shamrock on the front door, along with
little leprechaun hats, also in green, etc.

If you were at the Lakewood Ranch Irish/
Celtic Festival in March, you could have be-
come Irish for the day! Everyone at the Festival
instantly became Irish ... at least in spirit, if not
via ethnic heritage.

And, speaking of spirit - or spirits, yes, there
were spirits to be sampled - Irish and other, in-
cluding a special bottle of Kentucky Owl Bour-
bon, labeled in green as a St. Patrick’s Edition.
There were quite a number of special “whiskey
and whatever” baskets up for raffle, including
one that included whiskey, glasses, mugs, and
even a lime ... plus a special lime squeezing
tool, just in case you didn't already have one of
those.

There was, of course, plenty of beer available
and, if beer and whiskey weren’t enough, you
could participate in a little wine tasting. Why
not?

Now, when folks get together and are hav-
ing a really good time, they get hungry, and so,
just to make sure that no one left the grounds
of GreenbrooK’s Adventure Park hungry, there
were several food trucks on hand to tend to the
needs of hungry festival attendees. One truck
featured huge burgers, another offered smoked
corned beef sandwiches. A third food truck
featured Italian cuisine and had a sign adver-
tising cannoli.

Walking around the Festival grounds, one
could not help but feel that this event was defi-
nitely one for people watching. There were a
number of folks wearing kilts — some in bands,
and some not.

Various booths encircled the grounds, fea-
turing everything from a taekwondo school to
Drake Irish Dance School, and Bricks for Kidz
(Lots of little leprechauns spent time here).
Some older leprechauns took their turns at a
sort of bungee-jumping contraption that hoist-
ed them into the air and enabled them to tum-
ble.

There were several sale booths that featured

Irish and Celtic jewelry, cute barware with tiny
people crowded around the bases of the glasses,
and so on.

This event was billed as the “Irish/Celtic
Festival and Lucky Dog Parade,” and the festi-
val didn’t disappoint — there were dogs all over
the place, from the big and mighty, to the little
and maximum cute, to all sorts of dogs in the
middle, whether they - or their owners — were
wearing a green-trimmed costume.

The Lion Rampant Pipe and Drum Band
helped to bring in all of the lucky dogs, each
dog being escorted by a piper while they parad-

PHOTOS BY ERNIE SOLLER

ed in front of the judges, who selected several
winners, each of which got a gift basket!

Once the dogs had their turn to delight, the
Celtic Conundrum band took over the enter-
taining, followed by the Drake Irish Dancers
and the Blue Skye Pipe and Drum Band. Since
the day was a bit on the warm side (This IS
Florida!), as well as windy, those who had the
good sense to get out of the sun and sit under
the entertainment tent stayed a little cooler,
while the rest of us got perhaps a little sun, but
wasn't it FUN?

We'll be back next year.
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District 4 to Determine Pavilion
Replacement Parameters

By Ernie Soller
Community Correspondent

uring their monthly board meeting in
DMarch, the supervisors of Lakewood

Ranch Community Development Dis-
trict (CDD) 4 decided to continue their meet-
ing by a week to determine exactly what the
priorities were for the reconstruction of the
Greenbrook Adventure Park pavilion. The
structure burned down on the evening of July
4,2023 due to a fire that was ruled accidental.

Residents Nancy Roush and Penny Kress
attended the meeting and asked if a polling
opportunity could be made available to the
residents regarding what the priorities should
be for the design and construction of the new
pavilion. One of their concerns had to do with
whether the District needed to provide ad-
ditional restroom facilities, considering the
number of events held at the park, and the
increasing number of visitors.

From the standpoint of the supervisors,
time is not on the side of getting the work
done as quickly as possible, and polling resi-
dents would take additional time. The Board,
in continuing their meeting to the following
week, made that continued portion of the
meeting for the purpose of deciding just what
the District needed to do, and what priorities
would be important going forward. The Board
needs to decide what features will be required,
and just how to pay for the reconstruction.
One thing is certain: The Board is looking to
build a new pavilion using non-combustible
materials.

One stumbling block to reconstruction is
the fact that the District’s insurance carrier,
Florida Municipal Insurance Trust, is at this
time only willing to pay out a small portion
(less than half) of the replacement value that
the facility was insured for. They claim that be-
cause the District had not increased coverage,
somehow, by their calculations, it is therefore
liable for a penalty, which reduces the payout.

Is this actually legal? Supervisor Nancy
Johnson asked Attorney Andrew Cohen to
check to see what new Florida laws are now in
place that would allow this practice.

The pavilion was insured for a replacement
value of $200,000. It is roughly estimated that
reconstruction of the pavilion could cost the
district between $400,000 and $500,000,
depending on what changes to the original
plans are made.

The District 4 Board did approve the
re-decking contract with Custom Deck and
Davit for the renovation of the Adventure Park
Bridge, at a cost of $111,300. The material to
be used is called “Wear Deck,” and is a com-

posite, fiberglass-based wood-free material,
which carries a lifetime warranty to the origi-
nal buyer.

The Greenbrook HOA has adopted a new
policy regarding home rentals. A homeowner
must own their home for at least two years be-
fore leasing it.

Supervisor Nancy Johnson, reporting on
the formation of the new Inter-District Author-
ity (IDA) budget, said that the IDA is estimating
a budget increase of 13.2% for the 2025 fiscal
year. This will affect district budgets.

POTHOLES AND CELL SERVICE

At the District 1 board meeting, much at-
tention was given to the condition of the
pavement on Lakewood Ranch Boulevard
in District 1, part of which currently has the
appearance of “patches over patches over
patches,” a situation that has residents very
concerned about dodging the potholes and
rough areas. It has been proven that poor road
conditions cost drivers money for repairs and
replacement costs for their vehicles.

Manatee County has re-paved a couple of
lanes of Lakewood Ranch north of State Road
70, but this does nothing to help those who
must use the road south of State Road 70. The
pavement on University Parkway is also not in
great shape, and the same could be said for
portions of Lorraine Road.

Part of the problem may be that the roads
were not constructed to withstand some of
the heavy usage that they have been exposed
to. Since our area continues to experience
a lot of growth, there are heavy trucks using
the roads, which have a tendency to “beat up”
roadways over time. Maybe the county needs
to look at a more heavy-duty approach to the
original road construction, in order to avoid
having to re-pave them sooner rather than
later.

Since it has been estimated that Lakewood
Ranch contributes something like 30% of
Manatee County’s revenue, perhaps it’s time
for the County to realize that our community
needs a bit more attention.

Another issue that District 1 supervisors are
concerned about is that of poor cell phone
service. Lakewood Ranch has, for at least 20
years, had challenging cell phone service.
Several years ago, after doing a study on the
issue, a company agreed to construct towers
in Lakewood Ranch, but the larger cell car-
riers refused to get on board, citing the idea
that they wanted to build their own towers. A
few “short” cell towers have been constructed
along Lakewood Ranch Boulevard, but as they
are short, their reach is not optimal.

SEE CDD, PAGE 9
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The
Handyman
Company

[ A Trusted Company Since 1999
[ One Year Warranty
[ Guaranteed Price

Handyman Jobs
Doors & Windows
Soffit, Facia & Deck Repairs

Carpentry & Fencing
Drywall & Painting
Flooring & Much More...

______________________________

SAVE $50

OFF OF ANY JOB

OVER $250

Not valid with other offers.

941-548-1888

The-Handyman-Company.com

CBC1258366
Bonded/Insured

Expires 9/30/24

FO-38242214

NEW TREATMENT FOR

NEUROPATHY

State-of-the-art technology targeting nerve
damage promotes nerve cell metabolism

¢ Are you experiencing neuropathy?
¢ Do you have balance issues?

¢ Do you suffer from
numbness and burning pain?

¢ |s your neuropathy related to
diabetes, chemotherapy,
fibromyalgia, restless leg syndrome?

DRUG-FREE & FDA APPROVED

PLATINUM HEALTHCARE 5560 Bee Ridge Rd., Sarasota
— @ (Adjacent to SMH UrgentCare)

PHYSICAL MEDICINE *Insurance may cover all or parts of your care.
CALL TODAY for your NO COST screening to see

if you qualify for this life changing treatment. (94 1 ) 92 7 - 1 1 23
The Proven Leaders in Neuropathy Treatment

We are so confident that you will be happy with your care, that we guarantee that if within 3 days of accepting our free offer you're not happy, you will not have
to pay for any services performed in addition to this free service. For Medicare recipients this certificate will cover a 20-minute conversation with the doctor
and a health screening prevention evaluation.

FO-39107850
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in Lakewood Ranch

he Gardeners Out East club, together

Twith Manatee Library Services and Vet-

erans Services, will celebrate Gold Star

Families with the dedication of a Gold Star me-

morial marker at 10 a.m. May 4, on the grounds

of the Lakewood Ranch Library, 16410 Range-
land Parkway, Lakewood Ranch.

In May of 2015 the National Garden Clubs,
with the approval of the Department of Veterans
Affairs, developed a program devoted to loved
ones who lost their lives in the service of the
United States Armed Services. It is an adjunct
program to the National Garden Clubs Blue Star
marker, which is the program designated as a liv-
ing tribute to men and women who served, are
serving, and who will serve in the Armed Forces.

Gold Star Families, a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit
organization, is dedicated to providing support
to families who have lost a loved one in the ser-
vice of the country. The mission of the Gold Star
Families is to offer hope and healing through re-

membering fallen heroes and coming together
for special events. They provide healing through
emotional and psychological support to the fam-
ilies.

Representing the Gold Star Families for the
Lakewood Ranch Library site is Stefenie Hernan-
dez, whose 21-year-old son Patrick L. Lay II was
killed in the line of duty in Afghanistan in 2011.
He graduated from Braden River High School.

There are a total of 47 Gold Star markers in the
United States, eight of which are located in Flor-
ida. This marker will be the ninth. It will join the
Blue Star Memorial that was dedicated by Gar-
deners Out East of Lakewood Ranch at the Lake-
wood Ranch Town Hall in May 2017.

Gardeners Out East of Lakewood Ranch is
grateful for the support of the Lakewood Ranch
and Manatee Library Services staff along with
Veterans Services to facilitate the installation of
the marker and to help make this dedication pos-
sible. All are welcome to attend.

Lee Wetherington Homes Selected
for Shellstone at Waterside

omebuilder Lee  Wetherington
HHomes has been selected as a pre-

ferred home builder for the new
Shellstone at Waterside community, located
east of Lorraine Road and south of Univer-
sity Parkway in Lakewood Ranch. Developed
by Homes by Towne, Shellstone will feature
amenities designed specifically for modern
homebuyers, all conveniently set near Wa-
terside Place — one of Lakewood Ranch’s
award-winning town centers. Lee Wether-
ington Homes will begin building its model
home, the Sand Dollar, in the second quarter
of 2024 and is expected to open in early 2025
for prospective homebuyers to tour.

“We are honored to have been selected to
design and build dream homes for future
residents in Shellstone,” said David Huni-
han, CEO of Lee Wetherington Homes. “It’s
an exciting time for our team of designers
and builders, as we continue to expand our
presence in the nation’s top multigenerational
master-planned community”

The Sand Dollar showcases a blend of the
Suncoast lifestyle and sleek modern design
that highlights the natural Florida scenery
found throughout this 682-home develop-

ment. Homesites nestle against pristine lake-
front and preserve views, with each custom
home package over $1.5 million. Lee Wether-
ington Homes’ design styles are complement-
ed by the amenities found in Shellstone.

Shellstone plans to allot 30 homesites to
Lee Wetherington Homes. The longtime local
homebuilder’s newest floor plans incorporate
features its customers have come to expect,
including spacious great rooms designed for
casual living and entertaining, dramatic ceil-
ing heights, kitchens with large islands, pool
baths, sweeping primary suites, private guest
retreats, broad closets, and three-car garag-
es. Shellstone will be a maintenance-assisted
community for all mowing and landscaping,
with maintenance and irrigation taken care of
by the homeowners’ association.

The community’s amenities are designed
for recreation and relaxation. The Summit at
Shellstone features a social hall, fitness center,
pool and spa, firepit, poolside cabanas, pool-
side grill, and fitness lawn, and will have a
full-time activities director. Shared with Wild
Blue at Waterside, where Lee Wetherington
Homes is also a builder, The Midway Sports
Complex spans 13 acres and includes eight

pickleball courts, six tennis courts, a kayak
launch, special events lawn, pro shop, and
dog park.

“Together, we're not just building homes;
we're shaping lifestyles and creating enduring
legacies for families to thrive in,” said John
Woodman, division manager at Homes by
Towne. “It's the fusion of vision, expertise,
and passion that defines our commitment
to crafting exceptional living spaces in Lake-
wood Ranch.”

Shellstone is strategically situated near
Lakewood Ranchs growing shopping, dining
and entertainment options that have garnered
national attention. The development is just
minutes from Waterside Place’s vibrant town
center, which in March won a gold “Best of
American Living” award from the National
Association of Home Builders for its “Main
Street-type setting” Homebuyers will also have
easy access to University Town Center’s shop-
ping and dining offerings in addition to I-75.

“Lee Wetherington has been a luxury
builder in Lakewood Ranch since its incep-
tion,” said Laura Cole, senior vice president
of Lakewood Ranch Communities. “We are
excited to see them in Shellstone.”
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Spring into
New Connections!

By Brittany Lamont

Spring presents a great opportunity
to make new connections and continue
to grow your business. Joining the Al-
liance provides your organization with
the support to gain unparalleled access
to business connections, resources, and
advocacy.

Join us for our April luncheon at Grove
restaurant in Lakewood Ranch. The guest
speaker will be Greg Steube, of Florida’s
17th Congressional District. Rep. Steu-
be will give an update on federal issues,
while sharing his insights on the future
of our community and his work in D.C. to
support our businesses. The program is
from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. April 24; cost is
$60 for members and $70 for nonmem-
bers.

You may even see these new March
members there!

« Amped Services Heating and Cooling

« Anthony C. Leonard Roofing

« Blingle Premier Lighting

« Brick Business Law

« Finch Roof Consulting

+ Koastal Klean

- Marriott Palmetto Resort & Spa

« Mdrnluxx Photobooth Co.

- Mighty Dog Roofing

- Next Level IT Pros, LLC.

« Paylocity

- Service Contracting Solutions

- Signature Web

« Spirit Movers

« Suli Law

« SunSitters, LLC.

«The 941 Lifestyle Group

- Tidewater Solutions Group

These companies made the choice to
join our over 700 member businesses.
For more information on how you can
join our mission and grow your business,
each and every new season, please visit
our website: www.LWRBA.org.
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In order to get the County informed and in-
volved in these issues, Manatee County Commis-
sioner Ray Turner has been invited to visit the next
Board meeting in April.

A resident from the Bluffs neighborhood came
to the District 1 meeting to ask what could be
done about people fishing in the pond in back of
her home. She was concerned that these anglers
could observe her lanai. The District board is look-
ing into the possibility of perhaps putting some
signs up in the area to deter fishing behind homes.

PAVEMENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

The Country Club roads, which approximate
47 miles of pavement, are open to the public, but
owned and maintained by the CDDs in the Coun-
try Club environs — districts 2, 5, and 6.

There has been a lot of discussion at the dis-
tricts’ board meetings lately regarding the major
increases in the cost of paving, especially with a
large portion of those roads getting older and, as
a result, becoming more deteriorated. Our Florida
heat does do a job on pavement over time, as does
rain, etc.

Paving costs have risen partially from inflation,
and also because there are only a couple of major
paving companies currently operating in our area,
which makes for less competition.

It has been proposed to have an engineering
firm evaluate those roads to determine their con-
dition, and when they might need to be re-paved,

AROUNDTHERANCH.COM

whether there are issues with items such as un-
derdrains, sections that may be sinking, and so on.

The result is a proposal to hire the engineer-
ing firm of Kimley-Horn to do a pavement man-
agement study to lay out just what the priorities
need to be regarding the Country Club roads. This
study would then be used as a priority list blue-
print going forward, in order to guide the districts
as to where best to put their paving dollars. Dis-
trict 2 Board Chairman Pete Bokach noted that
this sort of report would better enable the District
to“do it right and do it well,"in addition to provid-
ing a basis for checking into funding possibilities
in the future.

The boards of District 2 and District 5 approved
engaging Kimley-Horn to do the pavement man-
agement system study, which has been estimated
to take as much as five months, since the company
has a backlog of work.

However, the Board of District 6 unanimously
turned down the idea, noting that they felt that
this would not serve their needs all that well, since
prior to doing a paving project, District 6's practice
has been to have the area checked out just prior to
doing the work, and they feel that this procedure
gives them a better idea as to “real-world” costs at
the time they enter into a contract with a paver,
rather than to rely on a study done way ahead of
time.

All districts signed off on their audit engage-
ment letters with Purvis Gray and Company for
their fiscal year 2024 audits.

Waterside
Place’s newest
culinary offering
opened March
11,at 1550
Lakefront Drive,
in Lakewood
Ranch. Hours
are 11 a.m.

to 10 p.m.
Sunday through
Tuesday; 11
am.to 11 p.m.
Wednesday and
Thursday; and
11am.to1Tam.
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Friday and Saturday. For
more information visit
agavebandido.com or
call (941)260-8866.

PHOTOS BY RYAN ANGELL
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Voted One of )
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29 years in a row!

Best

Heritance® Hardwood Shutters

* 2023 x

READERS’

CHOICE

WINNER

= L B
*2024 %
THE OFFICIAL
AWARDS
FINALIST
Janet and Curt Mattson
Owners

Blinds ¢ Shutters ¢ Draperies * Wallcoverings

X

MATTSON & MATTSON

Wallcoverings & Blinds, Inc.... since 1989

4801 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota
Across from the Landings

925-7800 * mmwallcoveringsblinds.com
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Bountiful Eggstravaganza
Heralds the Start of Spring

ore than 700 people showed up at Waterside Park
M for Lakewood Ranch Community Activities’annual

egg hunt in March. Thousands of eggs found their
way into the baskets of excited children, who took minutes to

pick up what had taken volunteers hours to put out. Eggstrav-
aganza, the longest-running egg hunt in Lakewood Ranch,
featured the Easter bunny (of course), face painting, food and
drink vendors, and other family-friendly activities.

AROUNDTHERANCH.COM
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By Danielle Bugel

Tere’s been so much excitement around the Ranch late-
ly, with a series of incredible events that have brought
the community together in celebration and fun!

The Irish Celtic festival was a huge success, with perfect
weather setting the stage for a day filled with traditional mu-
sic, delicious food, and even an adorable Lucky Dog Parade.
Hundreds of people attended, and it was heartwarming to
see people of all ages coming together to enjoy the festivi-
ties. The support of our amazing sponsors was instrumental
in making the event such a hit.

Families had a blast at our recent 2024 EGGstravaganza
event, where upwards of 700 people enjoyed a morning filled
with fun. The massive egg hunt and visits with the LWR Easter
bunny were just some of the highlights. Free face painting,
games, and activities made it a fun-filled day for everyone in-
volved. It's events like these that bring the community closer
together and create lasting memories for all who attend. A
huge thank you to our presenting sponsor, Grace Community
Church, and Kidz Korner sponsor, Tropical Thrills, for helping
to make the event such a success.

We partnered with The Lakewood Ranch Anglers Club who
hosted our annual Youth & Teen Fishing Seminar, which was
another fantastic opportunity for kids to learn a new skill and
enjoy some outdoor fun. Thanks to Fish Florida, participants
received a free rod and reel! The Anglers Club taught the ba-
sics of fishing, and it was a great way for kids to connect with
nature and learn about the importance of conservation and
respect for the environment.

Each year, our Fishing Seminar leads up to our Youth & Teen
Fishing Tournament. This year, the tournament is scheduled
for October, so stay tuned for more details!

Looking ahead, we are gearing up for our annual Tribute to
Heroes Parade, happening on Sunday, May 26. Presented by
Veteran Air and Tommy'’s Express Car Wash, join us on Lake-
wood Main Street from 6 — 9 p.m. for this special event that
honors our local veterans, active duty, and fallen heroes. Free
to attend, enjoy amazing parade floats, live entertainment,
food and drink vendors, and kids’ activities. This event is one
you don't want to miss -- so mark your calendars and meet us
on Main Street Lakewood Ranch!

If you're interested in participating in the parade or becom-
ing a vendor at our Tribute to Heroes event, be sure to email
joanna@lwrca.org. Don’t miss out on this unforgettable event

AROUNDTHERANCH.COM

that gives back to our local non-profit and veterans’ organiza-
tions. Join us in showing gratitude and support for our heroes!

Looking to get more involved in the community? There
are so many ways to give back to our amazing community
and get involved in a positive way. Visit LWRCA.org to find
lots of volunteer opportunities around the Ranch! Are you
a non-profit organization looking for volunteers? Email us
at info@lwrca.org — we have just the solution for you on our
NEW volunteer platform!

Did you know Lakewood Ranch Community Activities has
over 60 groups & clubs you can join? Find your tribe today
by visiting LWRCA.org. You'll find a wide range of groups and
clubs to get involved in and you're sure to find something
that piques your interest.

There's so much excitement happening around the Ranch
this time of year! We look forward to seeing you at events,
park programs, and even at a group or club!

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17,2024
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Fourth Degree Knights Celebrate Patriotism

By Ernie Soller
Community Correspondent

of Columbus of San Damiano Assembly

#3192 celebrated the Country and their
dedication to patriotism at their annual patri-
otic/military ball held at Tara Golf and Coun-
try Club. Many of the attendees were there in
their military dress uniforms, as well as several
representatives from the New York City Fire
Department.

The Knights of Columbus organization was
founded in 1882 in New Haven, Conn., by
a parish priest, Fr. Michael McGivney. Mc-
Givney, like others of his generation, had grown
up poor in a large northeastern industrial city.

Back then, there was no workman’s comp to
protect workers, and the biggest fear among the
families of workers was that their breadwinner
would be injured or killed in a work accident,
and the family would be left with little or no
income. This happened to McGivney, as after
he had started his seminary studies, his father
died, and he had to come back home to support
his family. Fortunately, the local bishop man-
aged to find funds to support McGivney’s fami-
ly so that he could return to his studies.

As a parish priest, McGivney founded the
Knights of Columbus as a means of providing
some security for the widows and orphans of
those families.

The Knights organization grew quickly, and
eventually became the largest Catholic mens fra-
ternal organization in the world. Members of the
Knights of Columbus have included men such as
President John E Kennedy, baseball great Babe
Ruth, Bears’ coach Mike Ditka, former Florida
Governor Jeb Bush, Senator Joe Manchin, and
Supreme Court Justice Samuel Alito.

In addition to their original values of charity,
unity and fraternity, in 1900 the Knights added
one more: patriotism, which became the Fourth
Degree of the Knights. During World War [, the
Knights set up “huts” near the front lines in Eu-
rope, where they passed out snacks, coffee, etc.,
to weary troops, and these huts were open to all
soldiers. During World War II, the Knights es-
tablished a million-dollar fund to support fami-
lies who had lost a member to the war.

Fourth Degree Knights make it their busi-
ness to honor veterans and first responders.
In our area, they have made numerous trips to
Veteran's Administration hospitals in Tampa
and St. Petersburg, as part of the VAVS (Vet-
erans Affairs Volunteer Services) program,

In February, the Fourth Degree Knights

meeting and talking with hospitalized vets and
giving them tokens of appreciation.

Local Fourth Degree Knights provide hon-
or guards for funerals at the Sarasota Nation-
al Cemetery, especially for veterans who may
not have family or friends to attend their final
honors. In addition, they have been active in
building homes through Habitat for Human-

PHOTOS BY ERNIE SOLLER

ity, and have contributed to other organiza-
tions that assist veterans, first responders, and
their families. They do this through contribu-
tions to charities such as the Paws for Patriots
program at Southeastern Guide Dogs, which
provides service dogs for blinded, injured or
PTSD-stricken veterans; and the Fisher House
at Tampas Haley Veterans Hospital, which

houses the families of veterans getting medical
care there, among others. The San Damiano
Fourth Degree Knights also are a backbone of
the Tidewell Hospice Honoring our Veterans
program.

This year, the San Damiano Assembly’s patri-
otic honoree was Pfc. Ezequiel Rodriguez-Gua-
dalupe, a medically retired veteran of the 82nd
Airborne Division, representing the Tunnel to
Towers Foundation.

He had dreams of becoming a commercial
pilot, but two weeks after Sept. 11, he enlisted in
the Army. During a training jump, wind turbu-
lence created a problem with his equipment and
his parachute collapsed, causing him to drop
from a dangerous height to the ground, injuring
his spine. He continued to do additional jumps
to attain his parachutist’s badge, but the damage
to his spine became worse, and he was honor-
ably medically discharged. He went to the VA,
where he was treated more for the pain than the
underlying cause, and eventually found himself
permanently in a wheelchair.

The Tunnel to Towers Foundation was found-
ed after 9/11 to “do good.” The name Tunnel to
Towers comes from the heroism of New York
firefighter Stephen Siller, who having finished
his shift in Brooklyn, heard about a plane hitting
the North Tower at the World Trade Center. He
called his wife and told her that he was headed
to the scene but could not drive through the
Brooklyn-Battery Tunnel, as it had been closed
to traffic. So, he took his gear and ran through the
tunnel to the World Trade Center, where he gave
his life in service to his community.

The Tunnel to Towers Foundation serves by
providing mortgage-free homes to Gold Star
and fallen first responder families with young
children, and by building special “smart”
homes for catastrophically injured veterans and
first responders.

Pfc. Rodriguez-Guadalupe heard about Tun-
nel to Towers in 2019, but at that time the foun-
dation was set up to help only veterans who
were injured in combat military action. Later,
that policy was changed to accept vets who
had been injured in military training. Tunnel
to Towers is building a “smart” home for Pfc.
Rodriguez-Guadalupe, his wife, Sol, and their
children. It will feature, among other amazing
things, a stovetop that can be lowered so that he
can cook, which was one of his favorite things
to do pre-injury. The Fourth Degree Knights of
San Damiano Assembly presented Pfc. Rodri-
guez-Guadalupe with a plaque and a check for
$3,000 for the Tunnel to Towers Foundation.
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Inaugural Lakewood Ranch Blues Festival

Taking place at Waterside Place on December 7th

ulf Coast entertainment company Independent Jones,
Gand Paul E. Benjamin, Benjamin Productions, recent-

ly announced the inaugural Lakewood Ranch Blues
Festival, scheduled for Dec. 7, 2024, at Waterside Park in Wa-
terside Place. This event will be a day filled with performances
by award-winning, nationally and internationally touring blues
artists, delicious food and drink, and an atmosphere filled with
the rhythms of the blues along the water.

In honor of the legacy of Johnette Isham and the Bradenton
Blues Festival, Independent Jones and Paul E. Benjamin, artistic
director of the former Bradenton Blues Festival, joined together
to continue the blues tradition with the first festival hosted at
Waterside Park in Lakewood Ranch. This one-day, all-ages-wel-
come festival will be hosted next to Kingfisher Lake from 9 a.m.
to 8 p.m., with a music lineup to include national and interna-
tional touring blues artists from around the world.

“We are pleased to announce that a new blues festival will
take place this December;” said Benjamin. “It was important to
us to keep the legacy that was created by Johnette and Realize
Bradenton alive. Morgan Bettes Angell and I have teamed up to
create a new festival: The Lakewood Ranch Blues Festival. After
looking at a number of places we decided that Lakewood Ranch
was the best place to host the event, which will draw in blues

NCER
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1561 LAKEFRONT DRIVE
LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34240

6:00 PM % 9:00 PM

RETURNING WEEKLY WITH ROTATING VENDORS

OCT 4TH e MAY 29TH

fans from across the world”

Bettes Angell, president of Independent Jones, said that she’s
thrilled to honor Johnette Isham’s memory by continuing the
blues in the area in a familiar way, but with a change of scenery,
bringing it to Waterside Park at Waterside Place. “The blues are
like coming home for me,” Bettes Angell said. “The Bradenton
Blues Festival was the first festival I was a part of producing.
Now we're excited to bring a world-class festival to Lakewood
Ranch?

Follow

FOR MORE DETAILS!

In addition to the stellar musical lineup, the festival will fea-
ture a variety of local food vendors offering delicious fare, as well
as craft vendors showcasing unique goods. Attendees will also
have the opportunity to participate in interactive activities and
enjoy the vibrant atmosphere of Waterside Place.

“We're thrilled that the beloved Blues Festival will find its new
home at Waterside Place in Lakewood Ranch,” said Laura Cole,
senior vice president of Lakewood Ranch Communities.

The Lakewood Ranch Blues Festival is expected to draw mu-
sic enthusiasts from across the region, making it a must-attend
event for anyone looking to experience the best of the blues mu-
sic in a stunning outdoor setting.

Tickets for the festival will go on sale soon. Pre-sale tickets will
be $75, day-of $90, along with a limited number of VIP tickets
that come with special perks. Tickets will be sold online at lake-
woodranchbluesfestival.com. Via the website, sign up to receive
updates and announcements for the festival including exclusive
food and drink releases, lineup announcements, and more.

Sponsorship opportunities will also be available for business-
es interested in aligning themselves with the event.

For more information about the Lakewood Ranch Blues Fes-
tival, including ticket sales, lineup announcements, and spon-
sorship opportunities visit lakewoodranchbluesfestival.com.

LAKEWOOD RANCH




16 | AROUND THE RANCH

With Dr. David Dexter

emoval of the gallbladder, or cholecys-

Rt:ctomy, is one of the most common

perations performed by a general sur-

geon. More than 1.2 million cholecystectomies

are performed annually, according to the Na-
tional Institutes of Health.

Cholecystectomy is most often recommend-
ed for patients with gallstones, but many pa-
tients have an abnormality of gallbladder func-
tion that also responds to the surgery, according
to David Dexter, MD, of Lakewood Ranch
Medical Group General Surgery. Dr. Dexter
performs robotic laparoscopic cholecystecto-
mies at Lakewood Ranch Medical Center.

The gallbladder is a pear-shaped organ that
sits just below the liver on the upper right side
of the abdomen. Its purpose is to collect and
store bile, a digestive fluid made in the liver.
“Most patients can live normally without their
gallbladder,” said Dr. Dexter. “Additional sup-
plements or significant changes in diet after

wood Ranch

©2024 Lakes
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Surgical Treatment for Conditions of the Gallbladder

cholecystectomy are not usually necessary””

SYMPTOMS OF GALLSTONES

Gallstones are salt crystals that form within
the gallbladder. They are especially common in
women, but nobody is immune, according to
Dr. Dexter. Gallstones and gallbladder disease
can cause a sense of bloating or mild discom-
fort in the upper abdomen after eating.

“The pain doesn't necessarily happen every
time, but typically occurs after eating rich, fatty
or greasy foods,” said Dr. Dexter. “Many may

mistake the pain for indigestion, upset stom-
ach or reflux. Often, individuals self-treat with
over-the-counter medications for years before
seeing a doctor about their gallbladder. Patients
should seek the advice of their healthcare pro-
vider. Recurrent discomfort after eating should
never be considered normal.

“As gallbladder disease progresses over time
the pain becomes more sharp or intense and can
be associated with nausea and vomiting. At this
point, patients usually present to the hospital ER
for emergency treatment;” added Dr. Dexter.

CHOLECYSTECTOMY
OR GALLBLADDER REMOVAL

Dr. Dexter removes the gallbladder using
a minimally invasive robotic approach. The
operation requires only four small incisions,
about %:-inch in size. Most patients are dis-
charged home the same day.

“Patients should expect to have two to three
days of moderate discomfort after the proce-
dure, including shoulder, chest or back dis-

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17,2024

comfort. It is not debilitating, but may keep one
from working. Most of my patients are back to
normal activities five to eight days after sur-
gery; said Dr. Dexter. “The overwhelming ma-
jority of patients should expect to experience
relief of their prior symptoms and can now eat
foods previously eliminated from their diet”

Dr. Dexter added that every one of his cho-
lecystectomy patients receives a thorough pre-
operative explanation of the procedure until
they understand the surgery completely. He
also helps them to navigate through any con-
cerns postoperatively until they are back to
their normal lives.

If you need a doctor, visit doctors.lake-
woodranchmedicalcenter.com or call 800-
816-4145.

Physicians are on the medical staff of Lake-
wood Ranch Medical Center, but, with limited
exceptions, are independent practitioners who
are not employees or agents of Lakewood Ranch
Medical Center. The hospital shall not be liable
for actions or treatments provided by physicians.

JOIN US AT OUR NEXT SHOW!

Every month at Lakewood Ranch, we host the best of local music,

visual and performance art the Sarasota region offers.

RISE ABOVE ARTS
Friday, April 26th (@ 6pm

SARASOTA CONTEMPORARY DANGE ENSEMBLE
Friday, May 17th (@ 6pm

LAKEWOOD RANCH

&
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THE (PET) DOCTORIS IN!

By Erin Siems, DVM

pril is here. We are try-
ing to get in outdoor
time while we can be-

fore the oppressive summer
heat sets in. At the same time,
were getting more humidity,
more rain, and more mosqui-
tos. No wonder April is Nation-
al Heartworm Awareness Month.

Heartworms are injected into dogs and (not as com-
monly) cats when an infected mosquito bites them and
takes a meal. The mosquito deposits heartworm larva
(babies) directly into the pets blood stream. Over the
next few months, the larvae grow into adult worms that
live in the heart and lungs, clogging blood flow and
creating damage to those organs. Heartworm disease
typically goes unnoticed until significant damage has
been done. At that point, there is often coughing and
exercise intolerance. Left untreated, heartworm disease
can be fatal.

The good news is that, given proper preventative
control, heartworm disease can almost always be
avoided. “Back in the day,” heartworm prevention in-
volved giving daily medication and even missing one
dose would increase the risk of disease. Luckily, science

and technology has come a long way in helping our fur-
ry friends (especially those of us who sometimes forget
all of our daily tasks). There are now multiple monthly
chewable heartworm preventions that many animals
will eat as a treat. Have a picky pet with a discerning
palate? No worries, there are also monthly topical pre-
ventatives that you can apply at home. Have too much
going on in life? There is also a yearly injection for
heartworm prevention in dogs.

Heartworm disease can be devastating. Treatment
for heartworm disease can be very harsh on the pet.
Thankfully we have come a long way in being able to
help our pets live healthy lives by preventing disease,
rather than waiting until it is too late. If your pet is on
heartworm prevention, good job and keep it up! If it is
not, talk with your vet about which prevention is right
for you and your pet.

Dr. Erin Siems graduated from Ross University School
of Veterinary Medicine in 2010, and has enjoyed work-
ing in both general practice and emergency care. She has
been practicing in the Lakewood Ranch/Bradenton area
for the past seven years. She enjoys general practice be-
cause it gives her the ability to build relationships with
her patients and their families. Dr. Siems opened her own
practice, Big Paws Animal Hospital in Lakewood Ranch,
in May 2020. Email pet questions to reception@BigPaws-
AnimalHospital.com.
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April Programs at Chabad of Bradenton

& Lakewood Ranch

Please note that all events will take
place at the Chabad House at 5712
Lorraine Road, or at the virtual Chabad
House at chabadofbradenton.com/
zoom, unless otherwise noted.

Talmud Classes

Mondays,7:30 - 8:30 p.m.

At the Chabad House and on Zoom
Explore the Talmud and its laws in its
original text. No prior knowledge of
the Talmud or Hebrew is necessary.
Book fee: $45.

Torah Studies

Saturday mornings, 9 - 9:30 a.m.

At the Chabad House

Participate in a fascinating class on the
Torah portion of the week. Discover
the mystical meanings and lessons be-
hind ancient stories. Admission is free.

Weekly Shabbat Services

Friday nights, 7 p.m.; Saturday
mornings at 9:30 a.m., Shabbat
Kiddush at noon

At the Chabad House

Enjoy warm, family friendly services at
The Chabad House. Saturday morning
services are followed by a delicious
buffet Kiddush.

Passover Interactive Seder
Monday, April 22, 7:45 p.m.

At the Chabad House

Relive the exodus, discover the eternal
meaning of the Haggadah, and enjoy
a community Seder complete with
hand-baked matzah, wine, and a
wonderful dinner spiced with unique
traditional customs. Cost: adults $85,
children $65. Sponsor the event for
$360-$1,800. No one will be turned
away for a lack of funds, RSVP required.
Limited space.

Meal of Moshiach

Tuesday, April 30, 6 p.m.

At the Chabad House

Come and join us on the last day of Pe-
sach to celebrate with a special meal,
the Moshiach Seudah, complete with
matzah, wine, and Chassidic songs, a
custom established by the Baal Shem
Tov. The Seuda will be led by Rabbi
Mendy Bukiet. Free admission. Sponsor
this event for $180.

For more information on any of the ongoing
events or to reserve, call Rabbi Mendy Bukiet
at (941)752-3030, email rabbi@chabad-
ofbradenton.com, or visit the Chabad
website at chabadofbradenton.com.
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100+ VENDORS + STREET FOQD
+* LIVE MUSIC = KIDS ZONE =
SUNDAY FUNDAY

MARKET PRODUCE | MEAT & POULTRY | FRESH FLOWERS | LOCAL HONEY
CSA VEGETABLE BOXES | FRESH BREADS & BAKED GOODS
PREPARED FOODS | COFFEE & TEAS | SPECIALTY GIFTS & TRINKETS

* American Farmland Trust and the Farmers Market Coalition.

EVERY SUNDAY, 10AM - 2PM YEAR-ROUND @ WATERSIDE PLACE
1561 LAKEFRONT DRIVE, LAKEWOOD RANCH, FL 34240 | FOLLOW OUR SocIALS f

A HUGE THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS: HERALD-TRIBUNE + LOCALIQ




18 | AROUND THE RANCH

Floridians) starts to look more appealing,
we begin to let our red wines rest in our

wine racks and choose something lighter and
more suited for the sunshine. What better way
to lounge in a beach chair and watch the surf
go in and out than having a delicious and light
chardonnay at your side?

I'm Vigo, The Unassuming Wine Bro (UWB)
- a regular guy who loves everything about
wine, including writing about it. I aim to ex-
plore the nuances of wine, share my adventures
with you, and have a little fun along the way.

At the beginning of the year, I told you my
goal is to highlight domestic wines. There has
been a 20% downturn in domestic wine con-
sumption in the U.S. since last year. Because of
this, many wineries are struggling to survive. So
drinking domestically is like chanting “U.S.A”
every time you take a sip. As this month’ star is
chardonnay, we will visit California, the king of
chardonnay in the U.S.

Rating system: UWB symbol. Ratings are
given on a 1-5 scale, with five being the highest.

So as flowers bloom and the beach (for

2022 REBUTTEL CHARDONNAY, REBUTTAL

WINERY, Manteca, Calif, $6.99 US., 13.5% ABV
The Rebuttel 2022

Chardonnay emerges as

a testament to timeless

craftsmanship and a nod

to modern sophistica-

tion. This wine beckons

with promises of lush

fruit, intricate layers,

and a lingering finish,

inviting enthusiasts to

embark on a sensory

journey through its del-

icate intricacies. In the

glass, the Rebuttel chardonnay presents itself

with a luminous straw hue reminiscent of gold-

en sunlight dancing through a springtime or-

chard. Its clarity suggests purity, hinting at the

meticulous attention to detail that went into

its creation. The bouquet unfolds on the nose

with the first gentle swirl, releasing an enchant-

ing aroma medley. Notes of ripe orchard fruits,

such as juicy pears and succulent apples, min-

gle harmoniously with delicate hints of citrus

zest. On the palate, the Rebuttel chardonnay

reveals its true allure. A velvety texture caresses

the senses, coating the palate with a symphony

of flavors. Crisp green apple and tropical pine-

apple dance gracefully alongside nuances of

vanilla and caramel, a testament to the wines

AROUNDTHERANCH.COM

Spring into Chardonnay Season

judicious oak aging. The Rebuttel 2022 Char-
donnay leaves a lasting impression with its ele-
gant finish. Lingering notes of toasted almond
and a subtle minerality linger on the palate,
inviting contemplation long after the final sip.
For $6.99, this is a chardonnay worth taking a
gamble on.
Vigo’s rating:

2022 HARKEN CHARDONNAY, HARKEN
WINES, Parlier Calif., $12.97 U.S., 13.5 ABV

Harken 2022 Chardonnay beckons you to
embark on a journey
of sun-kissed vineyards
and luscious fruit. This
wine encapsulates the
essence of Californias
terroir, offering a tanta-
lizing glimpse into the
golden landscapes from
which it was born. In
the glass, the Harken
chardonnay exudes a
radiant, pale straw hue
reminiscent of a sunlit
afternoon. Its impeccable clarity hints at the pu-
rity and vibrancy awaiting each sip. In the glass,
Harken chardonnay reveals a captivating bou-
quet that transports the senses to an orchard
in full bloom. Ripe aromas of succulent peach
and juicy pineapple intertwine with hints of cit-
rus blossom, evoking a sense of freshness and
vitality. The Harken chardonnay envelops the
palate with a silky-smooth texture that glides
effortlessly across the tongue. Flavors of ripe
tropical fruit, including pineapple and mango,
take center stage, supported by a delicate touch
of creamy butterscotch. A well-balanced acidi-
ty adds brightness and liveliness, ensuring each
sip is as refreshing as indulgent. The Harken
2022 Chardonnay leaves a lasting impression
with its lingering finish. Notes of toasted al-
mond and a hint of baking spice linger on the
palate, inviting reflection on the wine’s com-
plex layers. At $12.97, The Harken chardonnay
is this month’s most expensive selection, which
says a lot for it, being under 15 dollars.

Vigo’s rating:

2022 PURPLE MOON CHARDONNAY, PURPLE
MOON WINERY, Manteca, Calif, $4 US., 13% ABV
The Purple Moon’s 2022 Chardonnay is a
wine that promises to transport you to a realm
where the stars meet the Earth. With each sip,
this celestial libation unveils layers of flavor
that dance across the palate, inviting you to
immerse yourself in its embrace. In the glass,

Purple Moons chardon-
nay casts a spell with
its radiant golden hue,
reminiscent of moon-
light cascading through
a misty night sky. Its
clarity sparkles like stars,
promising a journey of
depth and intrigue. On
the nose, the Purple
Moon chardonnay bou-
quet unfolds like a secret
whispered in the breeze.
Fragrant notes of ripe pear and golden apple
mingle with whispers of honeysuckle and jas-
mine, evoking memories of a moonlit garden
in full bloom. Subtle hints of toasted almond
and vanilla add a touch of warmth and intrigue,
inviting the senses to delve deeper into its mys-
teries. On the palate, Purple Moon chardonnay
unveils a tapestry of flavors that captivate the
imagination. Luscious tropical fruits, such as
pineapple and mango, take center stage, their
sweetness balanced by a refreshing acidity that
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dances like moonbeams on the tongue. The
Purple Moon finish is velvety-smooth, with
hints of toasted oak and a touch of minerality
that speak to the wines celestial origins. It’s a
finale that leaves one enchanted and yearning
for another taste of the magic within the bottle.
Though this is a $4 bottle of wine, it drinks like
a $50 bottle. My advice: buy as many bottles as
you can afford.
Vigo’s rating:

Vigo’s overall impressions:

Chardonnays are fun, light, and perfect for
spring. What makes this months selections
even more appealing is the price, which gives
you even more reason to drink more chardon-
nay!

ATTENTION FANS AND READERS:

Like our Facebook page, “The Unassum-
ing Wine Bros;” follow us on Instagram @
theinassumingwinebros, or email me at
vigoloveswine@gmail.com. Let me know what
you think about this article, these bottles, or
suggestions for upcoming articles.
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is a PLUS program of

E TEK Meals on Wheels PLUS  Meals on Wheels PLUS of Manatee

OF MANATEE

# 1

e Affordable, safe, loving care
e Activities for seniors that are meaningful, recreational, social, and educational

At Daybreak Adult Day Center, we provide social,
recreational, and therapeutic activities in a group
setting designed to meet the needs of older adults
who require supervised care during the day. At the
same time, we offer full-time caregivers respite from
caregiving duties while knowing that their loved
one is in a safe place.

Daybreak Adult Day Center is the only licensed
and federally funded Adult Day Center in Manatee
County with year-round programs Monday - Friday
8:00 am to 3:00 pm.

For more information, visit:
MealsOnWheelsPLUS.org/
daybreak-adult-day-center

Call us for a tour!
941-748-3001
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GOOL DEALS

12 MONTHS NO INTEREST’

PICK UP TODAY OR NEXT DAY DELIVERY AVAILABLE

: $99922 $1299°°

SIMM~«NS.

49977 - %499

* On Purchases $300 or more with the Furniture Warehouse credit card made between April 17, 2024 and April 16, 2025. Interest will be charged to your account from the purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within
12 months, by April 2025. Minimum Monthly Payments required. Offer applies to only single-receipt qualifying purchases. No interest will be charged on promo purchase and equal monthly payments are required equal to initial promo
purchase amount divided equally by the number of months in promo period until promo is paid in full. The equal monthly payment will be rounded to the next highest whole dollar and be higher than the minimum payment that would be
required if the purchase was a non-promotional purchase. Regular account terms apply to non-promotional purchases. For new accounts: Purchase APR is 29.99%; Minimum Interest Charge is $2. Existing cardholders should see their credit
card agreement for their applicable terms. Subject to credit approval. Furniture must be delivered within 60 days for all financing offers. All prices include Hot Buys, Coupon savings or any promotional discounts. Terms of promotions -
Previous purchase excluded, cannot be combined with any other promotion or discount. Promotion offers exclude Hot Buys, floor models or clearance items, sales tax, furniture protection plans, warranty, delivery, or service charge. One
discount per household. All in stock items of bedding are available for same day pick up at the warehouse or for next day delivery. Furniture in stock is available for same day pick up or next day delivery as long as there is delivery capacity.




